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Alpha video: Alpha is looking for volunteers.  This is a great time to invite your family, friends and colleagues to a proven, effective course on Christianity.  After service there will be an Alpha team member wearing at Alpha shirt at the information table to help anyone with questions or if you want to sign up.

Luke 20:9-18

Psalm 118:22


The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner stone.
Thank you for the emails, texts, and feedback since last Sunday’s sermon.  I’ve been praying a lot about what I shared last week.  I was pretty surprised by my own emotions.  

Monday morning at emp I felt God speak to me.

Matthew 26 is the passage where Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane and asking the disciples to keep watch over Him and pray but He finds them sleeping 3 times and asks the question, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

I sensed that message was for me and for SP.  I don’t believe what I said was me sharing my feelings and heart with you all.  I believe it was God’s heart and not only was I sad but God was sad.  

Church, let’s do better.  Let’s go into the year with the attitude that prayer matters.  Before we run hard, let’s get on our knees!

Building the House

Ephesians 4:11-13

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
I sense this year that God wants to build us up before you can build anything.

God wants to build our foundation on love and intimacy.

He wants to build up our prayer lives.

Whatever we build to make it last there has to be two essential elements:

1. God has to build it.

Psalm 127:1

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain.

2.  It must have a solid foundation.

Luke 6:47-48

Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.

Without a strong foundation, the building will not be able to stand.

The leaning tower of Pisa.  The 179-foot tower moves about 1/20th of an inch every year and is now 17 feet out of plumb.  The word Pisa means marshy land, which gives us some clue as to why the tower began to lean even before it was completed.  Its foundation is also only 10 feet deep.

The reason why the tower has not fallen was because of years of extensive work to try and stabilize the structure.  

As a Christ follower our only foundation we can build on is Christ.

Matthew 16:18

And I also say to you that you are Peter (petros), and upon this rock (Petra) I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.

The church is built on the foundation of Christ.

He was the rock that was cut so we can hide in Exodus 33.

1 Peter 2:4-7

And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For this is contained in Scripture:  “Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, the stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner stone, and, “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”;

In the parable the issue is authority. This parable follows the Sanhedrin questioning Jesus’ authority.

Who has the authority – landowner or tenant?  Perhaps the vine-growers wanted the land for themselves.

One commentator writes, “according to a then existing law, under certain conditions if the owner died, leaving no heir, whoever were the first to claim the estate, particularly the occupants, were allowed to have it” 
The Talmud notes, “Tenants were known to claim possession of land they worked for absentee landlords” 
What does it mean that Jesus was the corner stone that was rejected?

Ray Vander Laan

When Solomon’s temple was being built, it was forbidden for the sound of hammers to be heard at the job site because it was a holy place of worship.  You can’t have worship with construction going on in the background!  So it had to be quiet.  What this meant for the construction was that each and every 20-ton stone had to have a ‘shop drawing’ and was made several miles away in the quarry.  Several miles away each stone was carefully cut for its exact spot in the temple.  From the very start, there was a plan for each stone.  The very first stone to be delivered was the capstone, but that’s the last stone needed in construction.  So the builders said, “What is this?  This doesn’t look like any of the first stones we need.  Put it over there for now.”  Well, years went by and the grass grew over the capstone and everyone generally forgot about it.  Finally the construction was done and the builders said, “send us the capstone” and the word came back from the quarry “we already did”.  They were confused.  Then someone remembered what they had done with the very first stone sent to them.  It was taken from its lowly position among the overgrown weeds where it had been forgotten, and it was honored in the final ceremony to complete the temple.  Thus the scripture says, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”

He was the cornerstone that was rejected.  How are we rejecting Him today?

So as we build our life around the foundation of Christ:

1. Who has the authority over your life?  

2. Does your use of what He has given you – time, treasure, and talents speak to His ownership or yours?

3. How are you rejecting Him today?

Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.
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