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Deuteronomy 6:4-7

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

In Old Testament society, it was the father’s role to see that his children knew of God’s love and protection.  This fertile training ground took for granted that families would be close through the years.

Psalm 127:3-5

Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward.  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth.  How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them; they will not be ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

Fathers play such a huge role in the life of a child.  There are still so many who long for acceptance and love from their fathers.

There's a Spanish story of a father and son who had become estranged. The son ran away, and the father set off to find him. He searched for months to no avail. Finally, in a last desperate effort to find him, the father put an ad in a Madrid newspaper. The ad read: Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love you. Your Father. On Saturday 800 Pacos showed up, looking for forgiveness and love from their fathers. 
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Of all the influences we will ever encounter nothing usually affects us as strongly as our parents.  Even one parent who loves and affirms his or her child provides an influence so positive and powerful that it can overwhelm any and all negative influences.  Such children can go out and about with confidence.  They know that no matter what happens they have parents at home who will hug them at the end of the day, protect them, and equip them for the next threatening encounter with the outside world.

Counselors tells us there are generally 3 typical scenarios with our fathers:

1. Father realizes his responsibility and makes the development of his children a top priority.

2. Father and child live in the same home and see each other every day, yet the father is unable or unwilling to express unconditional love for the child.

3. Father is simply seldom around.

When the father is missing either through death, divorce, or absent (there physically but unavailable with time or emotionally) then a father hunger is created.

**Fresh Prince video

Father hunger – my own story: Dreams, glass ceiling, fast, NYC…

The need to be approved by a father is tremendous.  When our earthly fathers are not there to influence us and guide us we become lost and confused.  Decision-making becomes tumultuous.  

**Story of Peter and our prayer ministry time.

The revelation of God to us is as a Father.  God takes this role very seriously.

Regardless of the role our father played in our lives God is our ultimate Father and He will always be there for us.

Psalm 27:10

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, But the LORD will take me up.
Psalm 68:5

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows is God in His holy habitation.  God makes a home for the lonely; He leads out the prisoners into prosperity…

Let the Holy Spirit speak to us today on this Father’s Day.  Let Him come to us as our Father.
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