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You shall have no other Gods

Exodus 20:1-17

What are the 10 Commandments?

The Ten Commandments (also known as the Decalogue) are ten laws in the Bible that God gave to the nation of Israel shortly after the exodus from Egypt. The Ten Commandments are essentially a summary of the 613 commandments contained in the Old Testament Law. The first four commandments deal with our relationship with God. The last six commandments deal with our relationships with one another.
Jesus summarizes the 10 Commandments.  Love God and love your neighbor.

Matthew 22:37-40
And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' "This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."
Why the 10 Commandments?  

They are timeless.

In 2008 Archbishop Gianfranco Girotti felt the Catholics’ seven deadly sins needed to be updated. According to the BBC report, he wanted to add things like environmental pollution, genetic manipulation, accumulating excessive wealth, and drug trafficking and consumption to his new list. 

The old list, including gluttony, greed and sloth, is traced back to Pope Gregory I in A.D. 590.

The 10 Commandments are much older but as relevant today as it was 3500 years ago when God gave it to the Israelites on Mount Sinai.

But PSam, aren’t we under the New Covenant?  Why are we dealing with the Old?
The Bible is very clear that the Law cannot save us.  Fulfilling the Law will not guarantee entrance into heaven.  In fact, it’s an impossibility.  

Ecclesiastes 7:20

Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins.
Even the rich young ruler was fooling himself.  Even he lacked something.

What is the purpose of the Law?

Romans 7:7-12

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.” But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died; and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
The commandments were a mirror for us.  It showed us how we come short of the glory of God.  Now Christ came to bridge that gap by grace.

The Ten Commandments demonstrate that we have all sinned and are therefore in need of God’s mercy and grace, available only through faith in Jesus Christ.

So when we are talking about the 10 Commandments, we are not dealing with a salvific issue (obeying the 10 commandments as the ticket to heaven) but we are dealing with how we can live our lives in the age of grace.  In contrast to the popular teaching of our day that wants to just chuck the 10 Commandments Paul says,
Romans 6:15

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be!

Jesus even said:

Matthew 5:17

Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.
He didn’t come to get rid of them, but to fulfill them.  In other words bring the 10 Commandments to its proper purpose – to expose our sin and to help us live godly lives.

First Commandment

Exodus 20:1-3

Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before Me.

This command is against worshipping any god other than the one true God. 

All other gods are false gods.
The First Commandment is a reminder to focus on the awesome power and majesty of our 
Creator God. God’s power was on display when He thundered these commandments from Mount Sinai.
The first commandment is not just about pagan gods and false religions.  Anything we put as higher priority than the true God causes us to sin.

What are the gods of our age?

1. Self

2 Timothy 1-5

But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these.

Matthew 16:24

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
The love of self is responsible for the wars, crimes against humanity, the evils of our world can be traced to love of self.  Our greed, our uncaring, unsympathetic look at life.

I am an American.  I am proud of that.  America was based on the foundations of the Bible.  To care for others.

First recorded sermon on American soil was from a deacon, Robert Cushman, in December 9, 1621. 

The Pilgrims at Plymouth colony were afraid. An Indian had just reported a white sail off Cape Cod. Was this a French raider from Canada? Miles Standish armed the men and they prepared to meet any assault. Great was their relief when the ship turned out to be the Fortune, an English vessel bringing more colonists. While many of the newcomers were not Pilgrims, one of the men who disembarked from the boat had been a leader in Leyden, the Dutch city where the Puritans previously lived in exile. This was the deacon, Robert Cushman.

Robert had come to straighten out affairs in the colony. The men who had put up the money to finance the settlement were angry that the ship Mayflower had been kept so long by the Pilgrims--and then sent home empty. The colonists might well have loaded it with timber at least! The company wanted a return on their investments. And they wanted some amended articles signed, too.

At Plymouth, settlers were sick of the company policy of share-and-share-alike. Some demanded that the land be parceled as in private chunks. Robert warned them strongly against this kind of talk, and said their backers were in no mood to be trifled with. If the colonists hoped for future supplies, they must agree to company terms.

Robert quoted Paul's words to the quarreling Corinthians as an example for the disgruntled settlers. Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth (1 Corinthians 10:24). "The occasion of these words of the Apostle Paul, was because of the abuses which were in the Church of Corinth. Which abuses arose chiefly through swelling pride, self-love and conceitedness.." 

"...it is lawful sometimes for men to gather wealth, and grow rich, even as there was a time for Joseph to store up corn, but a godly and sincere Christian will see when this time is, and will not hoard up when he seeth others of his brethren and associates to want, but then is a time, if he have anything to fetch out and disperse it.."

"...you must seek still the wealth of one another.." he reminded them and pointed out that it was in their self interest to do so, for, "Even as we deal with others, ourselves and others shall be dealt withal.. for it is the merciful that shall obtain mercy.."

The settlers listened to Robert. Not only did they sign the despised articles, but they filled the Fortune with wood and furs. Robert sailed for England.

We have come very far from those times.  Now its all about me, myself, and I.

Hong Kong – “I believe in myself.”  In other words, “I am my own god.”

2. Mammom – Materialism, Money

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.

Milton’s poem, Paradise Lost, is his picture of hell.  Milton showed Satan as a fallen commander in chief surrounded by his demon generals.  Among them were Molech, Dagon, Astarte, Osiris, and Belial.  Each of these was the god of an idol-worshipping culture in ancient times.  Milton depicts another demon standing by Satan’s side.  That demon’s name was Mammon.  

After reading Matthew 6:24, you understand why Milton placed Mammon there.

Jesus clearly suggests that it is possible to serve mammon instead of serving God.

But Jesus goes further and states that it is impossible to serve both at the same time.  There is no middle ground.  Mammon is a jealous god.

The spirit of mammon.

Mammon was an Aramaic word which means riches.  The Assyrians got the concept of a god of riches from the Babylonians.  Babylon was a city founded on pride and arrogance.  At its heart is an attitude that says: 

· Man doesn’t need God.  

· We’re self-sufficient

The spirit of mammon tries to tell us that we don’t need God – trust in riches!

Pastor Jimmy Evans

Mammon promises things that only God can give—security, significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom.  Mammon tells us that it can insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation.

Mammon is nothing more than the system of this fallen world that stands in sharp opposition to God and His ways.

Mammon says, if you have the right clothes, the right car, the right credit cards, and live in the right neighborhood and you know the right people, you’ll be happy and fulfilled.

Mammon says, if you had more money people would listen to you, your relationship problems will go away, and life would be sweet.

Mammon is God-like

· Omnipresent – can go anywhere I want

· Omnipotent – can do whatever I want and get away with anything.

· Omniscient – can know anything

Mammon ensnares Christians too.  Mammon says, “if you had more money, then you can really start helping people.”

Remember, Jesus never told anyone the answer was more money.  

Money is not the answer to problems.  God is. 
Many times when we are under pressure this thought will come to us:

1. we either need God to miraculously change our circumstances.

2. we need to win the lottery or have someone unload a truckload of cash on us.

Notice how the spirit of mammon tries to position itself as a substitute for God.  You either need God to work a miracle or you need more money.  That is a lie.  We need God, period.

Again, the first commandment is not just about pagan gods and false religions.  Anything we put as higher priority than the true God causes us to sin.

To the Israelites, it was the Lord God who had the power to bring His people out of bondage in Egypt. He alone cared enough for them to choose them to be His own, and He alone delivered and protected them. For all this, He declares that He alone deserves to be worshipped and reverenced.
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