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What an amazing few weeks at SP.  Baptism service, PEug’s message last week on community, Healing service.

Personal thoughts…

Why House Church?

Is it possible because of such a limited understanding to not benefit fully from something?

· Car trunk compartment

· Stevie and sound on cable box.

Most people do not fully benefit because of limited understanding.

House Church is like that...People ask, why should I go?  What will I get out of it?
I believe house church is at times misunderstood. As a result most people are not benefiting from one of God's greatest blessings to His church.
All of the blessings we experience in this life are ultimately undeserved – they are of grace.  But are there any special means that God uses to give additional grace to us?

At first sounds absurd. Jesus lets us know in 2 Corinthians 12:9 that His grace is sufficient, but James 4:6


But He gives a greater grace…
How can we receive a greater grace?

· Being humble – attitude change.

· Submitting to God – put Him first.

· Resisting the devil – resist temptation, sin.

· Draw near to God – intimacy with God.

· Cleanse our hands – repentance.

· Do not speak against one another – be in right relationship with one another.
House Church is designed to help us receive a greater grace.

House Church is modeled after the early Church.

Acts 2:42-47

They were with one mind in the temple then they broke out into smaller communities breaking bread from house to house.

Early church devoted themselves to:

1. Apostles' teaching - WORD
2. Fellowship - WELCOME 

3. Breaking bread - WORSHIP
4. Prayer - WORK
I. Place of Belonging - Welcome
If I wrote a paper on the ideal church/house church situation it would have a theme song...

Making your way in the world today takes everything you've got

Taking a break from all your worries, sure would help a lot

Wouldn't you like to get away?

Sometimes you want to go

Where everybody knows your name and they're always glad you came

You wanna be where you can see our troubles are all the same

You wanna be where everybody knows your name.

Cheers.

Now we are not going to drown ourselves in alcohol but in the reality of God's love and His eternal care for us. A place where our troubles are overcome in community.

We come together to break bread.  Relax from a long day/week of work.

Story from sister about a brother who marveled that HC members came out to celebrate a bday.
II. Place of Believing - Word
House Church is not a social club it is so much more than that.
It's more than a group of people hanging out with each other.

It's a place of learning, believing.

It's not a university, a professional seminar nor a trade convention.

It's where we not only stimulate our minds and learn not just a skill set but simply learn to live life to the fullest as how God designed for life to be lived.

Whenever you buy a product you must figure out what the creator had in mind.  Your product came with a manual – especially stuff that needs to be assembled. Every piece has a role.

Lego sets.

The Creator has a purpose in mind for your life.  

2 significant moments in a person’s life: When you were born, when you realize why you were born.

Want to find out?  Your Creator has a manual – Bible.
Romans 10:17 – Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

2 Timothy 3:15-17 – gives you the wisdom that leads to salvation in JC.
Psalm 119:105 – It is the Word that is a light. 
Dabar - arranged.  More than light but a goal! Purpose.

Psalm 19:7 – It even makes the wise simple.

Romans 15:4 - Gives hope to those in despair. 
That by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope." 
III. Place of Beholding or Experience – Worship

Worshipping the Lord seated at His feet, listening to His voice.
Through genuine congregational worship God will very often bring great blessing – individually and corporately.

The breaking of bread is a nod to the Lord's Supper - not just symbolic.
1 Corinthians 10:16-17 – participating, sharing (koinoinia - fellowship). Sharing in the benefits of Christ's body and blood given us.

Part of the worship in House Church is sharing, participating.  What is God saying to us?  Who does God want to minister to tonight?  It’s active, participatory.
Worship - a time to enter into the holy, get out of ourselves into His light and absorb all that He has for us.

IV. Place of Ministry - Work
What does God want me to do in light of the worship time and what He is saying?

How can I apply the Word to my life this week at work, home, etc?

How can I minister to the Lord and to each other?

Who and how can I pray?
Prayer - not simply the mouthing of words without heartfelt intention, but a genuine expression of our hearts and the reflection of sincere faith will bring incredible grace and blessing to us.

Hebrews 4:16 – drawing near in prayer will receive mercy and grace to help in time of need.

Also involves ministry to others:

• Healing – James 5:16
• Form of encouragement or exhortation – Colossians 3:16

• Give material needs – James 2:16; 1 John 3:17
• Anointing with oil for sick – Mark 6:13; James 5:14
• Laying on of hands – Luke 4:40

Galatians 6: 10

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
There is tremendous blessing and grace reserved for you as you get into a House Church community and learn to Welcome, Word, Worship, and Work together.
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