Poverty Sunday – Matthew 25:34-45 - Becoming the Solution to Poverty 
- Jesus is teaching His disciples after He walks out of the temple.

- Starts teaching at Chapter 24

- 24 is about Christ’s return, remaining watchful for His return

- Jesus talks about the Anti-Christ

- Matthew 25 is mainly to do with Stewardship
- 10 Virgins: remaining faithful until the bridegroom comes

- 5,2,1 Talents: being faithful with what God has given you.

- Last bit, judgement of God:  use what God has given you for the poor. 

SUMMARIZE 24 & 25

- 24: is saying Jesus is going to come back, anytime, but it’s going to be soon

- 25: is Jesus warning us: Don’t be too caught up about our own lives and think that we can take care of the poor later.  Because He can come back any time, and His judgement will come.

No SECRET MESSAGE OF THE PASSAGE

- passage seems very harsh, so I decided to look deeper.

- I thought maybe Jesus was speaking in parable.

- Going through the Greek, the tense and words were translated so well, this may be one of the most straight forward passages.

- only word Worth Mentioning: Righteous (Greek): dikaios - adj. someone to be of character, who acts alike to all, one who practices righteousness
- but even when translated to English, Jesus has the emphasis on the works also.

- Even before preparing, I felt that there was a difficulty.  

-What haven't we heard about serving the poor?  

- We know what the bible says about the poor and how we should act.  

- And in some ways I felt like if I were to preach it would be like beating a dead horse.  

- It was in the attitude that God revealed a revelation.

Reboot, idea of reboot.  Breaking down the idea.  Taking it a little further.
Bad instructions causing problems.

- Start up

- Running with bad code

- Blue screen of death

The problem with only rebooting is, it doesn’t really fix the problem.
What I mean is, when we reboot a computer, what was wrong is STILL there, it just doesn’t show up until we do something that causes what was wrong before to show up again.

The problem never gets fixed.  So what do we have to do?

1)  Recognizing the need

2)  Creating the right instruction (code)

3)  Implementing the new instruction (code)

4)  Rebooting to run with the right instruction

Bible often talks about the Body, or the body of Christ.  So this maybe a better model.

Cystic Fibrosis
This gene controls how cells in the lungs, intestines, pancreas, and other areas of the body secret mucous.  Because of the bad gene, these organs secrete too much mucous.  Not only was it too much mucous, it’s thicker and stickier and so it causes a lot of problems.  

- lungs, create so much of this thick mucous, it blocks air ways.

- Intestines, hard to absorb nutrition, bad bowl movement etc.

- the condition can get so bad that organs may eventually need to be replaced.

- The immune system is supposed to be able to remove these bad cells.  

- But isn’t it working?  Because the original instruction, the DNA of the cell is what’s causing the problem.  Even when they’re removed, the new cells that replaces them, have the same bad instruction.

There is a bad gene gives cells bad instructions which is why it does what it does.

1)  Recognizing the Need

2)  Knowing the Cure, need for a new Gene / DNA

3)  Implementing of gene

4)  Cells are reproduced with new gene, and eventually the disease is eliminated.

The body is rebooted with good instructions, so the right actions take place.
1)  RECOGNIZING THE NEED
Recognizing the NEED for change IN US (You & Me)
- Matthew 25:  Jesus is speaking to His disciples.

- He’s telling them, there needs to be a heart check because although many will say they know Me, only those who love the poor truly do.

- Am I serving and loving the poor?

Recognizing the NEED for Change in HK
- 19.6% of HK residence live with under $45 HK a day

- in a city of 7.1M, that’s bout 1.3M HK people.

- 1/3 Seniors struggle to meet their basic nutritional needs

- 1.1M seniors

- 1 in 4 don’t get 3 meals a day

- 12% kids, 852,000 kids, so 213,000 kids 

- 280,000 residences in CUT HOMES / Cubicle HOMES

One of the Stigma’s of the poor is that they’re lazy, or don’t work.

- But many of them are registered workers, and they receive $28 a day

2)  THE RIGHT SOLUTION
- What is the right solution?

- God has called US, YOU & ME to be the solution

WE are to be the solution.

- Chapter 25, Jesus making distinction about sheep and goats.

- Both the righteous and unrighteous called Him Lord, meaning they recognized Him as the Son of God.

- Jesus’ heart is for His people to go and serve

3)  IMPLEMENTING THE SOLUTION
We need to GO

- In Mark, after John gets beheaded, Jesus leads the disciples out to a secluded place for them to rest.

- People see them and run to them

- Jesus had compassion started teaching them

- After, disciples said to send them away to get food.

Mark 6:37 - “But He answered them, YOU give them something to eat."
4)  BEING THE EXAMPLE
- The world may not know better, but as Christians we should.

- The world needs to understand that WE and THEY need to care for the poor.

- The world may not be able to see Jesus or read the bible to know Him, but they see YOU, and ME, and every confessing Christian.  And in order for there to be change in this world, we must first be changed.  

- In order for there to be real action, we must first be willing to act.   

Tangent - Spiritual Poverty

- Address both Physical and Spiritual Poverty 

- “I don’t have a problem with Jesus, but I have a problem with Christians."

- That means we need to act. 

1 John 3:17 - “But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in Him.
Be the good news to someone, so that they can receive the good news, and then go and tell more people about it!
- Because although there is a physical need

- The ultimate need is still salvation.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” - Matthew 28:19
- We recognize that Works is important

- Actions that address the physical gives us an opportunity for the spiritual.
PAGE  
1

