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Honor Your Father and Mother

Exodus 20:1-17

This is the first commandment that now deals with our personal relationships with one another.  Again, first 4 dealt with our relationship with God and the last 6 deals with our relationship with our fellow brothers and sisters.  
Exodus 20:12
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.

The Message

Honor your father and mother so that you’ll live a long time in the land that God, your God, is giving you.
Ancient Jewish writings called the Midrash tell us the tablets of stone were made of blue sapphire as a symbol of the heavens and God's throne, written by the "finger of God". 

The Hebrew letters were said to be bored fully through the stone.  Even though the letters were bored fully through the stone, both sides appeared normally, that is, the back of the tablet looked identical to the front. 

Another Midrash says that the tablets carried their own weight, enabling Moses to carry them down the mountain.  When Moses was told to go back down because of Israel’s idolatry.  When he got closer to the people the tablets became heavy and were smashed to the ground – sin caused the supernatural weightlessness of the tablets to become heavy. 
Psalm 38:4

For my iniquities are gone over my head; as a heavy burden they weigh too much for me.
Some time later, Moses was told to prepare a new set of tablets in order to once again ascend the mountain, where God would graciously reinstate the covenant. This second set of tablets was carved from sapphire by Moses himself, instead of by God as atonement for Israel's sin with the Golden Calf.
It is a microcosm of the narrative of creation, sin, and redemption/atonement.

God creates, man sins, and God uses a man to stand in the gap and make atonement and redemption.  Moses is a type of Christ.

Ephesians 6:1-3

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.

The commandment to honor our parents is therefore basic to all other social relationships and is the foundation for decent human society.
The obligation of filial respect, love, and reverence is so instinctively felt by all, that the duty has naturally found a place in every moral code. 

· In the maxims of Ptah-hotep, an Egyptian author who lived probably before Abraham, "the duty of filial piety is strictly inculcated." 

· Confucius, in China, based his moral system wholly upon the principle of parental authority.

· In Rome it may be regarded as the main foundation of the political edifice. 

In the Decalogue, the position of this duty, at the head of our duties towards our neighbor, marks its importance; which is further shown by this being "the first commandment with promise."

The importance of this mitzvah cannot be overstated; since the word translated "honor" (kabed) derives from a root word meaning "weighty" (in terms of impressiveness or importance) and is often used to refer to the glory of God. The meaning of kabed in this context derives from the preceding verses (the first four commandments) which center on honoring God Himself. When we likewise honor our father and mother, the LORD says, "I reckon it as though I dwelled with them and they honored Me" (Kiddushin 31a). 

Why should we honor our parents?

1. Our parents mirror God.

Why is honoring our fathers and mothers the first of the commandments dealing with our horizontal relationships with others?

Our parents resemble the Creator, since they were God's partners in creation of the child. They also represent God in the life of the small child, functioning as primary caregiver and teacher. A person should recognize that his parents are the cause of his life in the world and it is therefore proper to love and respect them.

The Lord intended that the family would picture His relationship with us. Just as He created both man and woman in His image (Gen. 1:27), so children are to regard their parents as divinely ordained and truly significant.

We know our kids mirror us.  Example – my ultra competitiveness. 

As parents we mirror God.

We understand that God is our Heavenly Father, and the reciprocity of respect shown to Him will be demonstrated in the way we show respect to our parents.

2. God promises a blessing.
The reward for honoring our parents is long life.  

Conversely, disrespecting one’s parents results in judgment from the Lord, even a shortened life.

Devotion to one's parents is also a sign of respect shown to one's culture and identity, ensuring the perpetuation of both. Respecting your parents ensures that succeeding generations will accept the teachings of their elders, too.

Ephesians 6:1-3, Paul is quoting from the second version of the 10 Commandments given in the book of Deuteronomy.  The second version is said to include the text of the second set of tablets Moses wrote.  The second version includes an added blessing of “so that it may be well with you.”  

According to the Midrash, God knew that the first tablets were going to be destroyed, and He did not want the Israelites to despair that their hope for a good life would be shattered with these tablets. God then saved this extra blessing for the second set of tablets.
Honoring your parents will increase your life span as well as bless the quality of your life.  

3. Obeying v. Honoring

We are commanded to show honor to:

· God – 1 Timothy 6:6

· To parents – Ephesians 6:1-3

· To employers – 1 Timothy 6:1

· To fellow believers – Romans 12:10

· To leaders and teachers of the church – 1 Timothy 5:17

· To civil servants – Romans 13:1-7

Basically to everyone.

1 Peter 2:17


Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

The command to honor is made easier to fulfill if we live in honorable conditions.  But sadly we do not.  Parents and government officials may use their position for evil or abuse their privileged position of authority.  In those cases, we must obey God rather than man.

Acts 5:29


But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”

In 1 Timothy 2:2, we are commanded to pray for those in authority over us, but note the qualifier: "so that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way." This emphatically does not imply a fatalistic resignation to the decrees of evil authorities or rulers. Think of Nazi Germany, for example. Surely we do not want to say that it was a biblical imperative to honor and obey Hitler!

Sometimes we need to disobey to truly honor.

Ephesians 6:1


Obey your parents in the Lord for this is right.

The key is your parents in the Lord.  If your parents ask you to do something contrary to God’s will then you are not obligated to obey them, but we are always obligated to honor them.

Prime example is found in Genesis 9:20-27.

Cover their nakedness.  
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