1 Chronicles 29:14-16

14 “But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You. 15 For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. 16 O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours.

Did some research on tithing online.

· a bit of a debate on this issue

· surprised to see quite a bit of anti-tithing sites & articles

· some great points from both sides

· at some point in their arguments against tithing, they talk about the abuse of finances in the church

· almost seems like an over-reaction

· And it's tragic that this kind of abuse happens in churches and ministries

· but as they say, you can't throw the baby with the bathwater

How I'm approaching it

- I like how Piper puts it: he's preaching it as if he is exhorting his sons (because it's good for them)

- In my preparation, I wanted to prepare it as if I was teaching my youth group students (their money doesn't make a significant difference to me, as in there is no agenda for me)

- The question is: why do I tithe? Do I believe that it's necessary? Do I believe that it's actually good for me, good for the students to tithe? 

WHAT IS TITHING?
- The Christian tradition/practice of putting aside 10% of your income to give to God 

My tithing testimony - looking for an apartment

DO I HAVE TO TITHE?
· It is my understanding, after these few days of studying the topic, that you don't HAVE to tithe

· but you should

· like many practices in our Christian walk (Bible reading, doing QT, attending house church, spiritual disciplines, etc)

· Do you have to? No. But you should because it's good for you.

· means of grace. doing these things release more of God's grace (His love, His favor, His presence, His revelation, etc)

· Today's passage tells us: everything we have comes from you. "From Your hand, we have given You"

· you might think, no, I earned this money with my hard work

· but you have to realize, you've been given your health, your intelligence, your education, your teachers, opportunities, circumstances (things totally out of your control)

· yes you've worked hard, but your working hard would mean nothing without God's blessing & covering

· CS Lewis (Sixpence None the Richer) - Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given to you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already. So that when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to his father and saying, “Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.” Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction. …

· tithing is the bare minimum in expressing this reality

· a TANGIBLE and PRACTICAL reminder

· Matthew 13:24 - "deceitfulness of wealth" Greed & Materialism is so subtle & deceitful. We often don't realize we struggle with it.

· lifestyle always matches our income (there is ALWAYS someone that spends more than you, and everyone always feels middle-class and frugal)

· Tim Keller's story of preaching in NY (10-15 times more on money) and the Seven Deadly Sins series

· Luke 12:15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”

· why "WATCH OUT"? he doesn't say that about adultery or murder

· tithing is a practical way to combat this deception of wealth & come back to the reality that everything we have is God's. 

· not that tithing is ENOUGH, but that 10% is a good, practical place to start

· WHY 10%? I don't know, but the Bible models 10% for us, which we will look at in the next section. [P. Sam has a great explanation of the significance of the number 10 (number of redemption) in the Bible, May 20, 2012]. It's a practical number - easy to calculate. And it's a gracious figure - God could have said everything.  

· if we didn't practice it, it'd be SO easy to spend that 10% on ourselves, and not think about this reality

· tangible because it's easy to say we believe that everything comes from God, but much harder to live it

· words are cheap

IS IT IN THE BIBLE? 
· simple answer: yes

· but usually the question is - is there an absolute, direct command in the new testament that says you must tithe 10% of your income, as we practice tithing today. 

· no. There may not be proof text, but I believe the Bible teaches us to tithe and actually go beyond the tithe

1) Abraham models tithing

Gen 14:14-20

14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. 16 He brought back all the goods, and also brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people.

17 Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said,

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,

Possessor of heaven and earth;

20 And blessed be God Most High,

Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

He gave him a tenth of all.

Heb 7:1-10

1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually.

4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth of the choicest spoils. 5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest’s office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham. 6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises. 7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater. 8 In this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives on. 9 And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.

· Melchizedek is a symbolic figure of Jesus

· bread and wine

· king of righteousness, king of peace, no beginning and no end

· blessing comes and then Abraham tithes from his spoils

· Pre-Moses. Before the Old Covenant Law. Before anyone COMMANDED it, Abraham models tithing for us by voluntarily giving 10%.

2) Moses commanded tithing

· three different tithes

A) Tithe that went to support the Levites (full-time religious workers of their day)

Num 18:21 

“To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting.

B) Tithe that went toward corporate worship & celebration, festivals that built community

Deut 14:22-27

22 “You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every year. 23 You shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God, at the place where He chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and your flock, so that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always. 24 If the distance is so great for you that you are not able to bring the tithe, since the place where the Lord your God chooses to set His name is too far away from you when the Lord your God blesses you, 25 then you shall exchange it for money, and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which the Lord your God chooses. 26 You may spend the money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27 Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is in your town, for he has no portion or inheritance among you.

C) Tithe for the poor

Deut 14:28-29

28 “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town. 29 The Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.

· The Old Covenant tithing system actually required 23.3 perfect of all their produce. 

· but we know that with Jesus, the law is broken. We're not governed by LAW. We're governed by the Spirit. 

3) Jesus perfects tithing

· the law takes something that is righteous and good

· the law was an imperfect method of helping people live righteously and do good deeds

· so it takes something good, like being faithful to your spouse, and it turns it into a law: You shall not commit adultery

· but as sinful beings, when a law like that is given, we become fixated on keeping the law, instead of doing the good and righteous thing

· we define: what is adultery? can I look but not touch? can I just fantasize about it in my mind? where's the line? 

· And we lose sight of the point

· Romans 7, Mark 7 (honoring father and mother), Mark 2 (sabbath)

· when Paul talks about us being freed from OT law, what's he saying? 

· there is freedom from it, so we can now commit adultery whenever we want to?

· no. He's saying the power of law (the power that kept us focusing on the deed, losing sight of that which was really great) is broken

· and we actually focus on the thing that is righteous and good

· in the new covenant, with a personal relationship with God, with the Holy Spirit leading and guiding us, we go above and beyond not committing adultery. We love them. 

· tithing existed outside of the old covenant system

· Abraham voluntarily gave his 10% to Melchizedek

· honoring God, provision for the priest 

· it became a LAW under Moses

· but the point of the tithe remains

· Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.

· Just as with other laws of the Old Covenant that apply to the New Covenant (because they're based on eternal principles), the new covenant makes it better

· whereas the LAW-abiding Pharisees focused on getting that exact 10% right, but forgot about the actual goodness of the practice, the actual purpose behind it, the new covenant Christians are freed to go above and beyond just tithing the exact 10%, but go above and beyond. 

How should I tithe? 
· we come back to tithing as a guideline, as a starting point.

1. Give when you receive.

If you are paid weekly, give weekly.  Monthly, yearly, etc…

Giving is an act of worship.

Please jot it down on the envelope.

“Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”

Key is Jesus is dealing with our motives.  Just like in prayer and fasting.  We should always give to glorify God and not to be seen by others.  Inner moral righteousness vs. outer formal righteousness.

“Won’t I lose my reward?”  Luke 21:1-4 – widow’s mite.  Jesus was close enough to the offering box to not only see the widow but also what she gave.  He made her donation public.  Did she lose her reward?  No, the issue was the motive of our heart.

Do you only pray in your closet?  Only fast in secret?

2. Give what you receive.

Salary, bonus, investment income, etc…

If you did it all by yourself then no worries.  But if God helped give as an act of worship.

3. Give where you are fed.

Whatever church you go to this is the place where you tithe.  Can give offerings to parachurch ministries, other churches – key is generosity.

OT – temple was taken care of.

“I don’t want to give to my church because I don’t trust them.”  

Firstly, you are giving to God.  This is between you and God first.

Secondly, you need to find another church.

20% of SPers tithe.

I have turned down former SPers before who wanted to continue to tithe to SP while being somewhere else.  No!

