BUILDING IN RESPONSE


Intro

About the Father

So, the year’s theme is building the House, and it flows from series on sonship. And in this series, we received a lot of teaching on what it means to be a good Son. A good son to our Father in heaven, our earthly parents, but as well as a spiritual father in Pastor Sam. But more than just being a good son because it is the right thing to do, we can respond as a good son, because God is a good Father.

But who is this Father? At HC this came up. Do you know God as a Father?

For many of us, our reference for a Father is based on our biological Fathers. My dad was is the youngest son. He has three older brothers. And he was such a good son. Very respectful and reverent to his Father and his brothers. I've never heard my dad talk bad, and even now when sometimes in their relationship, and when I feel it is inconvenience for me dad, he is so gladly generous and serves them. He was like the perfect son. My upbringing was a western education. I went to a "gifted" school where the encourage asking question, problem solving, etc. His upbringing and my upbringing came to an impasse. He would tell me what to do, and I would ask why? He would say because I'm your father, and I would say but why? Though my father had the best of intentions, I couldn't receive it.

Some of us have good fathers, some have bad fathers, some have no fathers.

So what do we do? How do we come to know our perfect God the Father? The Bible.

Imagine if you had 1 years to live, and you had a one year old daughter. What would u do? I would leave videos for her to look at for every year of her life, to express my love and wisdom for her.

The Bible is a love letter...

1 John 4:19

[19] We love, because He first loved us.

Matthew 6:25-34

[25] "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? [26] Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? [27] And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? [28] And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, [29] yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. [30] But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! [31] Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' [32] For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. [33] But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. [34] “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Jeremiah 29:11

[11] For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

Psalm 27:10

[10] For my father and my mother have forsaken me, But the LORD will take me up.

We have an incredible father.

· he initiated this love relationship with you

· he takes care of your daily needs

· he has an incredible future planned for you

· he will never forsake you
Because of this, we can freely love one another. And freely be sons to our earthly father and spiritual father.

Where we often get into trouble with Pastor Sam as our spiritual Father, is when we have expectations of him to meet our needs as a earthly Father, or even expect him to meet our needs as God the Father.

About Pastor Sam

· Thinks so highly of everyone

· Reverse slanderer

· He really cares

· Seems so scary, but he’s actually so pastoral.


What are you? Are you a receiver, a builder or a maintainer?

Receiver

· Receiving is not a bad thing. It’s actually a very good thing. In fact if you are new to SP we say just receive. Do GIC, join a HC a be fed. Let the HS just bring restoration. And it’s also part of the reason we have that as a pre-requisite to serving.

· 1 John 4:19 We love, because He first loved us.

· Just as our love of God is a response to God’s love, it is important to receive first, so that we can also respond.

· The problem comes is when all we do is receive. We become a glutinous Christians, and it’s all about my needs and how my needs should be met.

· Pastor Sam should do this so it suits my needs better. HC leaders should give me more attention, or handle situations like this. The AV team should do this...

· And being a glutinous Christian is no fun. You’re never satisfied. You’re critical. You’re judgmental but without love. Not a good place to be.

· Receiving is not for just new people, but we all need to receive. It’s an ongoing relationship.

Builder

· A builder is someone who was a receiver

· A builder is someone who responds to the goodness of God, and desires to serve and seek after his kingdom.

· A builder is someone that is not self-centered, God centered.
· I hear about people’s desire to serve and get involved, and generally we will try to fit you in in the best place. But sometimes there’s an incredible need. Eg. Noah’s Ark. So I suggest Noah’s Ark, and they will say that’s not my calling.
· Eg. My wife has been slaving away for a big family dinner, and been cooking for the whole day, and she look completely exhausted and spent. So I see that, and I want to make her feel better.  So I tell her that I will take her out for a delicious meal tomorrow. She asks that instead of the meal, she asks if I could help with the dishes. And I respond with, it’s not something I’m really good at, nor something I really enjoy. It’s not really what I was called to do.
· You could conclude that if I responded like that, it’s not very helpful at all, and it’s very self-centred and self-seeking, despite my desire to help.
· In Matt 6:33, it is NOT… seek first his kingdom and your purpose in life that makes you most satisfied, and all these things will be given to to you as well. It is JUST seek first his kingdom.
· As we build the house let it not be about ourselves.
· let’s do our best for God and when you service others.
· Don't let inconvenience and suffering dictate our satisfaction, as we are already fully satisfied by God.
· The is back-and-fourth relationship that happens between builder and receiver.

Maintainer

· A maintainer is usually who was a builder.
· They build but have lost their motivation of why they build. They have not received, and now their motivation is about earning.
· This can be anyone, and often times someone of leadership. This can be ministry leaders, HC leaders, or even Pastors.
· You serve and serve and minister, and have no time to receive. You just gogogogogo. And before you know it, you forget why you do it, and it’s about responsibility, and you are relying completely on your own strength, and you even are comfortable with that.
· About status quo, about doing the minimum, but still get the job done (Sunday Christian).
· About not inconveniencing ourselves, so we have maximum comfort.
· Satisfaction comes from circumstances.
· Also not a good place to be, and incredibly unsatisfying. Burn out.
· If this is you, I want to submit to you, that stepping down or quitting is not the solution. The problem is not what you’re doing, but the why? You have forgotten your first love. You have not received.


How do you Build?

First: Find out what is God's will

We want God’s will because it’s the best!

· Isaiah 55:8-9 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. [9] "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.
· We inherently want to be part of something that is beyond what we are capable of.

Don’t be overzealous, nor do the minimum.

· Eg. Peter walking on water, and zealously jumping out to walk.
· Eg. Peter not allowing Christ to die on the cross for us.

 Second: Make sure we do it with God

· This is where many of us get in trouble.
· Pastor Nate shared about building Ikea. I love building and tinkering with stuff. Growing up I would build lego. I would receive these really complicated lego sets, and I remember building a semi-trailer truck. It was really complicated and I remember being in the zone, and just sitting there for 3-hours. And in order to build this set, you had to follow the instructions to the tee. Sometimes you’ll miss one little instruction and you’ll have to re-trace your steps. In order for me to accomplish and construct from all those loose pieces, into what was on the front of the box, and have it function as it should, I had to follow the instructions. If I didn’t, it would of taken sooooo much longer, and been so difficult.
· But that’s what we do. God gives us our lego set, and we just go. We have no instruction, we have no idea even why, but we start building. And what normally would take X amount of time, in take so much longer. It’s so much harder. And actually in most instance we give up.
· We desire a God size plan for our lives, yet when we receive it, for some reason we can accomplish it out or own strength. And when we attempt to, that’s when we burn-out.
· Jeremiah 29:11-14 For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. [12] Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. [13] You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. [14] I will be found by you,' declares the LORD,
· Part of it is about not having a selfish relationship, but the other part is in order to accomplish this God size plan, we net to cry out to him.



3. What are we building?

Matthew 6:19-21

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

What can we take with us to heaven?

· Cannot take: Facebook likes, Facebook pictures, Game of Thrones, Korean Dramas, PS4, Golden State Warriors, Basketball, iPhones, these chairs, these cool looking beams
· The only thing we can take are the relationships

When we are talking about building the house, we are not talking about an actual building. We are talking about each other. Each brick is us. Mortar is the HS.
Why am I doing young adults? Why am I a pastor? Why am I even married? Because of others sowing into me.

Jung: accountability

Stan: loyalty

Annie & Sara: discipleship despite being jobless.
Without God, without the people God has placed in my life, I would not be the man I am today. If you met the person I was 15 years ago, you would be shocked. Just ask my parents.


Conclude

Let’s build the house together. Let’s sow into each other’s lives :D

Let's receive, so that we can respond.
Let's pray.

