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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

I see this as central to our church.  When we get this in our spirit it will change us and change our church.

Someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

Romans 8:19
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

The way to break this orphan mindset is for people to be filled with the Father’s love for them in Christ, which then enables them to become mature sons who serve God out of knowledge of His undeserved grace instead of trying to earn the Father’s love through performance.
A Tale of 3 Sons

The Bible tells us in 1 Chronicles 3 that he had 19 sons and 1 daughter and most likely other sons who are not named by some of his concubines.

We will just focus on 3 sons today.

Amnon – Ahinoam 
Absolom – Maacah

Solomon – Bathsheba

Absolom had an orphan heart.  He slept with David’s concubines in the open, set himself up as a judge in Jerusalem and gave out promises of what he would do if he was king, went to Hebron and secretly arranged to have himself proclaimed king.  Absolom’s followers grew so much so that David begins to fear for his life and flees Jerusalem.  Absolom finally dies when his long, beautiful hair is caught in a tree branch and Joab finds him in mid-air and kills him.

How did this happen?  Where was Absolom’s qatan moment?

2 Samuel 13

Absolom’s sister Tamar was beautiful and Amnon was infatuated by her.  Jonadab how was cunning convinced Amnon to take her.  He does by pretending to be sick and have her attend to him and when he kicks everyone out of his room he rapes her.  On top of that after defiling her Amnon kicks her out instead of marrying her.

2 Samuel 13:15

Then Amnon hated her with a very great hatred; for the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Get up, go away!”  But she said to him, “No, because this wrong in sending me away is greater than the other that you have done to me!” Yet he would not listen to her.  Then he called his young man who attended him and said, “Now throw this woman out of my presence, and lock the door behind her.”

Absolom finds his sister crying and hatches a plan.

2 Samuel 13:20-23

Then Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now keep silent, my sister, he is your brother; do not take this matter to heart.” So Tamar remained and was desolate in her brother Absolom’s house.  Now when King David heard of all these matters, he was very angry.  But Absalom did not speak to Amnon either good or bad; for Absalom hated Amnon because he had violated his sister Tamar.
Notice, David is angry but does nothing.  The law of the land says a man who rapes his half sister is worthy of death but David does nothing.  Absolom is denied justice for his family.  Bitterness takes root against David and the rest is history.

He waits two years to put his plan into motion.  Absolom was a cunning individual able to play it cool despite his burning anger.  Scary!

Weakness v. Wickedness

Weakness – what is in me that is flawed.  A tendency toward something.  A proclivity toward sin.

Wickedness – sin.  Wickedness enters into our weakness when we don’t submit to God our weaknesses.

Weaknesses not submitted to God will birth sin.

The act of not submitting is a fundamental lack of trust in God or self-sufficiency.  Our reliance on ourselves to handle it by ourselves.  Self-centered instead of being God-centered.

Sin originates from a loss of intimacy with Christ.  What we call sin is merely visible evidence of an inward reality – loss of intimacy with Jesus.  If continued unrepentantly this leads to separation from God.

Good news is He is always speaking to us to come into repentance and relationship.

Acts 3:19

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.

Remember the Scriptures tell us that He always speaks to us.  When we sin, He just does not hear us.

Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

John 9:31

We know that God does not hear sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him.

When we glory in our own abilities and ourselves it is an open door for the enemy to come in and wreak havoc.

All these are ways in which strength can become weakness.

· A person who calls himself frank and candid can very easily find himself becoming tactless and cruel. 
· A person who prides himself on being tactful can find eventually that he has become evasive and deceitful.

· Loyalty can lead to fanaticism. 
· Caution can become timidity. 
· Freedom can become license.

· Confidence can become arrogance. 
· Humility can become servility. 
1. A true son lays down his vision and serves the vision of the Father – seeks his success.

2. A true son stays no matter what

Ruth 1:8-13 - Ruth and Naomi
2 Kings 2:2,4 – Elisha 
Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.
Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.
A true son does not run out when the going gets tough.

Church building fundraising program – people left when it started and then came back when it was finished.
When you stay and fight - God honors

Ruth 3:10-11 an excellent women and gets Boaz. 
Then he said, "May you be blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich.  Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.
2 Kings 2:15 Elisha gets a double portion not the sons of the prophets.
Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.
I want double-portion sons and daughters.
3. A true son is always looking for opportunities to serve

2 Samuel 23:13-17 David’s mighty men. Drink from well

Who were they? 
1 Sam 22:2

Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.
4. A true son covers the nakedness of their father 

What if the leader/parent sucks?

Gen 9:20 
Ham – not a true son – a son by nature but not a son in heart.
Shem & Japheth - true sons – by nature and in heart.
David was a true son to Saul.

2 Samuel 24:6 
So he said to his men, "Far be it from me because of the Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord's anointed."
Many years ago I had a leader who was saying all kinds of nonsense about the reason our church was not growing numerically as much was me – that I didn’t have a pastor’s heart.  But I had a son who covered my nakedness and shared the vision of the church was not numerical church growth but discipleship.  
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