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Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it.

ReBoot – Our Values – Our Children

Today we are going to dedicate 7 babies to the Lord.  

Whitney Houston

I believe the children are our future. Teach them well and let them lead the way. Show them all the beauty they possess inside. Give them a sense of pride to make it easier. Let the children's laughter remind us how we used to be.

Lyrics of Greatest Love of All

SP also believes that children are our future.

One of our kids is going to be the Senior Pastor of Solomon's Porch someday.  

The enemy also knows that children are our future.  Whenever God is about to do something epic, the enemy goes to work and tries to kill off that generation’s offspring – Moses/Pharaoh, Jesus/Herod.

Modern days we have a systematic killing of our children now disguised as choice and woman’s rights – abortion.  In the ancient world the slaughter of children was dedicated to the god of Molech.  Modern day it’s called abortion.

Washington DC – most demonic power centered on abortion rights.

Very personal for me.  My mother was asked to have an abortion when she was pregnant with me.  My mother was very sick and her own life was threatened but by the grace of God, even before she was a Christian she made a choice to have me.

There is something very special about this new generation.  

Growing up as immigrants our parents sacrificed a lot to move from Asia to the US, Canada, Australia, etc…

They did it for us.  We were well educated, fairly successful, and since they sacrificed for us, deservedly we are their insurance policy.  It’s a burden but it’s a glorious burden.

Thankfully we will not burden our children in that way as we are more aware of retirement and investments.  

Our children do not have to take on the only 3 professions for Asians – doctor, lawyer, or engineer.  They can be dancers, actors, scientists, and missionaries – basically whatever they want to be.  What a privilege we have as parents and church community to form and shape our children in this way with so much promise and opportunity.

As a community what do our children need?

1. Prayers

Matthew 18:19-20

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.  For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.

Best gift we can give our children are our prayers.  Prayers for protection, guidance, power, for Holy Spirit to fill them up every day, for their peers and friends influence, for strength.
Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for this treasured child of mine. Although you have entrusted him/her to me, I know he belongs to you. Like Hannah offered Samuel, I dedicate my child to you, Lord. I recognize that he is always in your care.

Help me as a parent, Lord, with my weaknesses and imperfections. Give me strength and godly wisdom to raise this child after your Holy Word. Please supply what I lack. Keep my child walking on the path that leads to eternal life. Help him to overcome the temptations in this world and the sin that would so easily entangle him.

Dear God, send your Holy Spirit daily to lead and guide him. Ever assist him to grow in wisdom and stature, in grace and knowledge, in kindness, compassion and love. May he serve you faithfully with his whole heart devoted to You. May he discover the joy of your presence through daily relationship with your Son, Jesus.

Help me never to hold on too tightly to this child, nor neglect my responsibilities before you as a parent. Lord, let my commitment to raise this child for the glory of your name cause his life to forever testify of your faithfulness.

2. Role Models

Our kids are watching us.  Noah’s Ark kids are watching us.  Let’s give them a visible demonstration of God’s love and His power that when its their time to trust Christ it will be easy for them to make that decision because they would have seen Uncles and Aunties love God.

Retreat – parenting seminar.  Sometimes it felt more like a marriage seminar but over and over again was the reminder to show love to one another to help our kids see what it looks like to treat the opposite sex well.  Best thing I can do for my 3 girls in their femininity and beauty is to show them how much I love Lisa – how I speak to her, how I look at her, how I adore her.  They will know that’s how women should be treated and they won’t go out with knuckleheads because they had a tangible expression of true love at home between mom and dad.  

When Lisa and I went on a trip and some of our Noah’s Ark teachers came over to watch them our kids put on a presentation of what we are like at home.

“Umma, where’s the kimchee?”  Lisa responds, “It’s coming!”

I often hear the Lord speak into my heart, “Sam, what do you want to model?”

What is the message I want to give to my children?  

Story of Elyse when she was little and I was working on my sermon.

Hannah has always made me work for her love.  She is the alpha male of our family.  These days she is now always asking me to sit with her or watch cartoons with her or play with her.  “Can you play with me?”  What am I going to model?

As a church, what are we going to model to them?  Will it be Jesus or our anger, pettiness, and hurt?

As Aunts and Uncles, let’s give our kids a visible demonstration of love, care, discipline, and joy in the Lord.

Today we will have the opportunity to model and pray for our kids.
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