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 Reboot – Prayer led Leadership

City to City Asia conversation with seminarian.  Hearing God’s voice does not replace the Bible in any way.  It is not extra-Biblical revelation. It’s biblical revelation.

Evangelical Christianity has not established as a principle that we do nothing that is not explicitly directed by Scripture. There is however, consensus that we do nothing that is contrary to Scripture.

Examples:

· Worship on Sundays - moved to honor the resurrection

· Celebrate Easter and Christmas

· Build church buildings

· Ordain clergy

· Organize Sunday schools

What we do have for each of them however is enough knowledge about God's character and His will, about the nature of the Kingdom of God, and about principles of Christian behavior and ministry to do them all.

Four simple guidelines to hear God’s voice:

I. Confess

II. Submit

III. Resist

IV. Expect

The glue to all these is intimacy.  

James 4:8a


Draw near to God and He will draw near to you

Purpose of hearing God’s voice is for relationship with God first and foremost.  Hearing God’s voice is to be used for self-edification and the edification of the body of Christ.  It is not to be used for personal worldly gain or for self-glorification.  You are not a better Christian if you can hear His voice—you are just His child.

Eventually you will start to hear God for other people.  It is so encouraging to hear God for other people.  As you pray for others, God will tell you what is going on and will give you words of wisdom to comfort and encourage that person.

We now know that God can and does speak to His people.  Now we will discuss how He does it.

Allow God to speak to you in the way He chooses.  Don’t try to dictate to Him concerning the guidance methods you prefer.  He is Lord—you are His servant.

So listen with a yielded heart – there is a direct link between yieldedness and hearing.

He may choose to speak to you:
1. Through His WORD.  
Psalm 119:105


Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path
This could come from your daily reading or He could guide you through a particular verse.

2. Through an AUDIBLE VOICE
Exodus 3:4
When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”
3. Through DREAMS 
Matthew 2:13

Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.”
Acts 10:10-16
4. Through VISIONS 
Isaiah 6:1

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple
Revelation 1:12-17
Acts 10:3

About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a vision an angel of God who had just come in and said to him, “Cornelius!”
5. Through QUIET INNER VOICE 
Isaiah 30:21
Your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left.
1 Kings 19:11-13

So He said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  After the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing.  When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
With that said, hearing God’s voice is somewhat mysterious.

Numbers 12:6-8

He said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to him in a vision. I shall speak with him in a dream.  “Not so, with My servant Moses, he is faithful in all My household; with him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark sayings, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?”
Vision, dream, dark sayings.  Again what was the key?  Friendship.
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