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Romans 8:14-15

“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” – Romans 8:14-15
THE BIG PICTURE
· We are called to be loved, saved through Jesus Christ. 

· John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that He gave His [a]only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
· Then we are all called to become like Christ! 

· Romans 8:29 – “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;”
· Then we are all called to the mission field.
· Matthew 28:19 – Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

How do we do it?  

· By submitting to the teaching of our apostle

· Acts 2:42 – They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

· Acts 2:47 – praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
· And to become the Body of Christ, acting as His hands and feet.
· 1 Corinthians 12:12 – For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ

· 1 Corinthians 12:27 – Now you are Christ’s body, and individual members of it.

God has a plan for the World, broken into the Nations, exercised by the Local church, through the Body of Christ.  YOU are apart of that body.  We cannot do this without you.

HOWEVER, our growth and maturing as a son of this house directly affects our maturing as a son of God. This directly affects our willingness to follow Him, and to fulfill His call and vocation in our lives.

Relating to Orphan Heart:
· It is not an on/off switch - mature son / orphan. 

· But in order for us to be mature sons, we need to move along the scale. 

· Just like the Engel scale describes the steps that it takes for a non-Christian to become a fully surrender follow of Jesus. 

· There is also a scale for becoming mature sons.   

Christianity is NOT a spectator sport!
Eph 6:12 – “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

1 Tim 1:18 NASB - “This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight,” 

· NIV – “… fight the battle well.”

· NLT – “…fight well in the Lord’s battles.”

· ESV – “… you may wage the good warfare.” 
This is not to make us afraid, 

1 John 4:4 – “You are from God, little children, and have overcome; because greater is He who is in you than the he who is in the world.”
1)  BECOMING A MATURE SON REQUIRES A CHOICE
· We heard truths that made sense to us.

· We had an experience of God.
· We believed in our hearts, 
· But at the end there was still a decision AND ACTION to confess
Romans 10:9 - "that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;”

We often pray that God make us more faithful, more obedient, more submitted. 

These words are simply adjectives (a word naming the attributes of a noun or subject).  What makes the person or subject in question these things aren’t the adjectives, but the actions that the person exhibits.   

· How does God make us into whatever we ask for?  By giving us opportunities to do it.

Franklin Graham (Billy Graham’s son) - “There comes a point in every man’s life where he stops thinking about the man he wants to become, but simply becomes that man." 

· Obviously God will work

· But we need to make the choice to do it.

WE Experience God through our steps of Faith.

2)  PRIORITIZE KNOWING GOD RATHER THAN NOT MAKING MISTAKES
Growing up in an Asian Culture, we are taught this a lot. 

Play it safe. Don’t screw up.  Because if you screw up, it’s OVER. 
· Henry Blackaby suggests this:

· If our hearts are set on following Jesus Christ every single day, we will always be in the center of His will.

· I suggest this:

· Even if we make a mistake in hearing Him and doing His will, if our hearts are set on finding Him, He will redeem ALL things.

· Romans 8:28
ROMANS 8:15 - "For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 

The ancient Roman context of adoption is very different than today 

· Romans adopt ADULT children.

· They usually looked for mature young men who had living parents.

· They adopted them to inherit their new father’s social standing, wealth, political power. 

· The adopted son would have all the rights of as a child born into the family.
· He will provide all things so that we can complete that Will.
Unless we prioritize knowing God, our growth becomes staggeringly slow.
3)  BE ACTIVE IN YOUR PURSUIT 

God does His part, we must also do ours. 

Recognizing that we are called, that there is a commission before us, take an effort to do everything we can to get to where we need to be.
Ecc 4:12 - And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart.

· Interesting that the context of this verse talks about oppression.
· Who is trying to oppress?

· The enemy is doing everything he can to take you down

The point is to take RESPONSIBILITY for our maturity and growth!

4) CHOOSING TO BE FULLY SUBMITTED TO GOD
· This means being open to what He wants to do

· Allowing Holy Spirit to mold us

· Obeying by fully submitting our will to His.

One of the things we become afraid of is “What is God going to do?”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer – famous theologian in the early 20th century

“The primary question is not the abstract and impersonal question “How is this possible?” (Whatever “this” refers to).  Rather, the primary question we must answer is the question Jesus Christ puts on each of us personally:  “Who do you say I am?" 

Every other question is secondary.  And every secondary question relating to how, what, where and when must be answered in light of the prior question of who. “ 

· IF we truly believed that Jesus is who He says He is, then we must believe that

· He has over come the grave

· That God is real

· And that HE is powerful, all knowing, omnipotent, wise, capable, 

· That He created the universe, including you and me

· And so He knows what He’s doing.
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