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I love movies.  Movies take you to another world.  Star Wars was amazing.  Every once in a while a movie is so good they make more of them.  

Romeo and Juliet is the most remade movie ever with 1305.  

The movie with the most sequels is Godzilla with 30 followed by James Bond with 21.

One of my favorites is the Rocky Series – after I watched Rocky 3 my friends and I were in the parking lot of the movie theater for 2 hours recounting the movie.  After Rocky 4 I got a flat high top haircut after Ivan Drago.

In our time we have been introduced to the Trilogy.  Star Wars is so good it had 2 sets of trilogies.

The Lord of the Rings started it all.

The Bible also has an incredible trilogy.  It’s called the Shepherd Psalm Trilogy. 

There are Messiah passages throughout the Old Testament.  Many of these require the insight gained from the New Testament to be recognizable, but you can give a persuasive presentation of the Messiah using only Old Testament passages. This is the way Messianic believers convert their Jewish brethren, since Jews don’t recognize the New Testament’s authority as Scripture.
Perhaps the most often used passage, Isaiah 52:13-53:12, is actually the last of the four so-called Servant Songs of the Messiah. The other three are Isaiah 42:1-9, 49:1-7, and 50:4-9. These four passages present as complete a picture of the Messiah as you’ll find anywhere in Scripture, Old Testament or New.

The Shepherd Psalm Trilogy may be the best of the Old Testament Messianic Scriptures – Psalms 22, 23, and 24.  In these three Psalms we find the three specific roles of the Messiah, cast in terms of the Shepherd’s responsibilities.

Psalm 22

The Good Shepherd 

John 10:11


I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
In Psalm 22 we see a picture of the Good Shepherd, giving His life for the flock. Psalm 22 is the clearest description of what it’s like to be crucified anywhere in Scripture and is the most often quoted Psalm in the New Testament. 
Written by David 1000 years before the fact, it reads like a first person account of the pain and humiliation of the Cross. 
It opens with the first words Jesus spoke from the cross and closes with His final ones – “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” and “It is finished - telesti.”

You have to read the Psalm in Greek to get the last word, because in English the last phrase of verse 31 reads, “He has performed it.”  But in Greek it’s is the same word John used in documenting Jesus’ last saying from the cross, translated “It is finished” in John 19:30.  The Greek word in both cases is telesti a legal term in Jesus’ day that usually meant “paid in full” and was written across a paid invoice. 
Upon his release, it was also written across the bill of charges for which a criminal had served time. The ex-convict carried this document with him as proof that he had paid his debt to society so he wouldn’t be charged with the same crime again.

Used this way, the legal implications of the Lord’s last words are staggering.

Paul explains in detail what this means.

Colossians 2:13-15
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
The certificate of debt of which Jesus was convicted were actually the charges God has filed against us; our sins.  With His last words, Jesus in effect declared, “Paid in full!” indicating that all our sins, past, present and future were paid for, our record exonerated, and we can never be charged with them again! 
Hebrews 10:12-14

but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
Some of the modern translations omit a key phrase from Psalm 22 at the end of verse 21. It’s proof that the Father had heard and answered the prayers of His Son. If your Bible doesn’t have the phrase “You have answered me” at the end of the verse, add it. It’s there in the King James, New American Standard, and in the Hebrew inter-linear. It also leads the reader from a graphic description of the most painful form of execution ever devised to a declaration of God’s faithfulness and a song of praise only possible if the One being executed was also resurrected from the dead.  

So this Psalm begins with the Lord on the cross and ends with His resurrection.

Psalm 23

The Great Shepherd 

Hebrews 13:20
Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord,
Psalm 23 describes our Lord’s role today as the Great Shepherd who tends His flock. 
It begins with His promise to be with us always and everywhere we go, and ends with the Church reunited with Christ as He takes us to dwell in the house of the Lord forever. John 14:1-3
Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
Psalm 23 promises that we are beyond the reach of our enemy while here on Earth, and have no cause to fear even though we find ourselves in his proximity. 
It is the basis for Paul’s admonition to rejoice in the Lord always (lit. without ceasing) regardless of the circumstances, and thereby receive the peace that transcends human understanding (Philippians 4:4-7) as well as the goodness and mercy that are the rewards of the faithful.

Even though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death we don’t need to fear because not only is Jesus with me but what He has already done – died for my sins – is finished.  David understands this well.  Notice it’s just a shadow of death.  A shadow never killed anyone.  

The only thing the enemy has in his arsenal is a shadow – fear.  

Our Lord has overcome through the Cross!
Psalm 24

The Chief Shepherd 

1 Peter 5:4

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
In Psalm 24 the Chief Shepherd rewards His flock.  

It begins with a reminder that the Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, and ends with the Messiah in Jerusalem as King of the whole earth.

Zechariah 14:9
And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the only one.
The Lord created the earth, He redeemed it, and He has come to take possession of it. Those with clean hands and pure hearts may now ascend to His Holy place and receive vindication and the blessing of the King of Glory. 
Clean hands and a pure heart are traits unknown to the human condition.

Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it? 
Nothing less than a complete re-creation can qualify us.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

In summary – in His first visit to Earth, our Lord came to die for His people, to take away all our sins. His resurrection is proof that He accomplished His mission. 
During the time since His ascension He is keeping His people spiritually secure even though we wander in the valley of the shadow of death, until He takes us to be with Him forever.  After that He will return to Earth as the King of Glory to establish His Kingdom and vindicate and reward His people for their faith. 
1st visit Jesus had to die for our sins.

2nd visit Jesus will come in His glory.

We are living in between His 1st and 2nd coming.  The enemy is real and working but we are not afraid when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death because He secured our rescue.

He is the Good, Great, and Chief Shepherd but is He your Shepherd?
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