150222 SECOND COMMANDMENT

Exodus 20:1-17 (NASB)
Then God spoke all these words, saying,
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.
4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
8 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.
13 “You shall not murder.
14 “You shall not commit adultery.
15 “You shall not steal.
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Explanation on why we’re looking at the Ten Commandments
· Some will argue: why bother with the ten commandments? Doesn't Paul say the Old Testament law has been abolished?
· Our ten commandments of arguing:
· Our covenant is not based on our obedience to these commandments, but they are beneficial- The "law" is powerless in the sense that it cannot bring about salvation
· 2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
· Psalm 19:7-11
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul;
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever;
The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether.
10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;
In keeping them there is great reward.
· 1 Cor 6:12 - 12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.
· If we're talking about what's allowed and not allowed, in terms of salvation, in terms of justification, all things are allowed. BUT, they're not profitable. They're not beneficial. 1 Cor 10:23, they do not edify.
· Ten Commandments are profitable, beneficial and edifying to the body, when obeyed
· Paul is teaching against a dependence upon the law for salvation. Impossible, because that only brings about behavior modification. For us, whose hearts have been transformed by God's amazing love and grace, the law is something we obey because we have been saved, not because we want to get saved by them.

P. Sam looked at the first commandment last week:
· dealing with WHO we worship
· WHO comes before God in your heart? what takes priority in your heart?
· self and money

The second commandment
· more to do with HOW we worship
· even when the question of WHO is settled, the Israelites needed a reminder to not go back to their old ways of religion and worship.

Deuteronomy 4:15-20 (NASB)
15 “So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire, 16 so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the sky, 18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water below the earth. 19 And beware not to lift up your eyes to heaven and see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and worship them and serve them, those which the Lord your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 20 But the Lord has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, from Egypt, to be a people for His own possession, as today.

Israel's background
· been in Egypt for about 400 years, living, watching, learning their way of life and their way of worship
· idols, in the form of animals, human likeness, sun, moon, and stars
· this is all they knew
· constant battle to worship a God that is invisible
· they want to go back to what they are familiar with
· story of my relationship with Mon

One Example – Exodus 32:1-6 (NASB)
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten calf; and they said, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” 5 Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.
- Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry (NIV)
- After this, they celebrated with feasting and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry (NLT)
- most likely some sort of sexual ceremony

· Moses is gone for 40 days
· Moses represented God for them. Something they could see, feel, touch, hear. But he is no longer there. 
· They go back to something they're familiar with
1) they create a god that they can see and touch, and they attribute God's salvation to this man-made god
2) they create a god that allowed them to indulge in pagan revelry: basically to engage in sin. This is what they knew from the land of Egypt, and their view of God was changed to fit what they knew.

Application for us today? 21st century, living in HK?
1) they created a god that they can see and touch, and they attributed God's salvation to this man-made god - the issue here is faith
2) they created a god that allowed them to indulge in sin - the issue here is obedience

The Issue of Faith
· What are the things we attribute salvation power to?
· Ex 32:5 "this is your god, who brought you up from the land of Egypt" 
· exactly the opposite of what God says in Ex 20:2 "I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of slavery"
· They attributed their salvation and deliverance to their man-made statue, because they couldn't trust an invisible God
· what man-made thing do we attribute salvation power to?

We all have needs. We all have brokenness. We all need healing. We all have an emptiness inside that we're trying to fill up. What are we looking to for salvation? 
· relationship. 
· adventure. 
· money and success. 

My three idols this week:
· TV/entertainment - searching for satisfaction, joy,
· Europe trip - searching for rest, something transcendent, something bigger and grander
· preaching this sermon well - searching for feeling successful, feeling good
· I gave these things salvation power. I felt that these things could deliver me from a little bit of dissatisfaction, a hunger and thirst for something beyond this world

"We can see what our idol is, not by how good we feel when we get it, but by how devastated we feel when it's taken away from us." Tim Keller

Why is it so easy to turn to these things, instead of God? 
· because they are tangible. they are right there, in front of us. We can taste it, feel it, touch it.
· this is the way of the world: we're familiar with these things

BUT, God calls us to a life of faith.
· Heb 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

The truth is, these things can never satisfy. In fact, they enslave us even more. Only in God, do we experience true joy, salvation, freedom

The Issue of Obedience
· the idolatry here is compromising our view of God so that He fits into our familiar culture. 
· Francis Chan globe illustration
· between a god that allows for sexual pagan rituals vs a god that forbids such things, of course it's easy to turn to the first god. 
· sometimes we do this with God.
· instead of worshiping God and having a fear of God and His Word, we fit Him into our desires, our needs, our wants, according to our culture

Sometimes, in the name of compassion or love:
· youth group students skipping church
· unmarried couples traveling together

Sometimes, because I want to remain in sin
· silly example: TV shows or movie downloading

Everybody does it. What's the big deal? 
· we're familiar with it. this is what the world does. 
· and we want to pick and choose; change our view of God or our understanding of God's Word, to fit our situation and need. 

BUT, God calls us to a life of obedience. 
· John 14:15 - 15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
· 1 Cor 16:19-20 -  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
· Heb 12:4 - 4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;

Ps 45:7 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of joy above Your fellows.
· do we love God or do we secretly wish we could live in wickedness? 
· In obeying God fully, we experience fullness of joy (Ps 16:11)



Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ps 19:11 – Moreover, by them Your servant is warned. In keeping them there is great reward.
· true joy
· true freedom
· true satisfaction
· good relationships, good friendships
· intimacy with God

But ultimately, the greatest reward is glorifying God
· Rev 4:11 – Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.
· when we have this as our main goal, He will help us get there
