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John 14:16-18

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

I see this as central to our church.  When we get this in our spirit it will change us and change our church.

Someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

Power of fathers.  Southern Baptist study.  Percentage of families that come to Christ when:

· When children are first saved – 3%

· When mothers are first saved – 17%

· When father are first saved – 93%
Today I want to talk not so much about the orphan heart but about sonship.

Sonship is so important that all creation is presently crying out for the manifestation of the mature sons of God.

Romans 8:19
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

The way to break this orphan mindset is for people to be filled with the Father’s love for them in Christ, which then enables them to become mature sons who serve God out of knowledge of His undeserved grace instead of trying to earn the Father’s love through performance.
Covenantal Nomism vs. Merit Theology (legalism)

Israelites understood that because they were chosen of God and received the Law, obedience was an overflow.  It suggests that the Jewish view of relationship with God is that keeping the law is based only on a prior understanding of relationship with God.

Because God loves me, I do versus I do in order to get God’s love.

The Israelites served because they were chosen and loved by God not so they can be chosen and loved.

We need to have a heart of a son.  To understand we are loved by God and our identity is in Him and our service to Him is out of that place of love and security.

1 John 4:19


We love, because He first loved us.

Spent week with Pastor Hyunsu in Shanghai this week.  He has a heart of a son.  

1. A true son lays down his vision and serves the vision of the Father – seeks his success.

Joseph had a heart of a son

Gen 39:4 Potiphar
So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge.
Gen 39:22-23 Chief Jailer
The chief jailer committed to Joseph's charge all the prisoners who were in the jail; so that whatever was done there, he was responsible for it.  The chief jailer did not supervise anything under Joseph's charge because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made to prosper.
Gen 41:40 Pharaoh
You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater than you."
Joseph served and sought for the success of his leaders. 

DL Moody and old lady after a bad sermon-forgive me for not praying harder.

When you lay down your vision- God honors

Moses - Joshua > led into promised land.
David - Solomon > built temple of God.
Contrast > David - Absalom- did it his way and died a tragic death.
Not my way but Yahweh.
2. A true son stays no matter what

Ruth 1:8-13 - Ruth and Naomi
2 Kings 2:2,4 – Elisha 
Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.
Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.
A true son does not run out when the going gets tough.

Church building fundraising program – people left when it started and then came back when it was finished.
When you stay and fight - God honors

Ruth 3:10-11 an excellent women and gets Boaz. 
Then he said, "May you be blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich.  Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.
2 Kings 2:15 Elisha gets a double portion not the sons of the prophets.
Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.
I want double-portion sons and daughters.
3. A true son is always looking for opportunities to serve

2 Samuel 23:13-17 David’s mighty men. Drink from well

Who were they? 
1 Sam 22:2

Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.
4. A true son covers the nakedness of their father 

What if the leader/parent sucks?

Gen 9:20 
Ham – not a true son – a son by nature but not a son in heart.
Shem & Japheth - true sons – by nature and in heart.
David was a true son to Saul.

2 Samuel 24:6 
So he said to his men, "Far be it from me because of the Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord's anointed."
Many years ago I had a leader who was saying all kinds of nonsense about the reason our church was not growing numerically as much was me – that I didn’t have a pastor’s heart.  But I had a son who covered my nakedness and shared the vision of the church was not numerical church growth but discipleship.  
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