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Pursuing the Radical Middle – running hard after God on two fronts at the same time.  Last week we talked about diligently pursuing truth and grace.  Today we will diligently pursue the Word and the Spirit.

I want to talk about the Holy Spirit today.  I want to clear up some common misconceptions.  

I want to recognize and honor Him as the 3rd Person of the Trinity.  

I want Solomon's Porch to honor the Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

I. Power vs. Person

Pneuma – wind, breath of nostrils or mouth.  The disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one.  Noun

Pneuma is a neuter noun.  In other words neuter nouns are neither male nor female.  There are currently none that exists in English.

Writers of the Scripture break from proper Greek grammar in that the proper translation of pneuma should be it but they write He.  Why?  Because the Holy Spirit is not some power, force, or feeling.  The Holy Spirit is a Person, the 3rd Person of the Trinity.

Since He is a Person He also has a personality.  As a person our attitudes, thoughts and actions can have an affect on Him.

We can:

· Quench Him – 1 Thessalonians 5:19

Do not quench the Spirit.

· Grieve Him – Ephesians 4:30

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God

Quenching refers to a fire being put out.  

Only a person can be grieved.  This can give us great insight in how we should embrace the Holy Spirit in our lives.

How do we grieve the Holy Spirit?  The Ephesians passage gives us some very clear insights.  Lying, cursing, being sexually immoral, being bitter, unforgiving, living like pagans, being angry, stealing, slandering, etc…

II. Indwelling vs. Overflowing

1 Corinthians 12:3

Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

If you have asked Jesus to be Lord of your life then you can be assured that the Holy Spirit dwells in you.

Jesus makes it clear however that there is a difference between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the overflowing Spirit. 

In John 4 (4:13), He tells the woman at the well, who needed saving grace, that the water He had to give would become in her a well of water springing up to eternal life. 

Then, in John 7 (7:38), speaking about the Holy Spirit who would later be given, He says:

He who believe in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ 

Jesus distinguishes between coming to receive eternal life at the well of salvation, and rivers of living water that not only refresh us, but also flow out of us in ministry to other people by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All Christians have a well of salvation but not all Christians have living water flowing out of them.

III. Gift of tongues vs. Prayer Language

First of all the Bible distinguishes between spiritual prayer and our native language prayer.

1 Cor. 14:15 

What is the outcome then?  I shall pray with the spirit, and I shall pray with the mind also (understanding).

While we may not understand the words we are speaking, spiritual language is not meaningless or gibberish; it is Holy Spirit language.

1 Corinthians 13:10

There are perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind is without meaning.

Languages – fona – sound, tone, speech.

Let’s go deeper, what is the difference between the gift of tongues and prayer language.

We must first recognize that they’re various kinds of tongues

1 Corinthians 12:10


…to another various kinds of tongues…

I want to clarify here two various kinds of tongues - public tongues and private tongues.

Paul notes the differences.

1 Corinthians 14:2

For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no one understands…

1 Corinthians 14:21

In the law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people…

In verse two, Paul describes tongues as man speaking to God.   In verse 21, Paul describes tongues as God speaking to man.
The type of tongues where men speak in prayer and worship to God, and no other man understands him, is what we have come to call our personal prayer language.
The type of tongues where a message is given to the church is also the gift of tongues and Paul sets aside good guidelines for public tongues:

1 Corinthians 14:27

If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at most three, and each in turn, and let one interpret.
Recap of what Paul is saying about the gift:

· He said that he used his ability to speak in tongues to pray, and to worship God (verse 15). 
· He was thankful to God for the ability to pray and worship God in other tongues (verse 18). 
· He found this to be a deeply spiritual and edifying experience (vs. 4). 
· Jude agrees with Paul’s assessment of the edifying power of praying in tongues (Jude 20). 
· And he urged all of us to speak, pray, and worship God in other tongues, “Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues…” (vs. 5). 
· He concludes by saying that we should not forbid people in speaking in tongues (39).
· Present tense imperative – you are forbidding people to speak in tongues, stop it and continue to stop it.
Let us enjoy this precious gift – language of weakness and use it properly.

IV. Scripture vs. Prophecy

Deuteronomy 4:2
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.
Proverbs 30:6

Do not add to His words lest He reprove you, and you be proved a liar.
1 Corinthians 4:6
Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.
Revelation 22:18-19
I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

Prophecy is not Scripture.  No legitimate prophet would consider their words to be on the same level as Scripture.

Every person should hear from God themselves.

Personal prophecy should be confirmations of what God is already speaking to you about.

Personal prophecy should not be used to manipulate people.  As a rule of prophetic protocol – no mates and dates.

Sometimes prophecy is messy – Jack Deere and children’s church.
V. Gift vs. Maturity

A mistake we often make is we mistake the gift and maturity.  

As churches we prop people up who are gifted and automatically assume that they are mature.  

A gift is charis – same word for grace.  We did nothing to earn our salvation and we did nothing to have spiritual gifts.  They are of grace.

Many times we get burned because we expect something from gifted people but the reality is they may not be mature.  God is responsible for the gifts we are responsible for our character.

1 Corinthians 12:11

But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

VI. Have Holy Spirit vs. Holy Spirit have us

Moody was to have a campaign in England. An elderly pastor protested, "Why do we need this 'Mr. Moody'? He's uneducated, inexperienced, etc. Who does he think he is anyway? Does he think he has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit?" A younger, wiser pastor rose and responded, "No, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on Mr. Moody."

The key is not who has the Holy Spirit but does the Holy Spirit have you?
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