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    You shall Not Covet

Exodus 20:1-17

Exodus 20:17
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The word translated covet usually refers to selfish desire or lust.  It is setting one’s desires on things that are forbidden.

Proverbs 6:25
Do not desire her beauty in your heart, nor let her capture you with her eyelids.
NIV


Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes.

While the other commandments focus on outward actions, do not covet focuses on our inward realities – thought, heart.

Lusting and having selfish desire is ultimately a heart and thought matter.  Lusting after what is forbidden speaks directly to the heart's innermost intention, which, even if unacknowledged by ourselves, is always revealed before God.

Matthew 6:6

But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
In fact, the New Testament describes Jesus as interpreting the 10 Commandments as issues of the heart’s desires rather than merely prohibiting certain outward actions.

Matthew 5:21-22; 27-28

You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court’, but I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
Selfish desire can - if we are willing to be honest with ourselves - reveal to ourselves the condition of our hearts and thus mark our need for deliverance from the power of sin. 
Romans 7:7

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

The power of the Law is that it reveals what’s truly in our hearts.

How can we not covet?  How can we transform our hearts?

1. Be grateful

We begin to covet when we start to compare ourselves.

God lists the major areas where once we start comparing we will begin to covet.

Neighbor’s house – possessions

Neighbor’s wife – relationships, especially marital.

Neighbor’s servants, animals – livelihood, work.

Neighbor’s anything – anything else

Ever been dissatisfied with what God gave you?  Become ungrateful.  Nothing wrong with aspiring better circumstances for you and your family but when those aspirations lead to sinful desire that’s when we start to covet.

We feel we are entitled which leads to sin.

Think about this, comparing is what got Satan thrown out of heaven.  Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14 tells us that Lucifer was an arch angel and the chief worship leader in heaven but he started comparing the glory that God got and he felt entitled to it.  He began to covet so he got thrown off the praise and worship team.

Lucifer became ungrateful of what God had given him so he rebelled.

1 Thessalonians 5:18

 
In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Has God blessed you?  This is how you should live:

1 Timothy 6:17-19

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.
2. Walk in the Spirit

Now here is a paradox: How can we refrain from desiring that which we, in fact, do desire? 
How can we be made free from the endless cycle of desire then sin; desire then sin? 

By walking in the power of the Holy Spirit 
Galatians 5:16

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

We need more of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  We need the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit.

Paul goes on in Galatians to talk about the fruit of the Spirit, which is love.

The command against coveting is a natural consequence of loving our neighbor.  If we love our neighbor we will not covet.  This is a work of the Spirit.
Galatians 5:24-25

Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

God gave us these commandments not to restrict us but to bless us – to teach us how to live fruitful lives.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
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