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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 
Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance and a home – now and coming soon.
Why am I doing this?  I am not upset at anyone!!!  I am doing it in response to the Holy Spirit and because I love the church.

Perry Noble

Only one investment will last from today until eternity, and that's the church. What schools, hospitals and other organizations are doing is not bad. However, the church is the only organization that Jesus founded and has been around for 2,000 years. No system of government, business or para-church organization has ever lasted as long as the church.
When the local church is working right, there is nothing more powerful and breathtaking in the world. It's the place where lost people are found, where found people grow to love Jesus more, where addicts are set free, where the excluded are included, where the hopeless find hope, where marriages are restored, where forgiveness is extended and where God gets the glory for it all!!
There has to be a new dynamic working in the church that totally separates itself not only doctrinally (what we believe) but also practically (how we live).

Difference between an Orphan Heart and the Heart of a Son

We all want to walk as mature sons.  In order to get there we must recognize the difference between operating in an orphan mindset as opposed to the heart of a son.

7. The orphan heart uses people as objects to fulfill goals. 
Mature sons serve people to bless the kingdom.
Those with an orphan heart tend to use people as objects to accomplish their goals. Whenever we objectify people, we manipulate them with words threats, and anything necessary to have our way and control them. Mature sons don’t use people; they serve and release people to fulfill their destiny in Christ.

8. The orphan heart consistently has issues with leaders. 
The mature son honors headship.
Those with an orphan heart are constantly in turmoil, fighting and striving for their own way and they have a false sense that their leader is in competition with them instead allowing the leader to love them.  A mature son honors headship and understands that their leader is operating out of love, care, and concern for them.

Sons naturally honor the chain of command.  Those with an orphan heart continually question the chain of command.

The orphan can usually follow the senior leader but have difficulty following anyone than the top dog.
9. The orphan heart has anger and fits of rage. 
The mature son rests in the Father’s ability to control and guide the future.
Those with an orphan heart have issues with uncontrollable anger, fits of rage and other forms of manipulation because they feel they must control others and their circumstances in order to fulfill their goals. This is because they lack the trust necessary in their heavenly Father to guide and control their future.

Those walking in mature sonship walk in the Father’s rest and have ceased from their own works so the Father can have His way in their lives.

10. The orphan heart is always in competition with others. 
The mature son is always blessing others.
Those with an orphan heart are always trying to outdo others in their church, family, business or denomination because they receive their identity through being better than everyone else. Those who walk in mature sonship are constantly seeing how they can bless others, since they already have the affirmation of God in their souls. They want to freely share His love with others.

11. The orphan heart lacks self-esteem. 
The mature son walks in the love and acceptance of Father God.
Those with an orphan heart have a hard time loving and accepting themselves. Those walking in sonship are filled with a sense of divine love and acceptance that enables them to walk confidently in the joy of the Lord in spite of the fact that all humans are sinners and fall short of the glory of God.
M. Scott Peck 

If a child does not acquire self-confidence from their parents it is unlikely that they will ever possess self-confidence as adults.  Conversely, if a child does gain it in childhood it is unlikely that anything in adulthood will discourage them.
God-esteem.

12. The orphan heart bonds new people to themselves 
The mature son bonds new people to the family and the father.
Those with an orphan heart have a new fresh target to control and get their worth from.  A mature son introduces new people to the family and the father.
13. The orphan heart places the fault on others when corrected.  

The mature son is secure and can handle correction, discipline, and change.

Hebrews 12:7

It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

The orphan heart is great at the blame game.  Like Adam and Eve the first earthly orphans those with an orphan mindset tend to see discipline as something very negative and unfair to them personally.  A mature son welcomes discipline and correction and understand that it is a necessity to growth and empowerment.

Everyone grows from making mistakes.  When industry tries to expand to other countries, there are plenty of opportunities for mistakes:

· When GM tried to introduce the Chevy Nova into South America, they neglected to notice that in Spanish “No va” means “No go.” Needless to say, sales were poor for a car that wouldn’t go.

· The National Dairy Association had great success in this country with their “Got Milk?” Campaign. But when they took this slogan into Mexico they were informed that their Spanish translation read, “Are you lactating?”

· When Coca-Cola was introduced in China, their attempts at finding a phonetic equivalent in the Chinese language resulted in a drink called “bite the wax tadpole.”

· Pepsi didn’t do too well either with their Chinese advertising. Their “Come alive with the Pepsi generation” slogan translated into “Pepsi brings your ancestors back from the grave.”

All these companies survived and thrived in these countries.

The mature son builds the house and receives an inheritance.  
Sons have a deep sense of ownership.

Psalm 127:1-5

God builds His house revelationally, relationally, and generationally.  

The greatest gift known to humankind is to accept, receive and walk in the love of the Father, who so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that we may not perish or waste our lives away but experience the abundant life that only our heavenly Father can give.
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