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John 13:34-35

TEACHING
How did Jesus model living in community for us?
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”  - John 13:34-35
· Jesus – spoken during last supper

· Prior to this verse Jesus prophesies Judas Iscariot’s betrayal

· They were having dinner

· John reclined on Jesus

· Jesus says “one of you will betray me”

· Right after this verse, Jesus predicts Peter’s denial
In asking His disciples to love one another, He asked them to do so amidst being betrayed and denied.  He was speaking of sin that was going to happen.

1) JESUS MODELED A COMMUNITY OF GRACE
· Vulnerability can only be achieved upon grace.

· There was sin that was going to happen, but Jesus did not condemn.  In fact He spoke it out so that there could be repentance.
Enter empathetically into other’s situations.  Includes putting yourself in their shoes, understanding their brokenness, so we can speak truth in love.

IN THE CHURCH
· Be less quick to jump on sin

· Be open to hearing out other’s situation, or why this it’s happening

· Giving other’s the grace that we ourselves would like to be shown

IN RELATIONSHIPS

· Married, is there space for grace in your marriages?

· Do you bite the head of your spouse off every time they make a mistake, small or big?
· Between friends, are we able to love through differences?  Or when people wrong us?

Truth without love is harsh; Love without truth is compromise.  

2) JESUS MODELED A COMMUNITY OF TRUTH
Accountability is achieved through allowing truth to be spoken over us.

· Having said that, Jesus still called people out on their sin.
· Not that we need to point fingers and to shame people.  But in a group humble believers, we should be able to speak truth to each other in love.  
The key being IN LOVE.
“Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,” – Ephesians 4:1-3, 15
 “Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, 2 the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity.” – 1 Timothy 5:1-2

If someone calls you out, be humble, 
· Don’t respond angrily, sit on it, see if there is truth.

· Someone cares about you enough to not want to see you get in trouble or hurt.

· Now if NO ONE in your life has ever spoken into your life, I’d say maybe it’s good to have some self reflection as well?

· Could it be your attitude?  
3) JESUS MODELETED A COMMUNITY OF LOVE (DELIBERATE LOVE)

· His every action was weighed for the benefit of those around Him, and even now for us.

· The way He spoke to people, the way He handled those who sought Him and followed Him.

Even before the last supper, Jesus, stooped to wash the feet of His disciples to prepare them.  

· He was serving His disciples at HIS last supper.

· If this was my last supper, I’d be so selfish, I’d want my family around,  to talk about good old times, etc.

The greatest act of deliberate love can be summarized in this:

 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. – John 15:12-13

He came and died for us.
· This means humbling ourselves.
· Treating others as more important.

· Being less self-focused by others / Christ-focused.
“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” – Phil 2:3-4
We need to be careful even how we relate to the church.  Statements like “I don’t have anything to offer the church” is more of a self-centered statement than a Christ-centered one. Jesus didn’t relate to us selfishly, He related by offering His life.
In some way, maybe even our EMP attendance could be a reflection of our self-centered faith.  This isn’t just SP centric, however.  Prophetic conferences around the world are packed with people who desire to hear God’s voice, but prayer meetings in churches are usually empty except for a small percentage of the church.   

4) JESUS MODELED A COMMUNITY OF FREEDOM

· Jesus wasn’t afraid of their backgrounds, personalities, or sin. 
· Jesus related to them in such a way that allowed them to be free in who they were.

· Remember that the disciples were all from different backgrounds.

· Philip, John, James, Peter, Andrew were fishermen

· Bartholomew was from royal blood (scholars believed)

· Matthew was a tax collector

· Simon was a zealot (Jewish Nationalist)

· Etc.

· They didn’t have to feel ashamed, or burdened, or worried that they weren’t good enough.

· John, before he became so enraptured by God’s love later on in his ministries, was the John the one who asked if they could call down fire to consume those who didn’t receive them and Jesus in Jerusalem.

· Peter was only a fishermen, energetic, lived by the seat of his pants, the one who denied Jesus 3 times, who became the greatest Evangelist to the Jews.

· Paul, not only denied Jesus but PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS, who only later after meeting the loving God, became one of the greatest evangelists.

· Jesus didn’t need them to be perfect, only willing to follow Him, knowing that HIS spirit will convict and change them!
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