Word, Power, Conviction – 1 Thessalonians 1:4-7 (Jacky Lam)
[Note: ask SP about the 10 mins a day Bible reading]

-INTRODUCTION-

“Since the beginning of time, the force that started the great religious and political landslides of history has been the magic power of the spoken word alone. 

The great masses of a people yield only to the force of speech. All great movements are people’s movements… They are not the sweet words of smooth-talk, literature, and heroes. Only a storm of hot passion can change the “Fate of a People”… A man who has no passion and whose mouth is closed has not been chosen by Heaven as a Messenger of its Will.” 
· Let us pray
· I am a litigation lawyer.  Under Hong Kong law, there is a requirement for parties in a commercial dispute to (try to) settle their case.  
· Why is it compulsory?  Well, one of the practical reasons is because there are limited resources in the HK judiciary to handle every single case.  Pray for those leaders.
· More importantly:  because the sharpest tool of the law, the brightest mind of counsel, and the wealth of weapons in your arsenal cannot contest with the power of gentle speech between two enemies.  
Proverbs 16:24: “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”.  
Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue.
I return to my earlier quote:

“Since the beginning of time, the force that started the great religious and political landslides of history has been the magic power of the spoken word alone… A man who has no passion and whose mouth is closed has not been chosen by Heaven as a Messenger of its Will.”

Does anyone know who said this?  Hitler – Mein Kampf “My Struggle”, his autobiography.  Most of you may know that he was a dictator, some of you may know that he was a charismatic leader, but not many of you will know that some of his ability to draw crowds to his insane ideology was not firstly by might.  It is by the power of passionate speech that he drew millions to the abyss.  
This serves as a reminder that what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart (Matthew 15:18).   
If a madman is able to understand the power of A spoken word, how much more should we understand the power of THE spoken word.  
-THREE POINTS-

Today’s message: our senior pastor’s vision for this year is Word and Power.
When I was praying about this, one passage kept coming back to me.  

1 Thessalonians 1:4-7
History lesson:  Paul’s one month mission trip to Thessalonica was documented in Acts 17.  Here, he sought to point out how Jesus is the one whom the OT was speaking about.   He faced immense persecution and the jealous Jews who did not believe in Jesus decided to persecute those who befriended or welcomed Paul, such as dragging a man called Jason to the city authorities.  

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. [REPEAT] You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
THREE POINTS to exposit: (1) our gospel came to you not only in word, (2) but also in power and in the Holy Spirit, and (3) with full conviction.

1. Our gospel came to you not only in word
We need to break this statement down.
The “gospel”:  That Jesus was nailed to the cross because of our sins, and he exchanged our death for his life.  We are therefore re-born with Him, living a renewed life in Christ, and hold to the promise that we shall be with God, face-to-face, in new heaven and new earth.   Contemplate on this throughout today’s message.
“only” in “word”: the way that Paul is using the key word, “only” suggests that there is something lacking about the gospel coming merely by “word”, or by “communication” (i.e. Gk. logo), which is perhaps a more faithful translation of the Greek word.  Perhaps there are some of you here sitting today that when you read the gospel, it is merely a written text.  That there is something dead about reading a book which is otherwise quite a good door-stopper (or even a conversation stopper at a business lunch).  
Yet, how that contrasts with what the Psalmist says at Psalm 19:  
“7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. 10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.”
Indeed, the gospel does not just come to us in word.  It is the living word of the living God.  As P Sam preached last week, by reference to Hebrews 4:12 – the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  Yet, as a generation, we are so biblically illiterate that we are probably better at reciting lines from movies, articles and novels which have limited bearing on our lives, than lines from the piercing and living Word of God.
Let me share an anecdote:

John Rogers completed William Tyndale’s translation of the Bible into English, which William Tyndale would have completed himself if he weren't arrested, tried and condemned to death. Tyndale was strangled and burned at the stake in 1536. All because he wanted people to have their own Bible in a language they could understand and read.  Up to that point, very few had access to Scripture, and even if they did, it was not in a language readily understood by the public.  The Word was therefore mostly received aurally. 
One day when Rogers was preaching a sermon, he begins a role-play to touch on the topic of people’s neglect of the Bible.  He personates God to the people telling them, ‘Well, I have trusted you so long with my Bible: you have slighted it; it lies in such and such a house all covered with dust and cobwebs. You care not to look at it. Do you use my Bible so? Well you shall have my Bible no longer.’ And he takes up the Bible from his cushion and seemed as if he were going away with it and carrying it from them; but immediately [he] turns again and personates the people to God, falls down on his knees, cries and pleads most earnestly, ‘Lord, whatsoever thou dost to us take not thy Bible from us; kill our children, burn our houses, destroy our goods; only spare us thy Bible, only take not away thy Bible.’ And the he personates God again to he people, ‘Say you so? Well, I will try you a little while longer; and here is my Bible for you, I will see how you use it, whether you will love it more, whether you will value it more, whether you will observe it more, whether you will practise it more and live more according to it.’

By these actions he put all the congregation into so strange a posture that he never saw any congregation in his life…the people generally…were…deluged with their own tears; and he told me that he himself when he got out and was to take horse again to be gone was fain to hang a quarter of an hour upon the neck of his horse weeping, before he had the power to mount, so strange an impression was there upon him and generally upon the people upon having been thus rebuked for their neglect of the Bible.

+++
Brothers and sisters, perhaps some of us believe that we can remain full of life apart from the Word.  Yet, that can’t be further from the truth.  Deuteronomy 8:3 – man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of God, much like the manna which tasted like honey.  
Let us look at Genesis 1.  Light shines into the darkness. 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was [a]formless and void, and darkness was over the [b]surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was [c]moving over the [d]surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
6 Then God said, “Let there be [e]an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so.
20 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.”
24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth after their kind”; and it was so.
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 30 and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so.
That is the power of God’s word.  He SPOKE creation into being.  John 1 says “all things came into being through God’s Word, and apart from God’s Word nothing came into being that has come into being.  In God’s Word was life, and the life was the Light of men.” (v.3) The key thing, therefore is that this Word is not dead, but HE BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US (John 1:14).  Jesus is God’s Word – He dwells in us by the Spirit.  
Dare we oppose God’s written and spoken Word?  
2. But also in power and in the Holy Spirit
“dunamei” (Gk. for “power”)
Special/miraculous power, ability, might, strength, mighty work 
Like an electric “dynamo” by the Spirit – “ethereal”, by the “breath”.  Generating energy and life.
Wind turbines vs Hand-held fan:  Are we relying on our own strength to fan the word of God, or are we allowing the Spirit to generate the power?  We have limited strength, but the Spirit is limitless.

Wind turbines operate on a simple principle. The energy in the wind turns two or three propeller-like blades around a rotor. The rotor is connected to the main shaft, which spins a generator to create electricity. 
Where the analogy falls short is that wind turbines are, in fact, incredibly inefficient sources of energy.  Installation costs are ridiculous, and wind power is too variable and too unpredictable to provide serious alternatives to fossil fuels. 
But we have the Holy Spirit – whom we have received, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God.
1 Corinthians 1:18
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 2:2-5, 11-12
2 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God
This is the same Spirit Who is in us, Church.  No reason that the Bible is too difficult, when the Word is fanned by the Unlimited Power and Insight of the Holy Spirit. 
The Power of the gospel and His word can take on many forms.  Power in blessing someone.  Power in our pastors’ benediction at the end of sermons.  
Today, I want to look at the power of the Word against adversity.
Isaiah 36 (also quoted in 2 Kings 18) – 

Isaiah doesn’t give us the background to the Assyrian invasion that we find in 2 Kings 18 when Hezekiah (one of the kings of Judah) tried to cut a deal with Sennacherib (the king of Assyria).  Earlier on in Isaiah (chapter 10) we read that Assyria had become God’s temporary tool as a rod of discipline on Israel, and in chapters 30-31 we learn that Israel had tried to align itself to Egypt to fend off the enemies, and God was not pleased by this alliance.
Isaiah begins the story from the point when the field commander issues an ultimatum to Jerusalem, deliberately speaking in the Hebrew language so that all the ordinary people would know what was said.  This is about 8th-7th BC.  
“4 Then Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria, “What is this confidence that you have? 5 I say, ‘Your counsel and strength for the war are only empty words.’ Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me? 6 Behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him. 7 But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the Lord our God,’ [REPEAT: TRUST IN THE LORD OUR GOD] is it not He whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away and has said to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar’? 8 Now therefore, come make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set riders on them. 9 How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master’s servants and rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Have I now come up without the Lord’s approval against this land to destroy it? The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’”’”

…

13 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean and said, “Hear the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. 14 Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you; 15 nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, “The Lord will surely deliver us, this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” [REPEAT: THE LORD WILL SURELY DELIVER US] 16 Do not listen to Hezekiah,’ for thus says the king of Assyria, ‘Make your peace with me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink each of the waters of his own cistern, 17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you, saying, “The Lord will deliver us.” [REPEAT: THE LORD WILL DELIVER US] Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? And when have they delivered Samaria from my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered their land from my hand, that the Lord would deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’”
The “Rabshakeh” – i.e. the chief cupbearer, so a personal assistant to Sennacherib, relies on a number of themes. 

· They cannot depend on Egypt to help them (verses 4-7)
· Even if the Assyrians gave them horses, they didn’t have the manpower to use them and Egypt wouldn’t deliver resources anyway
· Most importantly, vv.18-20 – the world is full of nations with their different gods and religions – i.e. the Israelites are not different.  Surely your God is no more real or powerful than any of these other gods?  Let the Spirit speak to you…
The doubt is re-emphasized in v. 14 – “do not let Hezekiah deceive you”.  Don’t let your Jesus, your pastor, your leader deceive you!  Your God is powerless!  Let the Spirit speak to you…
This is again stated in Isaiah 36:10, 37:10 – “Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”  As if it was satan trying to question God’s promise – c.f. Genesis 3, Eve vs satan. “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”
What “word” is Hezekiah holding firm to?  The promise that THE LORD WILL DELIVER US.  Is that not the SAME WORD FOR US THIS DAY?  What we learn is that the angel of the LORD struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians and Sennacherib departed.  Isaiah 37:38 describes that when he was worshipping in the house of his god, his sons killed him with a sword.  Shakespearean Game of Thrones style…
Very interesting if you look into the Assyrian history and how they recorded this event.  
That is the power of the Word.  The power to walk a new, victorious, life in Christ, in face of all adversity and circumstances.  Power to hold to the Word – THE LORD WILL DELIVER US.
3. And with full conviction
What is “conviction”?  A typical dictionary meaning is that it is a “firmly held opinion”.

What, is the opposite of conviction?  Lack of certainty.  Carelessness.  
Matthew 12:33-37  

“33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 35 The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. 36 But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.””
James 3:5-12

…See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh.
Let us, therefore, not be careless with our words.  Let us speak, knowing the exact word from God – not more, not less.  Let us speak, in power, in the Holy Spirit, in conviction.
In Greek, conviction is: plerophoreo (play-rof-or-eh'-o) – meaning to carry out fully (in evidence), i.e. completely assure (or convince), entirely accomplish.  Make full proof of. 
There are two ways to understand this: (a) to completely assure or convince; and (b) to make full proof of.  
(A) CONVICTION – “completely assure or convince”
Before we can completely assure or convince someone of something, we need to be convinced ourselves.  
For me, the thumb rule of being convicted with the Word is to be drawn to the Word and to be woo’ed by the Word.  If the Word is living and active, why don’t I let the Word speak to me?  Why don’t I let God speak to me through the Word?
How many here have done that?
Psalm 119
· Longest chapter of the Bible – 176 verses.  If we had to read it, my entire message would be extended by another 30 minutes.  
· But I have grace – let us look at it as an overview

· The Psalm is alphabetical – eight stanzas commence with one Hebrew letter, and another eight with the next letter; it proceeds like this through the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet.  It has been mused that this Psalm is taught to children to not only teach them the alphabet, but also to teach them this Psalm. 
· The author is, according to commentators, David.  
· The one theme tying everything is the word of the Lord (comes up almost 42 times, so at least once or twice per Hebrew alphabet).  Almost every verse speaks of God’s revelation of himself to man.  
· I want to focus especially on one theme of how the Word is applied:

· Read Psalm 119:9: How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to Your word. (GIC verse)
· Psalm 119:25: My soul cleaves to the dust; revive me according to Your word
· Psalm 119:28: My soul weeps because of grief; strengthen me according to Your word

· Psalm 119:42:  I will have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I trust in Your word

· Psalm 119:49-50: Remember the word to Your servant, in which You have made me hope.  This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your word has revived me.
· Psalm 119:82: My eyes fail with longing for Your word, while I say, “When will You comfort me?”  Though I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, I do not forget Your statutes

· Psalm 119:161-2:  Princes persecute me without cause, but my heart stands in awe of Your words.  I rejoice at Your word, as one who finds great spoil.
· Psalm 119:169/170/172: Give me understanding, deliver me, let my tongue sing according to Your word!  
The theme here is that the Word comforts us in our afflictions.  
· It is not dependent on our emotions.  The Word stands outside of us, unaffected by our grief.  The living Word remains the Comforter at all times.  Do we trust in the power of the living Word?  
· How often, when we are afflicted or grieving, that we only seek prayers from brothers and sisters, or worse yet, fill ourselves with vices or “guilty pleasures”?  Here, we learn that the Word remains true even when we are not.  He remains faithful, His Word sustains us, even when we are crushed.  
· As a charismatic church, we are often accused of not reading the Word.  At SP, I know our reputation is that of a “cult”-like church. 21 day fasts, EMP’s, 39-week PD courses.  The list goes on.
· However, like many charismatic churches, we are not often known as a church that deeply steeped in the Word of God.  
· We should be as quick to pray for one another, to fast with one another, as we are to – as said in 2 Timothy 3 – teach, reprove, correct and train others in righteousness with the Word.  We may sometimes feel too weak to pray, feel too weak to come to church, feel like you are filled with guilt – perhaps the guilt of not fasting – but know this: God’s Word remains true.  Let God’s Word speak to you and lift you up and comfort you where you are.  That is the Power of God’s Word against Adversity in your life.
· In that sense, how often do you find yourself recommending people to come to church, or speak to one of our pastors, because you can’t explain something? 
· Brothers and sisters – you are Jesus’ body.  The Spirit resting on SP’s staff is the same Spirit resting on you, if you ask. 
Recommend “methods” (e.g. apologetics conference, EMP, EMP Bible Study, ministries – best way to see the Word in Action, theological flavor of the month, go to the RAW Word of God) 
Communicate better – Christian lingo (i.e. “original sin”? “atonement”? “love”?)?  Yesu vs Isa.  
Share story of how I learnt God’s Word (NLT translation, one day a week, ministry; other people do it better than us; share story about colleague/client this week).  
Let’s not be lazy, brothers and sisters.  Even the busiest of us will have time to eat and sleep; you certainly have time to know His Word better.  It is, after all, a matter of the heart.  If your heart is in the wrong place, studying the Word will always be inconvenient to you.
Only when we are convinced, can we then explain the gospel with more clarity.  
(B) CONVICTION – “carry out fully”

And finally, it goes without saying that the Word we preach must be carried out in full.  In other words, we need to walk the talk.  This is how 1 Thessalonians 1 continues after v.6:
“6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”
Finally, while words are powerful, the Lord also expects us to walk the talk.  In sharing the Word, the gospel, are you capable of being imitated?  Can anyone here realize the challenge of being imitated, to become an awesome example to all believers?
Let us pray
Hitler only achieved a half-truth: indeed, a spoken word is very powerful.  But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart (Matthew 15:18).   What word are we speaking?  What word are we reading?  What word are we filled with?  Because the Word of God is living and active, driven by the Power of the Holy Spirit, able to sustain us in trials, persecutions, stress, times of immense burden.  
I want you to meditate on one of the passages you have been reading this week, as P Sam recommended.  One way to learn the Word well is to use it in ministry, not in a vacuum.  This particular method is something I learned from attending Matthew Pine’s class during the SPLI last year.  
Let’s pray and prophesy over each other with that passage.  Form groups of two or three and do that now. 

CLOSING PRAYER: pray the following over the congregation
Proverbs 4:5-13, 6:22-24:

5 Acquire wisdom! Acquire understanding!
Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my mouth.

6 “Do not forsake her, and she will guard you;
Love her, and she will watch over you.

7 “The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom;
And with all your acquiring, get understanding.

8 “Prize her, and she will exalt you;
She will honor you if you embrace her.

9 “She will place on your head a garland of grace;
She will present you with a crown of beauty.”

10 Hear, my son, and accept my sayings
And the years of your life will be many.

11 I have directed you in the way of wisdom;
I have led you in upright paths.

12 When you walk, your steps will not be impeded;
And if you run, you will not stumble.

13 Take hold of instruction; do not let go.
Guard her, for she is your life.
…

22 When you walk about, they will guide you;
When you sleep, they will watch over you;

And when you awake, they will talk to you.

23 For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light;
And reproofs for discipline are the way of life

24 To keep you from the evil woman,
From the smooth tongue of the adulteress.
