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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 
Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance from the Father’s hand and a home in the Father’s house – now and coming soon.
The orphan heart refers to a spiritual condition in which some Christians profess outwardly to know God as Father, but experience an internal contradiction to that belief.

Deep down they struggle to comprehend that God loves them. They may harbor feelings of abandonment, fear, unworthiness or rejection. This may be due to unhealed hurts from painful past experiences.

Antidote for the Orphan Heart

1. Receiving the Father’s love

Our Father invites us to a place of unconditional acceptance and love not based on what we do but on who we are.

Matthew 3:16-17

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
Two significant things happened at the baptism – Spirit descended upon Jesus (Spirit Christology) and the voice from heaven. 

We all need to have a baptism experience – Holy Spirit coming upon us and to hear the voice of God declaring His approval and love.

My baptism experience.

John 8:32


And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.
Know – ginosko – to know by observation or experience.

Our Father’s invitation is one of welcome embrace, to a place of belonging in His family. 

Ephesians 1:5
He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will

2. Receiving our Identity in Christ

Our Father invites us to receive our unique, God-given identity in Christ. 
John 1:12

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.

In Christ we are perfect.  Totally righteous not because of what I do but because of who I am in Christ.

“Where do you get your worth from?”

3. Walking in Sonship

Our Father invites us to walk in Sonship.  He placed us uniquely in the body, the local church.

1 Cor 12:18
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.
Henry Blackaby

Christians think their walk with God is independent of anyone else and they are not accountable to the church.

Some people have overemphasized the priesthood of all believers to the detriment of our corporate identity.

Christian faith vs. Christian life

Christian faith is you and God.  No one else.

Christian life is you and God and everyone else.  All the one another’s in the Bible.

Don’t confuse the two.  We need one another.

1 John 1:3

What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
Christians enter a fellowship that goes two ways – with God and with other Christians.

PSam how about Christians that claim they belong to the “universal church?”

Alan Stibbs 
Any idea…or enjoying salvation or being a Christian in isolation is foreign to the New Testament writings.

The NT gives no samples of Christians who belong to the “universal church” but have no link with a local church.

It's illogical to say that you are merely part of the worldwide, universal church, yet refuse to gather with the segment of that universal church that exists in your geographical area. 

It would be like claiming you have a car, when the right fender is in Shatin, the engine is in Admiralty, and the wheels are in Sai Kung! You don't have a car; you have the beginning of the inventory for a junkyard. It just won't function until the pieces are put together.
Yes, we are all part of the universal church.  

Henry Blackaby

All believers worldwide are united in the kingdom of God under the rule of the King!  But the local church is to function like a body.

Walk in sonship at SP!  Be fathered by the teachings and learn to walk as a mature son.

Give yourself to the local church – His bride and see how your life will be changed.

1 John 3:1

See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are
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