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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Clarify just one thing: Sonship & Orphan heart - There are two aspects to this (we've been talking about both in our series)

1) Sonship in our Heavenly Father

Romans 8:14
For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

1 John 3:1
See (Behold) how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are.

We teach on this quite frequently. We need to experience God's love to us as a Father. He is pleased with us. We are the object of His affection.
· This revelation sets us FREE from an orphan mindset
· feeling insecure
· feeling jealous
· comparing ourselves with others
· feeling like we're not good enough
· feeling like we have to perform
· feeling like we're always being measured and coming up short
· being AFRAID to fully trust God
· being AFRAID to fully submit to God
· holding on the bitterness and unforgiveness
The love of the Father sets us free from these things. We're all learning to walk this out. 

This year's retreat with PB - the revelation of the Father's Love
· Encourage you to go back and listen to the messages again
· I felt that this revelation will TRANSFORM the way we do Christianity
· no longer performing for God. We need this again and again and again. 

2) Sonship in the Church
· this is the one that is probably a little bit harder for some of us to GRASP, to ACCEPT, and to SUBMIT to. 
· this is the "real" title

We've been asking these two questions:
one - am I a son of this house? 
two - do I have P. Sam's heart? 

We're talking about sonship in the church.
· P. Hugo's quote: Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

This, I believe, has been the focus of our sonship series. Not about receiving the revelation of us being children of God, but learning, what does it mean to be a son in the context of a local church. 
· less about receiving HEALING from our brokenness, thoughts of shame, insecurity, insignificance (although we have done that)
· more about learning, this is what it looks like to serve and obey with the heart of a son. 

What does it look like?
· Regular attendance, coming on time (OZ example), receiving the teachings, not complaining, honoring all the leaders (not just P. Sam), looking for ways to serve and give back, etc. 

Sonship in our Heavenly Father is closely related to Sonship in the Church, but it’s helpful for us in understanding the specific meaning of the word “sonship” to DISTINGUISH the two
· Sonship in our Father frees us to walk in sonship in the church
· Sonship in the church is a MANIFESTATION of our sonship in the Father
· When we have been set free by the love of our Perfect Heavenly Father, we are no longer orphan minded. We can be sons, in our home, in our work, and in our church
· After we receive the revelation of our sonship in the Father, our walking it out (living it out) happens in our home, in our workplace, and in our church

Much of what P. Sam has been asking from us in this sermon series is to walk in sonship in the church.
· different paradigm of looking at church
· this is the first church I've called home. Church was just something that was good for me (good teaching, good worship, good Sunday school, good youth group)
· it has always been in our DNA (to walk in submission, to walk in obedience, to honor our leaders, to lay down our own rights, to give back to the church)
· but this is the first time we've articulated it
· we've been doing it this whole time, but now we know what to call it: sonship

Hopefully this helps us better understand the series that we have been on.

Three points, regarding Sonship in the Church:
1) Sonship in the church is BIBLICAL
2) Sonship in the church is BENEFICIAL
3) Sonship in the church is a DECISION

1) BIBLICAL
The Bible consistently affirms the heart of a sonship. The Bible seems to endorse it. The Bible says, yes this is good!

In the OT:
A) Samuel, the greatest judge, one of the greatest prophets in the Bible - he served Eli, as a son
· 1 Sam 3:6 "I did not call, my son"
· 1 Sam 3:16 "Samuel, my son"
· Samuel is one of the favored characters in the Bible. He served Eli as a son. He had a heart of a son. 

B) David, the greatest King, man after God's own heart - served Saul as a son
· 1 Sam 24:11 "Now, my father, see! Indeed, see the edge of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the edge of your robe and did not kill you, know and perceive that there is no evil or rebellion in my hands, and I have not sinned against you, though you are lying in wait for my life to take it."
· Not just in this instance, but while David was with Saul, he served him faithfully
· after David fled from Saul, he honored him as God's anointed
· even upon Saul's death, David honored him, in his thoughts, speech, and actions

IMPORTANT LESSON about what to do with leaders who are actually very harmful
· Whenever people come from another church, I like to have a chat with them. Is there slandering? Complaining? SP is not perfect (stay here long enough, and there will be many things that do not satisfy)

· David is again, one of the favored characters in the Bible. He served Saul as a son. He had a heart of a son. 

C) Naaman's servants (pictured in a very positive light) - serves Naaman as sons
· 2 Kings 5:13 "Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, had the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
· yes, a bit more random, but sonship is portrayed as something very positive

Many more: Joseph, Daniel, Esther with Mordecai, Ruth with Naomi, etc

In the NT, we also see sonship modeled:
A) Jesus and his disciples
· Is 9:6 "For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace."
· John 14:16-18 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you."

B) Paul and his church, and his disciples
· 1 Cor 4:15 "For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel."
· 1 Thess 2:11 "just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children"
· 1 Tim 1:2 "Timothy my true child"
· Titus 1:4 "Titus my true child"

Church as "oikos" household, family
· 1 Tim 3:15
· v 4-5 draws a comparison between a natural father and a leader in the "household" of God
· a natural family has fathers, a spiritual family has spiritual fathers

C) John and his disciples
· John's letters, he calls his disciples, children

God seems pleased when his children serve and obey their leaders on earth with the heart of sonship. It's always portrayed in a positive light. And specifically in the NT, this is applied in the church context. 
· Sonship in the church is biblical

2) BENEFICIAL

Sonship in the church is good for you!! Many things you gain, but will talk about two things. 

A) Identity
Sonship identifies you with a local spiritual family, under the leadership of a local spiritual father. In other words, you have found a place where you BELONG.
· Belonging is a TWO way deal. You are accepted into the family, but you have to be willing to join the family (accept the family's way of doing things).
· give the illustration of visiting Mon's family

When you identify yourself with a local church, under the leadership of a local pastor, it provides you with an authoritative voice for that you can submit to, which in turn, provides you with spiritual covering.
· Many Christian live as Christian orphans. Not that they don't know their sonship in the Heavenly Father, but that they don't have a church that they belong to. They listen to sermons from one pastor to another, they run after conferences and anointed speakers, but they don't know who or where they belong to. They don't know which teaching to submit their lives to. 
· Eph 4:11-14
· 1 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
· Many Christians seem to be tossed here and there, not knowing which teaching to submit to. Whatever is popular, whatever sounds good, they turn to.

They're outsiders, peering in through a window, wishing they could be part of that family, but they don't belong. 
· example of While You Were Sleeping
· my experience listening to Bethel's sermons
· Christopher Georges “Pastor, do you have an email or church website I can send a prayer request?”

B) Breakthrough

Genesis 22:1-14
1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 5 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 14 Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.”

Familiar with this story, but powerful insight regarding sonship
· Abraham, the father, is called by God to do an incredibly difficult task
· Go up and sacrifice your only son
· Obedience

· Isaac goes along, but eventually, he figures out what is going on
· “Where’s the lamb?”
· V. 9 – Abraham binds his son Isaac and lays him on the altar
· By this point, Isaac definitely understands what’s happening
· How does he react? He submits to the will of his father
· Isaac was about 18-20 years old; Abraham was 120 yrs old.. 
· Submission

· What happens afterwards?
· God stops Abraham
· Looks over and finds a ram, “caught in the thicket by his horns”
· Provision
· Rams are not mild, docile creatures. They can be wild, violent, and dangerous
· Their horns are their greatest weapon of opposition
· What does God do? He removes the opposition by trapping it by its horns

Obedience of the father, combined with the submission of the son, led to the removal of opposition. 

That’s an incredible principle. 

God wants to bless you. God wants to remove opposition from your life. He wants to leads you in His good and perfect will. So what does He do?
· He brings you to a church
· He helps you get plugged in
· He brings new revelation to you through the teaching of the pastors
· He challenges you, encourages you, inspires you, corrects you, through the leaders of this church

Your breakthrough is going to come through the ministry of the church that He has placed you in. As you submit to His teachings, as you walk in sonship in the church that God has called you to, His blessing will flow, His breakthrough will come.

Our job is to first to pray for P. Sam that he would obey the Eternal Father. Second, to submit to his teaching, his leadership, his decisions (even when we don’t understand! If we’ve been praying, we’re just trusting God). And we will see God move.  

My experience at Phnom Penh Worship Conference 

My experience at SP
· Many will be able to relate to this
· I’ve been healed of so much brokenness, lies, self-hatred, wrong view of God
· If it wasn’t for SP, and for Pastor Sam, I don’t know where I would be? I may not be a pastor, and even if I was, I may be a very weak pastor (false humility, little authority, insecure, etc).
· I’ve been pushed and challenged here. 
· It is here, that I learned how to pray. It is here, that I learned about the goodness of God. It is here, that I learned about the love of the Father.

What happens if I don’t walk in sonship in this church?
· if I reject Pastor Sam as my spiritual father in my heart, I reject his teachings as well
· It’s very difficult to truly walk in someone’s teachings, while rejecting him/her as a leader

This is why it’s so important for you to go to the church that God has called you to commit to. Because that’s the church, through which He wants to release His breakthrough. Don’t simply choose a church based on location, the building, the sound system, or the Sunday School/Youth ministry. 

And if God has brought you to Solomon’s Porch, jump in. Don’t be an outsider. Identify yourself with this spiritual family, under the leadership of Pastor Sam. You don’t have to be an orphan, always turning to and fro, finding the best teaching, the most anointed preacher, looking for that blessing or prophetic word. God will take care of you, as you submit with the heart of sonship. 

There are many more benefits that we can articulate, but let’s just remember this: it is good for you! 

3) DECISION
Earthly leaders are not perfect. You’re not going to find a leader that perfectly meets your hopes, longings, desires, and expectations.
· Look at David, look at Samuel, look at Naaman’s servants
· All of them served imperfect, flawed, human leaders with the heart of sonship

I’ve shared my journey with you before
· I definitely had father hunger, coming to SP
· Coming to SP, meeting P. Sam, submitting myself to him, I began to put many expectations and hopes on him (I didn’t know it at the time)
· We’re very different people
· Began to reject him in my heart, growing root of bitterness, feeling misunderstood, unheard, un-pursued
· I decided in my heart to leave SP, go to Korea, find a different leader, more like myself, someone that would understand me

· February 2011 trip to Seattle
· Imagine what is going on in my heart
· P. Sam speaks the message on heart of a son
· True son lays down his own vision to serve the vision of his father
· True son stays no matter what
· True son always looks for ways to serve
· True son covers the nakedness of his father
· He’s speaking this in terms of a natural family
· God speaks to me in my heart

“Because you have a perfect Father in Me, you can serve imperfect fathers here on earth”
· My understanding of sonship in my Heavenly Father, helped me walk in sonship under P. Sam
· When you choose to walk in sonship under an earthly leader, you’re not trusting in him/her. You’re trusting in God, who has led you to him/her. 

God will take care of my longings and desires. My ambitions. My hopes and dreams. He knows what He is doing. 

After this time, God confirmed this through P. Dom’s message
· Moses took care of his father-in-law’s sheep for 40 years
· God took care of him

Had I left, I would still be a Christian orphan. Looking for that non-existent “perfect” leader. I don’t think I would have experienced the growth and breakthroughs that I have experienced so far. 

Sonship in the church is a DECISION. Sonship in the church is YOUR decision. 
· It’s not dependent upon the leader
· We know it’s not dependent upon the building, carpet, the sound system, the Sunday school program, the outreaches
· But same with the leadership. There will always be disagreements. Can’t find one that “fits” perfectly. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]But when you make the decision in your heart, then those questions, doubts, bitterness gives way to willing obedience, joy in submission, trust in GOD
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