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Do Not Murder

Exodus 20:1-17

Exodus 20:13
You shall not murder.
Background:

Have you ever asked, why is the God of the OT different than the God of the NT?  Most likely influenced by a heretic named Marcion of Sinope who was considered a heretic over 1800 years ago.  Marcion taught that the God of the OT was different from the God of the NT and he rejected OT scriptures in their entirety long with portions of the NT, including most of the 4 gospels.

Most of troubled by the contrast of OT Law (punishment, wrath) by NT grace (love, forgiveness).

I want to suggest to you that the 10 Commandments flow from love.

According to Jewish rabbinical tradition, the Ten Commandments comprise a distilled subset of the complete Torah (written and oral) that was revealed to Moses at Sinai. The mishpatim (laws) are an elaboration or unpacking of the contents of the Ten Commandments. In other words, all of the various commandments found in the Torah can be categorized under one of these ten main categories. For example, the commandment not to do work on the Sabbath day falls within the category of the Fourth Commandment; the commandment to preserve life falls under the category of the Sixth Commandment, and so on.  In this way, Jewish tradition traces back all of the various commandments of the Torah to the most fundamental laws as revealed in the Ten Commandments.

Indeed, the Jewish sages maintain that though the LORD gave 613 commandments to the Jewish people, each of which is deemed important, though each might not be applicable to every Jew (for example, laws that concern women or Temple rituals do not apply to men or non-Levites, respectively), all can be reduced to the principles found in the Ten Commandments. 

Interestingly enough, the Scriptures themselves tend to distill the various commandments of Torah to more general principles that are fewer and fewer in number. 

· David's reduction of the number to 11 (Psalm 15)

· Isaiah's reduction of the number to six (Isaiah 33:15-16)

· Micah's reduction to three – He has told you, O man, what is good and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

· Isaiah's further reduction to two – Thus says the Lord, “Preserve justice and do righteousness, for My salvation is about to come and My righteousness to be revealed. (Isaiah 56:1)

· Habakkuk’s one essential commandment.  But the righteous shall live by his faith.  (Habakkuk 2:4)

In the early Temple period, the 10 Commandments were recited immediately before the Shema as part of the seder (order) of worship, and this seems to be right since the Shema encapsulates all of the commandments to be the duty of love.

Jesus agreed, and likewise stated that the requirement of God’s Torah is found in the practice of love.

Luke 10:26-29

And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."  And He said to him, "You have answered correctly; do this and you will live."
The New Testament affirms this:

Romans 13:8-10

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
Galatians 5:14

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

1 John 3:11

For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

Love is the central idea of all true Torah. Though there are some slight language differences between the Exodus and Deuteronomy versions of the 10 Commandments, both begin with "I AM" and both end with "[for] your neighbor." 

Joining these together says, "I am your neighbor," indicating that the Lord Himself is found in your neighbor. When we love our neighbor as ourselves we are in effect demonstrating our love for the Lord.  

We must learn to disregard the claims of our ego and cling to the idea of chesed (lovingkindness, love.  It is central to Jewish ethics and theology). So who is your neighbor? You are -- to every other soul you may encounter this day...

The 10 Commandments may be summarized this way: 

1) "I am your only deliverer, the One who loves and chooses you

2) Love Me exclusively

3) Regard my love as sacred

4) Rest in me

5) Honor your life and its history. Do no harm to others

6) Forsake anger

7) Abandon lust

8) Renounce greed

9) Abhor lying

10) Refuse envy. 

Know that you belong to Me and that you are accepted. Love others as you are also loved.

________________________

Exodus 20:13
You shall not murder.
The Jewish sages note that the word retzach applies only to illegal killing (premeditated murder or manslaughter, denotes as an avenger, assassinate) and is never used in the administration of justice or for killing in war. Hence the translation "thou shall not kill" is too broad and the NASB version, “you shall not murder” is more accurate.


1. Why we shouldn’t murder.  

Since man is made in the image of God, his life is infinitely precious, and only God Himself has the right to give and take life. 

In the Mishnah it is written, "Why was only one man (Adam) created by God? - To teach that whoever takes a single life destroys thereby a whole world; and whoever saves one life, the Scripture accounts it as though a whole world had been saved (Sanhedrin 4:5).


As a created being we simply do not have the right murder.


2. Other forms of murder.

But murder can be figurative as well as literal. 

The Talmud notes that shaming another publicly is like murder, since the shame causes the blood to leave the face. 

Gossip or slander is considered murderous to the dignity of man. 

Ancient Jewish writings, Ethics of the Fathers states:

The evil tongue slays three persons: the utterer of the evil, the listener, and the one spoken about…" 

Jesus also linked the ideas of our words and attitudes with murder.

Matthew 15:19

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Matthew 5:21-22

Jesus equates murder with anger or slander

Raca – empty headed, useless

Misconduct that break the heart or shorten the life of parents, wives, etc… are also a breach of this command.

The 6th Commandment reminds us to regard the life and safety of others as our own.

We are to honor life always.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
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