Jeremiah 29:10-14
Jeremiah was written near the end of Judah, the Southern kingdom of Israel.  
This is Jeremiah writing to the exiled Israelites (Judah)
WHY?
- Result of the Israelites choices of walking away from God repeatedly
- It started with Solomon breaking God’s commands:  married outside of Israel, worshiped Baal (Other gods)
- Israel divided
- as a result of Solomon, introduced it to all of Israel
- Built temples for them everywhere
- made human sacrifices - Molech
- sexual immorality
- not keeping the Sabbath
- passover not observed
- list goes on
- Israel - 19 kings, all of them evil, none of them try to Israelites back to God:  exiled into Assyria.
- Judah - 20 kings, 12 evil, 8 good, but weren’t able to turn the hearts of people back to God
- all that time for repentance (333 years)
- The Israelites knew of God, but didn’t live like it.  They were happy to live knowing about God, or even some with God, but not for God.  And many were happy to simply indulge in the world view that was around them.  
So what is God’s response?
It’s His word to the Israelites through Jeremiah’s letter during their exile.  
v10:  “… I will visit you.” - the word visit in Hebrew is 
1) “paqad” (paw-kad), the root word means to care for, to oversee, so God was saying I’ll come and oversee your situation and take care of you. 
2)  paqad:  empty, something was missing before, or that the quantity was numbered less than the original amount.  
And if we look at it in that context, we can infer that while the Israelites were exiled, God’s presence was either very limited.  
Not there in the fullest.
Or not there at all.
-Not just I will visit
-After 70 years, I will come, attend to you, over see your situation, AND I will bring my presence, or the fullness of my presence back to you and attend to you.  
bring you back in Hebrew is “shuwb” (shoob), the definition actually means to turn back.  
This word used in Isaiah 6:10 that describes the returning of people’s hearts.
-Not just bring you back to promised land
- I’m going to come and visit you, but not just visit, 
- I’m going to take care of you, 
- I’m going to bring my presence back into your midst, 
- I’m going to bring the fullness of my presence 
- so that you will turn your hearts back to me.  You will repent and be with Me again.
Notice how the verses are structured.
God’s presence is the first thing He gives
Notice God doesn’t say I will give you a purpose, a hope for your future, and so you will turn back to me, and have my presence.
Rather:  I will give you my presence, which will lead you to repent so you can be with me.  So then I can give you a purpose, a hope for your future. 
Turn back to ME, because I am GOOD, and I … read v 11
You can almost hear the heart of God, pleading with His people:
come back to me I am good, and here are the reasons why.  Furthermore, Turn back to Me, because I love you, and I can restore all the things that you lost when you were taken into captivity.  (remember Israelites lost everything because they turned away from God)
So what can we learn from these verses?  How can we apply it?
Which brings me to my first point, and one of the first things I’ve learned in my journey into SP.
1) THE GREATEST GIFT HE CAN GIVE IS HIMSELF
It’s not a career, it’s not infinite riches, it’s not a purpose, it’s Him.
In fact this is not the only time his idea is shown in the bible.
Phil 4:6 - guard your hearts and minds in Jesus
Rom 8:28-29 - you will be made to be like Christ
Being with God, having His presence, becoming like Him, and living with Him are the greatest gifts we can have.  
Why is evangelism so hard for us?  Because we don’t treat God as the greatest treasure.
Remember the parable in Matthew 13:44, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
Parable of the Pearl:  Matthew 13:45-46, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a  merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value,e he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
2) BEING WITH GOD IS OUR FIRST PURPOSE
Even before the great commission, we were created to have relationship with God.  And the death of Christ was so that we could have relationship with God.  And as a result, we can have freedom.
Old Test: First created to be in relationship.  God didn’t need us to do anything for Him on earth.  
New Test: The first thing God does is to send Himself in the form of a man, so we can connect with Him.  
John 3:16
He came to save, so we can first be with him.
Jaeson Ma touched on this: “Is My (God’s) presence is enough?”
It’s clear that God is using Him mightily and blessing him in his work.  God has revealed a greater purpose and allowed him to use his gifts, interests, talents, and passions to serve Himself.  But for all the good and all the purposes that God has placed in Jaeson, it’s not because of his gifts and talents that God chose to use him, rather it’s because his heart is fully submitted, devoted, and satisfied with the Lord.  
- know what can never end?  Being in God's presence.  Being in His will.  And when we are, we will ALWAYS have a purpose, and a hope, and a future.  Ultimately to be in heaven.
3) THE DESERT IS PART OF HIS GREAT LOVE
He disciplines those he loves.  
Proverbs 3:12 - For whom the Father loves, He reproves, even as a father, the son in whom he delights."
Hebrew Reprove: yakach (yaw-kakh), 
1)  To convict, to shasten, to convince
2)  There is a physical meaning to the word, “physical circumstances being used to correct sin."
- God loves us so much
- Think about this, God would rather the Israelites go through calamity, the destruction of His own house, the splitting of His kingdom (Israel and Judah), the exiling of His people.  
- not saying God does these things for pleasure.  But His desire for His people to be with Him is strong he would rather allow them to be disciplined than to be destroyed.  
- we can also take heart to this, because God is love, and His love never left the Israelites, but like a loving Fathed, God had to discipline.
Maybe some of us
- are we going through discipline, now, I'm not condemning us or pointing fingers, but we should reflect on our lives, maybe, just maybe, God is trying to get our attention?
- C.S. Lewis, God, He whispers in our joys, speaks in our conscience, and shouts in our pains; it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.  
4) REMAIN FAITHFUL IN OUR DIFFICULTIES
- Because we know God is faithful
- God brought them back from captivity.  Look at Ezra, Nehemiah
-  don't give up!  Exile was not the time for the Israelites to turn away from God. They were saved because they turned back.
- likewise, when we are going through a time of trial or exile, it's not the time to give up and say, forget it, forget God, and make our own way.  Rather it's time to humble ourselves and seek te one good thing, God.  
- a lot of times in our struggles we start looking for things, things to give us hope about our future. Don't we? I know I did.  (Starting a company, becoming a teacher, all so I could make something of my life the way I wanted.). But God knows, we can trust Him to do what is better.  
One of the greatest examples of this is Joseph in the old testament
From an early age God spoke to him:  his dream
- sold by his brothers
- works as a slave
- gets accused of sexual harassment
- gets put into jail
- until finally God lifts him up to become the right hand of Pharaoh 
But we need not worry, do you know why?
Rom 8:32 - “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?"
He's already given us the greatest gift of all, Jesus.  
And with Christ, God will give us all that we need.
