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2 Corinthians 5:8

Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight— we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
What happens when we die?

We are body, soul (mind, will, and emotions), and spirit (that which is eternal). 

The spirit of the believer goes immediately into God’s presence.

The spirit of the unbeliever goes immediately into eternal judgment.

Luke 23:43


…Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in paradise.

Paradise is 3rd heaven.  2 Corinthians 12

2 Corinthians 5:8

Luke 16 – more than a parable.

There will be no soul sleep or limbo (limbus partum)

At His second coming, God will resurrect our bodies (glorified, resurrected body)

· 1 Corinthians 15:51 – we shall all be changed.

· Romans 8:11 – cf 2 Corinthians 5:1-3

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
How about OT people?  They too.

Elijah – 2 Kings 2:11

As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.
What about reincarnation?  Will people get a second chance?

Man is not eternal.  We are a direct creation of God – Psalm 139:13; Genesis 1:26-27
Hebrews 9:27

And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment
What about judgment?

Revelation 20:11-15

Acts 17:30-31

Matthew 25:31-46

When?  After the millennium – Revelation 20:9-10

Who?  

Unbelievers

· Judged according to their deeds.  

· Judgment will include degrees of punishment – Luke 12:47-48; Matthew 11:22 – more tolerable.

· Every deed will be judged – Ecclesiastes 12:14; Matthew 12:36

Believers
· Romans 14:10, 12

· We pass over from the judgment.  John 5:24

· Our judgment will be to evaluate and bestow various degrees of rewards.

· 1 Corinthians 4:5 – This should not cause terror for the believer because the sins, which will be made public, will be made public as sins, which are forgiven, and thus a chance for God to be given glory for His grace.

The postmodern question – so what?  What does this mean to me?

1. Provides satisfaction for our inward sense of a need for justice in the world.

We can rest in knowing that all those Khmer Rouge soldiers and Nazis who did unimaginable brutalities to people and seemingly got away with it and are enjoying their retirement will come to justice.

Assures us that indeed God’s universe is fair.

Colossians 3:25

For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

2. Provides reason to forgive others freely

We do not need to seek revenge because God has reserved that right for Himself.

Romans 12:19

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.
We can give the wrongdoer to God.

Gang member who slapped my mom; employee who stole from my dad’s company and led our company into bankruptcy.

3. Provides a motive for righteous living

We want to live lives of faithfulness and good works, not as a means of earning our salvation but as a holy response to His forgiveness.

Brings an understanding that God’s graciousness to us also brings us rewards for righteous living.

Matthew 6:20

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
2 Peter 3:3-4  

Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”
Peter describes the lives of the ungodly.

4. Provides a great motive for evangelism

The decisions made by people in this life will affect their destiny for all eternity.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Peter states that this is the reason why God is delaying the Lord’s return.
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