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Baptism – outward sign of inward regeneration.

Romans 6:3-4

Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
We don’t get baptized to be saved; we get baptized because we are saved.

We are obeying Christ when He gave us the great commission to make disciples and baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

Baptism is appropriately administered only to those who give a believable profession of faith in Jesus Christ.

Because baptism is a symbol of beginning new life, only those who have indeed begun the Christian life should be baptized.

The baptism candidates have made a public confession of their faith, they are received into the community of faith publicly as well.

What I Learned on my Sabbatical

Psalm 66:4

All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You; they will sing praises to Your name.  Selah
Weirdest trip yet.  

· Got into a hit and run accident.  (Hannah’s tiger)

· Found out how discouraging friends can be.  Was in the US after yet another surgery.  Heard a lot of talk about retiring, getting old, give it up, etc… Not much talk on you’ll be better/get well.

· Mad respect for my wife.  To all the stay-at-home moms – mad respect.  A lot of hard work.  I wanted to get back to work asap.

· Mad respect for my kids.  So wonderful.  A handful, but wonderful.

· Got to experience the fullness of the body of Christ – the excitement and the sadness.  Visited a church about to move into their brand new sanctuary and a church about to lose theirs.  2000 seat with 120 people - .06% SP service with 13.2 people.

· Learned to Selah
The word selah appears 71 times in the book of Psalms and 3 times in Habakkuk.

Selah – seh leh according to Strong’s means to lift up, exalt.  It is a technical musical term showing accentuation, pause, or interruption.

In the Psalms the selah would mean the singers would pause and only the instruments would be heard.  It was a holy pause.  Mostly to reflect upon the words just sung.

Pausing to praise Him about whom the song was speaking.

I often do that when I worship.  Just stop, pause, and reflect.  Most likely the singers all raised their hands in adoration and reflection of the pause.

Habakkuk was written not to be sung but his prayer in chapter 3 inspires the reader to pause and praise God for His mercy, power, sustaining grace and sufficiency.

We need to also learn to selah.  To pause and thank God.

I spent a lot of time doing that.  Just stop, pause, and thank God.

2 Samuel 6:13

And so it was, that when the bearers of the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling.

Sunday is really a day for selah.  Six days and then stop, pause, reflect and thank God.

Stop, worship, sacrifice, and give thanks.

Today, let’s just stop, thank God and worship Him for He is worthy of our lives.

Psalm 32:7

You are my hiding place, You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance.  Selah
Psalm 68:19


Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, the God who is our salvation.  Selah
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