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God Friday!

I gave my life to Jesus on April 18, 1992 the day after Good Friday on a mission trip in Ensenada, Mexico.

On that Good Friday we had just finished service and were headed back to our campsite when my Aussie friend yelled to all the partiers, “Mate, Jesus Christ died for you today!”

The Cross of Christ is the great equalizer of the world. We are equal at the foot of the cross.  We are all simple sons and daughters at the Cross of Christ. 

Paul stated that the crucifixion was the most important knowledge that he needed.

1 Corinthians 2:2: 


For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

I also feel that tug on my heart. 

So what did the crucifixion entail?

Journal of American Medical Association – On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ, states that Jesus died of “hypovolemic shock, exhaustion asphyxia, and perhaps fatal cardiac arrhythmia” (acute heart failure).
Watch video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjJNEsDJPFk
Beatings, whipping with a flagrum called a cat of nine tails with metals balls at the end and small pieces of bone and metal clasps to dig into the skin.  Thorns 1-2 inches thick embedded in His skull.  

Satan wanted to draw the picture that this was no significant moment in history.  That Jesus was just a common criminal positioned between two thieves.
Luke 22:53

This hour and the power of darkness are yours. 

Mark 15:33-34

Darkness covers the whole earth. God the Father and God the Spirit turn their backs on God the Son. 

· A separation in the Trinity. A mystery that no man can enter into. Deuteronomy 29:29 – the secret things belong to the Lord.

· Sin engulfs the Son of God. Demonic hosts, Satan himself comes upon God the Son and the power of darkness completely has Him. 

In that darkness Jesus cried out, My God, My God why have you forsaken Me?

Quoting Psalm 22:1

· You can ask questions to express your pain, anger, anguish, or frustration.
· Jesus is using a figure of speech to express His forsakenness.  The pain of being separated by God the Father and God the Spirit. 

Why?  Because on the cross He became sin.

2 Corinthians 5:21 

He made Him who knew no sin be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

What is the penalty for sin? 

Physical death – yes, but more. 
Genesis 2:17

…for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die. 
Adam and Eve didn't die physically – they died spiritually. 

Also, if we do not receive forgiveness of sins there is a 3rd death-the lake of fire > eternal death. 

At that moment, Jesus dies a spiritual death – separation from God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus also dies an eternal death.  Why?  Because He is an eternal person and His actions carry eternal weight.

Jesus is expressing His anguish of having the weight of all sin – past, present, and future upon Him.
· His physical sufferings were great, but His spiritual and eternal sufferings were the greatest. 

· This is why He didn't want to go to the Cross. Not so much because He feared the physical suffering but He feared the separation between God the Father and God the Spirit. 

· That is why He asked God the Father to let the cup pass before Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Mark 14:36 – Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me, yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt. 

· That is why He sweat drops of blood. 

The Father was saying there is no other way. There is no prayer that I would answer yes to but I can't. You have to do this. You must bear the full consequences of the sins of the world. You have to die spiritually and eternally in order to pay the true price. 

· This is why monks who spend Good Friday crucifying themselves will never get it. 

Jesus suffered all this without the presence of God. The Father and Spirit withdrew. He was all alone in the darkness Jesus was forsaken so that we will never be. 

Joshua 1:5 

...I will never leave you nor forsake you. 

Let me illustrate this forsakenness even more ... 

John 19:28
...I am thirsty. 

John did not include, "My God, My God..." which is incredible because no one knew more about Jesus being a sacrifice that John did, but He shows it this way. 

6 times John writes the word thirsty. 3 times in John and 3 times in Revelation.  
Each time he is referring not to physical thirst but thirsting for the Holy Spirit. 

John 4:13-14 woman at the well 

Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing to eternal life." 

· Yes physical thirst – the cross made you thirsty but John wrote symbolically and always used natural things to communicate things in the Spirit.

· John is saying Jesus actually thirsted for the Holy Spirit. 
· Perfect metaphor because hell is the waterless realm. 
Matthew 12:43 
Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find any. 
· Luke 16 rich man and Lazarus.  Rich man begged for a drop of water because he was in agony. 
Jesus is saying I know what it’s like to go to hell. I know what it’s like to not have the Spirit of God and to thirst for the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is expressing His feelings. 

Sometimes we think that Jesus doesn't understand us because He is perfect and He is the Son of God and He never did anything wrong. But He actually felt what all that sin feels like. 

Hebrews 4 

He wants us to be free more than we can imagine because He experienced it all Himself. 
· He is our Redeemer, but on the Cross-, He was sold into sin and felt all the feelings of sin because it was all upon Him and the Father and Spirit left Him.

· He is our Strength, but on the Cross, He became totally weak and experienced complete weakness.

· He is our Drink and the One who gives us refreshment, but on the Cross, He actually thirsted for Himself.

· He is our Great Physician, but on the Cross He became sick and bore all the ailment of sickness, disease, and physical pain.

· He is the One who is infinitely happy, but on the Cross He became miserable and wretched from the pain of sin.

He truly is our sympathetic High Priest and is keenly aware of the pain of sin and disease and when we pray, deliver me from this or that, you are praying to a Person who truly knows what you're going though and who hates it and wants you to be free from it worse than you do. 

He thirsted so we might not have to. He really does understand. 

This is why we love Him so. 
John 19:30


It is finished

The Cross of Christ has two great sides to it:

1. Profound depths of His humiliation

2. Goal of the Incarnation/Consummation of His mission

It is finished – this was not the cry of a helpless martyr, not an expression of satisfaction that the termination of His sufferings was now reached, not the last gasp of a worn-out life.

It was the declaration that all that Jesus came from heaven to earth to do was now done!

Finished – Greek teleo.

Telesti – stamped on merchant ships in the 1st Century – PAID IN FULL.

· Matthew 11:1 – finished, made an end.

· Matthew 17:24 – pay.

· Luke 2:29 – performed.

· Luke 18:31 – accomplished.

What was made an end of?  Our sins and our guilt.

What was paid?  The price for our redemption.

What was performed?  The utmost requirement of the Law.

What was accomplished?  The work which the Father had Him to do.

What was finished?  The making of Atonement.

God furnished at least four proofs that is was finished:

1. Rending of the veil – showed the way to God was now opened (Mark 15).

2. Raising Christ from the dead – evidence that God accepted the sacrifice.

3. Exaltation of Christ – demonstrated value of Christ’s work and the Father’s delight.

4. Sending of the Holy Spirit – to apply virtues and benefits of Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

God truly loves you.

Isaiah 53:10a

But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering...

Pleased – exquisite delight

Crush – daka – tear to pieces.  Only used in Hebrew poetry and God is always the agent of the harm.

It is finished!

It didn’t only mean that His life was over but the work of dying for man’s sins were finished and we have the assurance that we don’t need to add anything to it.

We don’t need to come to the Father with any good works or legalities.  Only the trust of the Lord Jesus Christ’s finished work.

It is an insult to add anything to this finished work.

Today you can be saved.
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