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Do Not Commit Adultery

Exodus 20:1-17

Exodus 20:14
You shall not commit adultery.
Background:

The OT is the NT concealed; the NT is the OT revealed.

St. Augustine

The New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament unveiled in the New.

NT grace is concealed in the OT.

The 10 Commandments may be summarized this way: 

1) "I am your only deliverer, the One who loves and chooses you

2) Love Me exclusively

3) Regard my love as sacred

4) Rest in me

5) Honor your life and its history. Do no harm to others

6) Forsake anger

7) Abandon lust

8) Renounce greed

9) Abhor lying

10) Refuse envy. 

Know that you belong to Me and that you are accepted. Love others as you are also loved.

________________________

Exodus 20:14
You shall not commit adultery.
Define some terms:

Adultery – sexual union between a married person and someone other than his or her spouse.

Fornication – sexual union between people not married to each other.

Severe penalties in the OT

Deuteronomy 22:22

If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.

Leviticus 20:10

If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
Why such serious consequences?  

· It’s only sex, isn’t it?  

· It didn’t mean anything to me.

· I’m not in love with any of them.
These were actual conversations with church members.

Why such serious consequences?  We live in a society that extols these types of behaviors – where you are a “real” man if you sleep with as many women as possible.

Why so serious?

1. Adultery perverts our claim of faith

Job 24:15

The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, saying, ‘No eye will see me.’ and he disguises his face.
The Talmud’s commentary on Job 24:15 identifies the adulterer as a practical atheist since he says no eye will see me – “neither the eye below nor the eye of Him above.”

2. Adultery perverts the picture of our union with God

Ephesians 5:30-32

…because we are members of His body.  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

3. Adultery perverts our union with our spouse 

There is so much I can say on this topic but I will keep it brief.

Nothing tears at the fabric of marriage than adultery.

Adultery breaks more trust than a lie.

So devastating is adultery that a God who hates divorce (Malachi 2:16) makes a provision for it in the case of adultery.

Matthew 19:8

He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way. "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."
If you are physically abused by your husband, I would say leave the house and be safe.  I will go over myself and protect you if necessary (sadly, another real conversation I have had with a church member) but I would not advocate divorce but if that husband has a sexual union with another woman – then that is a different story.

Why?  

It’s the theology of “one flesh.”

According to the Biblical authors, sexual intercourse creates a mysterious, unique “one flesh” bond.

In the creation narrative we are told in a simple yet profound words,

Genesis 2:24

For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.

When the Pharisees sought to engage Jesus in the contemporary controversy over the grounds for divorce, He appealed to the “one flesh” concept of Genesis and added, 

Matthew 19:6

Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.

Paul quotes the “one flesh” concept to urge husbands to love their wives because,

Ephesians 5:28

So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself.

Marriage creates such a bonded union that to do violence to one’s spouse is to do violence to oneself.

By far the most graphic passage is found in 1 Corinthians 6.

Paul is dealing with the case of a man in the Christian fellowship who had been involved with a prostitute.  He writes,

1 Corinthians 6:16

Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a harlot is one body with her?  For He says, “the two will become one flesh.”

This passage makes it unmistakably clear that Paul sees sexual intercourse as the act par excellence that produces a ‘one flesh’ bond.

We can see now why Biblical morality reserves sex for the covenant of marriage.

Sexual intercourse involves something far more than just the physical, more than even the emotions and psyche.  It touches deep into the spirit of each person and produces a profound union that the Biblical writers call “one flesh.”

Remember we do not have a body, we are a body.  We do not have a spirit, we are a spirit.  What touches the body deeply touches the spirit.

There is something so supernatural about sex and it’s effects on us.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:18

Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Sexual intercourse is a life-uniting act.

Derrick Bailey says,

Sexual intercourse is an act of the whole self which affects the whole self; it is a personal encounter between man and woman in which each does something to the other, for good or for ill, which can never be obliterated.  This remains true even when they are ignorant of the radical character of their act.

4. Adultery and Porn

Is watching porn an act of adultery?

Matthew 5:27-28 
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

The heart’s true affections are evidenced by the use of one’s eyes.

Adultery is not in the eyes – if we pluck the right one, how about the left one?  Jesus is using hyperbole.
Matt Walsh
Listen guys, I know this is an uncomfortable conversation. But it’s time we man up and get real about pornography. First things first: if you’re married and you look at porn, you are cheating. Period. From a Christian perspective, this can’t be debated. Christ laid it out very clearly: if you lust after another woman, you have committed adultery. When we look at porn we are choosing to succumb to that lust; we are indulging it, fertilizing it, giving it respite in our minds. We are diving into it headfirst and soaking in it like a sponge. We are lessening ourselves, betraying our wives and participating in the violent exploitation of women (and girls). Our minds and our bodies belong to the Lord and to our wives; pornography, therefore, intrudes on their domain. If we look at porn, we are adulterers. We are adulterers in all the worst ways.
Watch video.

Very startling evidence of the demonic strategy to desensitize us to the dangers of sexual immorality through pornography.

Jeremiah 6:15

Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done? They were not even ashamed at all; they did not even know how to blush...

If we learned last week that we murder with our words we cause the blood to rush out of one’s face.

Could it be that when we blush we bring life in?

Forgiveness and grace for all!

Solomon's Porch | 5

