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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

A Female Orphan

Hosea 1:

Hosea is the story of God’s love for Israel despite their filth and unfaithfulness.  God asks Hosea to marry a prostitute.  They marry, have children and then after some time she goes back into the sex trade.  God then asks His star prophet to go get her back and love her again.

Hosea – howshea – salvation.  Same name as Joshua in the OT and Jesus in the NT which means Jehovah is salvation.

Gomer – come to an end, complete

Gomer’s orphan heart manifested in her inability to receive the love of Hosea causing her to go back to her life as a prostitute.

Maybe her previous life as a prostitute where she felt cheap, used, and unimportant placed a deep hole in her heart that even the love of a faithful, prominent man could not fill.  The orphan heart.  

Note: God’s fiery love as He prods Hosea in taking Gomer back even though she was unfaithful to him.

Difference between an Orphan Heart and the Heart of a Son

We all want to walk as mature sons.  In order to get there we must recognize the difference between operating in an orphan mindset as opposed to the heart of a son.

1. The orphan heart operates out of insecurity and jealousy.  
The mature son functions out of love and acceptance.
Those with an orphan heart are constantly battling jealousy and insecurity, since security originates in a secure relationship with our parents. Those with an orphan spirit are so insecure, they even have a hard time hearing a biological or spiritual father praise their siblings or co-laborers. But those with the spirit of sonship are so secure in the Father’s love and favor that they’re content to serve in any capacity needed, whether or not they are in charge or celebrated in the process.

2. The orphan heart is jealous of the success of his brothers. 
The mature son is committed to the success of his brothers.
Those with an orphan spirit are happy when their brother fails because it makes them feel good about themselves. On the other hand, those with the spirit of sonship joyfully commit themselves to serve, celebrate and help their brothers succeed, since they don’t work for human accolades but out of a deep sense of the love and affirmation of Father God.

3. The orphan heart serves God to earn the Father’s love. 
The mature son serves God out of a sense of divine acceptance and favor.
Along these lines, those with an orphan spirit are constantly striving and trying to earn the Father’s love through accomplishment in ministry or career. Those with a spirit of sonship already know they are accepted in Christ and serve others out of the abundance of this acceptance.

4. The orphan heart tries to medicate its deep internal alienation through physical stimulation. 
The mature son walks in the joy and presence of the Lord for comfort.
Those with an orphan spirit are constantly trying to push down their sense of alienation, loneliness and lack of self-worth through constant work, going from one relationship to the next, physical gratification and a life of narcissism and self-indulgence. However, the more they indulge, the more addicted they become and the larger the hole in their heart becomes because only the love of the Father can fill the deep emotional needs they have.

Those walking in sonship bask in the presence and love of God and practice the joy of the Lord continually as their source of strength because they understand that grounding their security and self-life in anything other than God is like trying to build a house on sinking sand.

5. The orphan heart is driven by the need for success. 
The Spirit leads the mature son into his calling and mission.
Many attempt to accomplish great things to satisfy the deep yearning in their hearts for their father’s approval. This results in them being driven to succeed instead of being led by the Spirit. Even many leaders get their churches into huge debt to build huge buildings, driving the people around them because they are blinded by their own innate feelings of inadequacy. They think they can feel good about themselves with great accomplishments.

Only those with a strong sense of sonship will allow the Lord to direct them and bring opportunities to them without trying to drum up their own success.
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