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Proverbs 14:31

He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, But he who is gracious to the needy honors Him.
The purpose of Poverty Sunday is to create awareness for the situation in Hong Kong as well as empower and inspire people to do something and to reflect holistically and theologically about poverty.

I am so proud of our outreach staff.  Tim and Janella work tirelessly to get our church thinking, praying, and doing Philippians 2:3

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.

I’ve been privileged to be tasked with helping us think theologically about poverty.  The outreach staff have done an incredible job inspiring us and causing us to reflect.

Let me first say that poverty is a tough subject in life and also in the Bible.

Luke 6:20

And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He began to say, "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Proverbs 22:4


The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, honor and life.
1 John 2:15

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
3 John 2

Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.
This is the same guy who says seemingly totally different things.  In 3 John he is not talking about prospering spiritually but materially.

Some Christians make poverty the height of spirituality and equate wealth with greed and sin and other Christians associate poverty with laziness or bad choices made by the poor.

It is much more complex than that.  

Even identifying who are the poor is difficult.  We hosted a conference this past Thursday and one of the speakers was Mr. Patrick Nip who used to be the head of the Social Department and who is now the head of Information Services Department and tasked with identifying the poor in Hong Kong.

Identifying who the poor are is difficult enough.  Then trying to analyze what causes poverty are even more difficult.  

· Is poverty the result of bad decisions that individuals make?

· Is poverty the result of harmful social structures?

· Is poverty and homelessness the result of drug addiction?

· Is poverty a sign of God’s judgment?

And then there is the other side of wealth.

· Is wealth the result of good decisions that an individual makes?

· Is wealth the result of beneficial social structures?
· Is wealth a sign of God’s blessing?

I am not saying the Bible is contradictory but rather, the issue is very complex and nuanced.  

All to say maybe what really separates the poor and non-poor is opportunity?

But there is a radical middle.

Opportunity

Matthew 26:11


For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me.
Galatians 2:10


They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.
Jesus was saying that the poor will always be around.  This doesn’t mean that we should just be laissez faire about it but I believe He was addressing the simple fact that He creates opportunity for His people to be mindful of the poor and help.

Community

After I sat for a while I was given a questionnaire by Janella to process some of my thoughts.  One of the questions was, “do you think this will ever happen to you?”  I had to honestly say “I don’t think so because I have a community.”  The poverty we see is not just about lack of funds but it is an emotional poverty of loneliness and lack of community.

Galatians 6:10

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Get involved, not just in giving resources but becoming a human resource yourself.
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