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Dr. George Sweeting tells of an incident in the early 1920s when Communist leader Nikolai Bukharin was sent from Moscow to Kiev to address an anti-God rally. For an hour he abused and ridiculed the Christian faith until it seemed as if the whole structure of belief was in ruins. Then questions were invited. An Orthodox church priest rose and asked to speak. He turned, faced the people, and gave the Easter greeting, "Christ is risen!" Instantly the assembly rose to its feet and the reply came back loud and clear, "Indeed He is risen!"

Paschal Greeting – Easter Acclamation is an Easter custom among Orthodox Christians.  Instead of hello, one is to greet another person with “Christ is risen!” and the response is “Indeed He is risen!”  In Russia and Serbia it is customary to exchange a triple kiss of peace on alternating cheeks.

In the Greek Orthodox tradition, the day after Easter was devoted to telling jokes.  They felt they were imitating the cosmic joke that God pulled on Satan in the Resurrection.  Satan thought he had won, and was smug in his victory, smiling to himself, having the last word.  So he thought.  Then God raised Jesus from the dead, and life and salvation became the last words."

We talked on Friday about Satan’s strategy to place Jesus in between two thieves and give the impression that Jesus was just a common criminal not worthy of any mention or fame.

We talked about how horrific the crucifixion was physically, spiritually, and eternally but even that really doesn’t mean much without the resurrection.

The Cross and crucifixion did not prove Christ's ability to save us. It merely showed His willingness to save us. It was the resurrection that proved His ability to save us. 

If the bones of the LJC were lying somewhere under the Palestinian sky He wouldn't be who He said He was. He would be just another martyr to an impotent form of love. 

But the bones of the LJC are not under a Palestinian sky. His bones are not buried in some tomb somewhere. The power of death could not hold Him and the Father raised Him and now He is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

The resurrection guarantees the LJC's ability to save us and to do everything He said He would do. No one else in history has ever done it. No one ever predicted his or her death and resurrection. 
Significant because there is a Man seated at God's right hand. This proves that God would accept us – man.  His resurrection preceded ours. 

In our year of going deeper in God’s word, let’s unpack a great narrative between Jesus and two of His disciples.

Luke 24 

v. 1-3 
What would you expect to find? The Son of God says that on the 3rd day I will raise Myself up. What else would you expect to find on the 3rd day? 

· He who called Lazarus out of the tomb (John 11)

· He who raise the widow's son in Nain (Luke 7).

· He who raised Jairus' daughter (Mark 5).
· He who called the dead out through a word. 

· He who calmed the sea with a word. 

· He who walked on water. 

He said in 3 days I will raise Myself up. What else would you expect to find at the tomb but the stone rolled away. 

The stone was rolled away, Jesus wasn't there and none of them connected it with the resurrection. They all thought someone stole the body. 

· John 20, Mary thinks He is the gardener. 

Not one of them connects this empty tomb with the resurrection when they first see it. The resurrection appearances weren't hallucinations or products of wishful thinking. These people weren't wishing that Jesus was raised up – they had given up all hope. 

He appears to them against their will and convinces them against their will. 

v. 4 
Much perplexed. 

They weren't gullible people. 

Liberal scholars say they just believed that people could come back from the dead in the 1st century – bull! 
· They knew after 4 days you stink – Lazarus. 

Liberal scholars say they believed in the virgin birth back then – bull! 
· Joseph had to be told by an angel not to put Mary away – he thought she cheated on him.  Joseph didn't assume it was a virgin birth. He knew where babies come from. 

They all knew these things happened by miracles. These are people who have to be convinced against their will. 

The most startling thing about Easter morning is that the tomb was empty. The second most startling thing was the apostle's refusal to believe. 

v. 5-7 
Angels said He said this to you a long time ago. 
· Remember in Cana of Galilee in John 2 

· Matthew 12 
· Matthew 16 

· Matthew 20 

· John 13 

· John 16 

It takes an empty tomb, two angels to convince these people that He really isn't here. That He did exactly what He said He was going to do. 

v. 9-11 
Women believed first. Not one woman rejects Jesus in the NT.  Mary is always at the feet or clinging to Jesus.  Something about the passion that the women in Scriptures has for the LJC. 

· Passion for the Son of God will open up your eyes. 

· Passion for the LJC will cause the truth to be seen and understood and felt and enter into your being to change you and these women have it. 

Men don't believe them because they are women. Disciples thought the women wanted this to happen. No, they lost hope too but they have passion for a Person and now with angelic encouragement now they know it has come to pass. 

v. 12

Greek text – linen wrappings in the shape of a body. 

· If someone stole the body, they would have stolen the linen as well. 

· The body came out of the linen wrappings. 
The resurrected body of the LJC can do that. 

The resurrected body of the LJC is not a spirit – it has bones and flesh but spiritual bone and flesh 
· It can walk through walls. 

· It can eat broiled fish and the fish disappears. 

· He doesn't have to eat it for life, but He can. 

· Incredible miraculous body. 

This is the body that He wants to and will give to everyone of His children.  A resurrection body that can never decay again.  Never get sick, never cry again, never feel any earthly pain again, and be in heaven in perfect health in the prime of our lives and we'll be able to look at each other and recognize one another. 

Did you think we would be some disembodied spirits?  We'll see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Father. We'll see Paul in his prime. 

· This is the key to all those people who have cancer and Jesus didn't heal them now but He will in heaven and give them a glorified resurrection body. Perfect bliss forever and ever. 

v. 13-15
Talking, conversing, discussing, arguing, and reasoning.  Picture of the church. 
· Tragedy hits, suffering and what does the church do?  Talking, reasoning, conversing, and arguing but not much praying.

· They don't get on their knees and seek God to change the situation and search the Scriptures. 

They are in the process of abandoning their call in their lives. They have abandoned the LJC but He has not abandoned them. 

How many times in our lives have we turned our backs on the One who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light and walked away but He never walked away from us. 

John 15:8 He looks at the disciples knowing they would abandon Him and He said, 

You didn't choose Me, I chose you and appointed you to bear much fruit." 

Hebrews 13:5 

"I will never leave you for forsake you..." 

These guys were trying to figure out what happened but they never will. 

You can have all the empirical evidence surrounding you: 
· Jesus has appeared 

· Empty tomb 

· Testimony of women 
· Scripture 
· Words of Jesus 
You can have all the evidence in the world, the most brilliant scientists, the Bible memorized and all the experiences but if you don't have the LJC as your teacher you will never understand or come to the truth. 

The LJC is showing us that His church needs Him.  He still has to be the teacher of His church. 

You can have all the Greek and Hebrew commentaries, all the learned professors, great scientific minds who believe in God but if the LJC does not stand in the midst of the church to teach as they walk along the way, they will be lost. 

Our minds are not sufficient to understand the significance of the Word of God or to interpret the experiences around us. 

If the Son of God does not stand in our midst and take our hand to guide us through the way and open our minds to understand the Scripture and experience it, we will never get understanding, we will never get leading, we will never love the Truth and live under it. 

v. 16 
The LJC comes to the church and the church can't recognize Him. This happens today. We rebuke it but it's the Son of God walking with us. 

v. 17 
No moment in history that was more inappropriate for sadness than that day or that second when the LJC is walking with them. 
· So focused on our experience instead of the God of our experience. 

· So many things we wouldn't have to bear if we would look up to the Son of God. 

v. 18-21 
Everything is in past tense. 

He was a prophet. 

It wasn't that they didn't love Him or didn't have respect for Him – problem is in verse 21. They had lost confidence in Him to do the things He said He would do. 

What is the cause of most of our depression and despair in life? 

Lost confidence in the LJC to do what He said He would do. 

· Financial problems – “let your life be free from the love of mammon." "Be content with what you have." "I'll never leave you or forsake you." "My God shall supply all your needs.”

· Family is not saved – is He not the God of salvation? "If you ask for anything in My name, I shall grant it to you."

Is Isaiah 26:3 true or not?  Even if turmoil is around me, will He do as Isaiah said? 

Is Phil 4:6-7 true or not? 

It is true but we experience so little of it because we have lost confidence in the LJC. We don't focus on Him, we don't pray and we enter into discouragement and despair. 

v. 21-24 
Now the women only saw a vision of angels. All the evidence but they still don't believe its possible because they lost confidence in Jesus. 

v. 25-27 
Suffering then glory.  We don't portray Jesus like this.  Always, He'll do this for you and you'll be happy. 

2 Timothy 3:12 
All who desire to live godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

The Biblical pattern – suffering then glory. Some of us get discouraged because we don't have the glory right now. 

All the Scriptures are about Him. 
· From Genesis 3 – seed will crush the head of the serpent.

· 900 years before, Psalm 22 – Messiah would die by crucifixion. 

· 700 years before, Isaiah 53 – Messiah would suffer. 

· Micah 5:2 – born in Bethlehem. 

We love to have Jesus explain Scriptures to us. Too bad He doesn't do that anymore – that's what some people think.

Acts 1: 1 – He's not through teaching His church and anyone who wants to learn has an open invitation from Him. 
Matthew 11:28 "Come and learn from Me." 

v. 28-29 
Acted, as though He would go farther. He was giving them a chance to ask Him to stay with Him. The LJC will only go where He is invited.  He lets us determine how much intimacy we'll have with Him. 

Whether we want to spend time with Him or not. 

Free to do whatever. Watch TV, work, etc ... 

But if you want Him, He would welcome that and be there when He is invited. 
v. 30-31 
The only people who will understand the truth of God are the people for whom the LJC opens the Scriptures. Not a matter of our understanding, but a matter of the Son of God. 

The answer to all the despair is the resurrection.  His resurrection will drag our resurrection like a train. 

v. 32 
Wouldn't you want that?  To know the experience of our hearts burning within us as we sit in His presence. 
Don't you want that? I don't want to sit in meeting after meeting, sing mindless songs, and preoccupy my time with tithing and prayer meetings.  I want to have a burning passion for the Son of God and if I want that, He wants it a million times more. 

Without the resurrection we have no hope. 

Billy Graham with German chancellor Konrad Adenaeur. KA asked, "Do you believe in the resurrection of JC from the dead? Graham immediately answered that he did. There was a long silence from the chancellor and then he said, "outside of the resurrection of JC, I know no other hope for mankind." Most significant coming from one of the greatest statesmen of the 20th Century and the one who picked up the ruins after Hitler had left the world mangled. 
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