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You shall have not Use the Lord’s Name in Vain

Exodus 20:1-17

First 4 deal with our relationship with God and the last 6 deals with our relationship with our fellow brothers and sisters.

Exodus 20:7

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain. 

The Message

No using the name of God, your God, in curses or silly banter; God won’t put up with the irreverent use of his name.

1. Be wise about what we say.
Most people read the 3rd commandment as do not curse or more precisely do not use God’s name when you curse.  

You stubbed your toe – Oh JC!  You do something lame – G’ dammit.  

My sports teams – its not God’s fault that you suck.

How about Gosh Darn, Jiminy Cricket?  Will changing a few phrases get us off the hook?

Our speech has great power.

Proverbs 18:21

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
So much power that everything we say will have a cost.

Matthew 12:36

But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.
We can use our speech to bring healing and grace.

Proverbs 16:24

Pleasant words are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 

Proverbs 25:11

Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a word spoken in right circumstances.
That’s why one of my prayers and verses that I use in all the Bibles we give away at SP is Psalm 19:14,

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to You, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.
Why is cursing not acceptable behavior?

There is a social cost.  A University of Arizona study attached recorders to women coping with breast cancer and rheumatoid arthritis.  The researchers duly noted their usage of profanity among friends and family.  What they found was that the women who cursed—even those who uttered the relatively mild crap—received less support from loved ones.  The take-home is that people are sort of repelled by counter stereotypical behavior.
Cursing is the language of contempt.  Contempt is a mixture of anger and disgust, expressed from a position of superiority.  It denigrates, devalues, and dismisses. 
It's not hard to understand why even subtle levels of contempt are damaging—not only in marriages but in all human interaction.
In his book Blink, Malcolm Gladwell describes the work of psychologist John Gottman. In Gottman's lab, spouses were asked to discuss something mildly contentious while sensors recorded their physiological responses. After years of studying the nuances of these exchanges, Gottman became startlingly successful at predicting which couples would divorce. The most telling indicators, he claims, are expressions of contempt. An eye roll or a mildly disdainful put-down was more worrisome than outright conflict. In fact, the presence of contempt in a marriage affects not only the survival of the relationship, but even the immune systems of the parties involved; spouses who live with chronic contempt get more colds than those who don't.
2. Be wise about how we live.

I do believe the 3rd commandment speaks to us in the area of what we say but I believe it’s more about how we live.

What does it mean that something is in vain?

“I tried to get in shape in vain.”  “I searched for my lost keys in vain.”  All meaning there was some kind of failure, of not accomplishing or doing the thing that was desired.

Hebrew – shav – emptiness, vanity, falsehood.  Also, worthlessness of conduct.

Lifting His name up to emptiness.

We can surely lift up His name to emptiness in what we say – false prophecy, not following through with what God said, etc…

God told me to take this job but then quit after a week.

But we mostly do this by the way we live.

My wife took my last name, Song, on January 20, 2010.  We were married on March 9, 2002.

The taking of the new name reflected a change in her life, a change in status and a change in priorities.  She was no longer a single woman, she was married.  She no longer dated other men, she was mated to me alone.  She had a new identity as a wife, she was a changed woman. She was now responsible for a family and a relationship that would last almost 13 years and counting. 

If Lisa had taken my name, but not changed her lifestyle, she would have taken my name "in-vain."  She would have had a ceremony, but not a new life and I would be very sad.

If you take the name of God by calling yourself a Christian or follower of Christ and do not live in a way that brings God fame and glory then you have lifted His name in vain.

Defamation is the action of damaging the good reputation of someone; slander or libel.

DE-fame

I met someone and exchanged business cards.  I noticed one of our church members worked in the same company.  She looked at my card and noticed I was a pastor and asked me how I knew this person.  I told her he is a member of my church and she almost had a heart attack.  “He is a Christian?”

That is why I am tough on leaders.  You represent Christ and you represent SP.  You represent me to a lost world looking for truth.

Think about the primary reason many people don’t go to church that have a favorable disposition to Jesus – hypocrisy. 

Let’s represent Jesus, SP, our families, and our countries well.
Colossians 3:17

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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