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Aren’t you so thankful for this church? Aren’t you so thankful for this house of prayer and for P Sam and our leaders who are mentoring us on being led by the Spirit as Sons? Today we are going to hit the rewind button and go back to Hosea and Gomer. The Holy Spirit said to me as I prayed for you, beautiful women of SP, “Identity and Hosea, pray on this.” We are going to walk through the story again of brokenness and betrothal. Since we are now all walking in a Spirit of Sonship and being healed from the orphan heart and learning to be Sons of God …we are going to follow Him and look at this story through the lens of being lovers of Christ the betrothed bride and Christ as our Faithful Bridegroom. 
Hosea served the Northern Kingdom of Israel was outwardly looking successful and all seemed positive. It was a time of prosperity, idolatry was tolerated and people continued in a form of worship denying its power. The Lord, in His brilliance, uses the life of Hosea to write the story of His unfailing love for unfaithful Israel and His backsliding Bride. He didn’t just get to prophecy but actually got to live it out. Now, with this book there are three different viewpoints: Hosea not only speaks of his life with Gomer, but also God through Hosea speaks of the wayward northern kingdom of Israel and to us the Church for today! So this is relevant to us now!
Who am I in the realm of the kingdom of God?
What does His perfect will, His destiny, look like for me specifically? 
How can I experience more of His love and His Spirit if I am so prone to wander?
Hosea 1-3 Outline
1. Ishi not Ba’al- Hosea 1:10-11, 2:16 Bridal identity and Sons of the Living God
2. Influence- Hosea 2:14 -15, our destiny, our valley of trouble is a door of hope to others
3. Intimacy-Hosea 2:16-23, betrothal, covenant , feasting on His faithfulness, to know the Lord
Share Brief Testimony: 
…Conviction does not equal obedience…
So, we decided we would go on one last wonderful vacation before we became poor missionaries.  We planned a trip to Hawaii and left our three children home with grandparents and we set off for one last hoorah. It was May 2012 and Tyler had bought “Hawaii Revealed” and read it cover to cover highlighting all the places we would plan go. And there was that hike that we just had to do…the 12 mile one of glorious scenery where people had also died. This was the one he wanted to do! My beloved husband tells me, “Don’t worry it will be fine.” So we are on it and having a jolly time until we get to the midway point where the trail turns in to a vertical wall. The trail signs are the ones with stick people falling off of a cliff and a big black X over them. I’m thinking let’s just turn around. My beloved husband says, “Don’t worry. It’s not as bad as it looks. Look it gets so much easier after this.” He goes ahead and I cringe thinking about my three children and who will raise them when I die. Now the mountains in Hawaii are not made of rock like normal mountains but rather dissolving sand so you touch it and it crumbles.  So I have a decision to make:  Do I just step out in faith? Or turn back and take the easy road?
In the same way, Hosea had a decision to make. God says, Go, take a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry. Can you even imagine? Um, Lord, are you serious? You want me to take a wife from that part of town? If you think the Lord won’t ask you to do something crazy …Think again!  Let’s read it. 


Hosea 1:1-9 
Hosea means salvation and Gomer means completion. What a picture of the gospel already! The faithful and obedient even famous and studly prophet loves a prostitute- why? “Because the land has committed great harlotry by departing from the Lord.” Crazy I know…Now this is not to long after this assignment to Hosea. Isaiah is told to walk around naked for 3 years as a proclamation against Egypt and Ethiopia. So, Gomer has three kids whom the Lord names: 1. A little boy named Jezreel: I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the house of Jehu. What’s a Jezreel? Well, this was a vineyard in Naboth’s land which King Ahab and Queen Jezebel wanted. These two were ubelievably wicked and had Naboth killed and stole his land. In judgement God sent Jehu to kill Ahab and Jezebel. Jehu became the new king of Israel and this name, Jezreel, would remind Israel of the fury of Jehu when he killed Ahab, Jezebel and the 70 sons of Ahab in the city of Jezreel. Even though Jehu fulfilled the purpose of God he was actually violent and wreckless. (This is found in 1 kings 21 and 2 Kings 9, 10) and Jezreel here in context is more clearly Hosea’s son but we are not so sure about the other two. You are never sure when your wife is a prostitute…. 2. A little girl named Lo Ruhamah: no mercy 3. A little boy named Lo Ammi: not my people
Now the Lord also named our 3 Children in November 2010…Testimony of Samuel…Just think if He would have said name Him “Lo-Ammi”- you are not my people and I am not your God. Can you imagine the confusion, the shame, and the abandonment issues? 
***Now a shift happens in the text, let’s read it Hosea1:10-2:1 Our covenant God through Hosea the prophet makes a prophetic declaration. 1. He recalls the covenant He made with Abraham- yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea which cannot be measured or numbered. 2. He declares they will be “sons of the living God” and He declares it over us today if we are indeed the seed of Abraham by faith. 3. He redeems the judgements on the children by saying in ch 2 vs 1 For great will be the day of Jezreel, Say to your brethren, ‘My people” and to your sisters, “mercy is shown.” Now this is already the goodness of God in His redemption and restoration. Now, their unfaithfulness births judgement but His desire for us is to be a reflection of Him- a faithful Bride. Jump ahead to Hosea 2:16 “And it shall be, in that day,” says the Lord, “That you will call Me ‘My Ishi’ in Hebrew or Husband and no longer call me ‘my Ba’al’ in Hebrew or Master or possessor or owner.
So, who are you in the realm of the Kingdom? You are sons of the Living God and you are the bride of Christ. 
1. Ishi- cry out Ishi not Ba’al- the bridal cry will seek Him as a loving Husband and not a master!
There is no such thing as spiritual singlehood in the kingdom of God. We are all betrothed to one Bridegroom and you will bear spiritual fruit and you will leave a legacy no matter if you get married on this earth or not. Here are just a few scripts that portray the Bride…
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. Isaiah 61:10
For as a young man marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So shall your God rejoice over you. Isaiah 62: 5
[The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins] “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Matthew 25:1
But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days. Mark 2:20
Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His wife has made herself ready. And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Rev 19:7-8
I know it feels like we are being beat to death by this word but …our identity is wrapped up in who our Ishi says we are not who we think we are or what the world thinks we are. You are children of Abraham by faith, known by God, Sons of the Living God, and His beloved Bride-this is our true identity! So, who are you in the realm of the kingdom of God? The answer is in Jesus you are a Son but you are also His betrothed Bride. Seal this, Lord forever on our hearts. The question is do you believe Him? He uses the most intimate of earthly relationships to demonstrate His affection for us. Do you believe who He says He is and do you believe who He says you are? Have you experienced Him? Do you hear Him whisper, beloved? Just as the disciple John called himself “the one whom Jesus loved”…do you do that? What if we did? For we are members of His body of His flesh and of His bones. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery but I speak concerning Christ and the Church. Eph 5:22, 30-32

Let’s skip to chapter 3:1-5 where we last hear about Hosea and Gomer. Hosea 3:1-5 says she is gone! She left Hosea with three kids!!! So now he can get a divorce…nope! Actually according to OT law she deserves to be stoned to death. But the Lord says, “Go again and find her.” “Buy back what already belongs to you, Hosea.” How messy and painful is that search?  He finds her there on the slave block naked and being sold, broken and in chains. Can you even imagine the embarrassment of seeing Him come while she was selling herself? You see, those who wanted to buy her wanted to use her but Hosea wanted to buy her to heal her. He pays half in cash and half in barley probably because the price is high. I hope you understand that I am Gomer and so are you! You see, He is the fierce and faithful Initiator and will relentlessly pursue us. He came searching for us even when we went back to our other lovers. He bought what was already His and sent His one and only Son. For God so loved you that He gave His most costly possession- His One and only Son. Our names are inscribed on the palms of His hands. He bears the mark of His covenant with us. He purchased us to God by His own blood. Is He your first love or are you enslaved by another? (I have been enslaved by all kinds of things but all the enslavements are rooted in self…selfish ambition, self-will I struggled with anorexia in college. I struggled with low self-esteem and depression, materialism and greed, I also struggled with fear but the Lord has bought me back.) What is satisfying us more than Jesus? Where do you find your worth or significance and meaning?

2. INFLUENCE in JESUS. Now the most beautiful of love songs …look back at Hosea 2:14-15. In Verses 14-15 God exults His mercy on His people relentlessly pursuing us into the chambers of His love. 1. He allures us, pursues us, calls us out to the private wilderness.  2. To speak comfort to us. 3. He gives us our vineyards, our fruitfulness, and the Valley of Achor as a door of hope. He wants to speak to our heart. Don’t think you are too ugly or rotten. Let Him speak. You are a lover and were drawn away by the world, selfish ambition, and your own pleasures. Now, What is the valley of Achor? (read Joshua 7:26 about Achan) This was where Achan who was from the tribe of Judah transgressed the covenant. He stole and deceived and took the beautiful Babylonian garments, 200 shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing 50 shekels and hid it under his tent. Achor means trouble. Your valley of Achor or the trouble in your life God will redeem for you as a door of Hope. What if your testimony in God and what He has delivered you from is going to be where He sets others free?  What if He has allowed calamity in your life for you to be a blessing of comfort to others? This is your INFLUENCE. Thus says the Lord, They will overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. This is how HE will turn what the enemy meant to destroy you into a door of Hope for you and others. 
Point #2. You are influential because of Christ in you the Hope of Glory! Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God and to those who are the called according to His purpose. Church, Bride, You are the called the chosen Bride of immense influence. This is your ENTRYWAY into ABUNDANT LIFE on this side of heaven! Why do you think the enemy is trying so hard to sift you like wheat? You are marked with His Spirit. You bear His image. The enemy knows His time is short… and the Church of Jesus Christ wins in the end. 

3. INTIMACY with JESUS. Hosea 2:16-23 The Lord speaks here, through the prophet Hosea, of restored faithfulness by renewing His covenant vows with her. He declares His intimacy will be restored. “I will betroth” He says it 3 times emphasizing His faithfulness and the new start of their relationship. “And you shall know the Lord” this is the same “know” where Adam “knew” Eve his wife in Genesis 4:1. In the most Holy of ways Jesus, our salvation, wants to complete us even though we keep pursuing other lovers. He wants intimacy with us in the most Holy of ways! Point #3. You are betrothed to One Bridegroom and you shall know the Lord! This is the most fierce and relentless love. He is sure about us even though He has seen us at our worst. He Is not giving up and He is Merciful. He wants to ENCOUNTER, EXPERIENCE US! We are made for HIM! He has everything if He has our hearts. ( testimony of psalm 37:3 the struggle and mystery of feasting on His faithfulness). Peter echoes vs23 in His epistle: You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness in to His marvelous light who were once not a people but are now the people of God who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. Halleluia!


Continuation of Hawaii Trail Story…
I made my decision. I was going to step out in faith on that Hawaii trail. So, I begin to inch across the great vertical wall trying not to look at the 30 foot drop. All I could think about what who would take care of my three babies when I died. It was life or death!  I spot a cord like root of a tree that I grab on to and held on for dear life and after sweating and crying in the fetal position going across I knew I would make it and I did! My valley of fear became a door of Hope, a destiny, an adventure He is still writing in me. This was a picture the second act of the production of our walk of faith with Jesus. We were about to jump at His command and move our family to Hong Kong with no plan. I prayed take me on an adventure, Lord. Write the gospel with my life. Hosea 11:4 says “I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love…”  Jeremiah 31:3 says The Lord has appeared of old to me saying; yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.

He wants us to cry Ishi not Ba’al! Husband not master.
He wants to give us influence in His kingdom… our valley of Achor as a door of HOPE!
He wants our intimacy …our betrothal to Himself in righteousness, justice, lovingkindness, mercy and betrothal of faithfulness so that we shall know the Lord!  
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Rev 22:18

What now?
Repent from those enslavements, those fears those other lovers.
Return to your First Love.
Respond and walk worthy of the calling for which you have been called…
  to actively continually believe who your Ishi says you are…His Son, His Bride!
Pray. Say “I do” to the Great “I AM”!
