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PASTOR RICKY CHAN	DISCIPLESHIP – BUILDING THE HOUSE	
FEBRUARY 21ST, 2016	JAMES 2:14-26
INTRO
What does building the house/body mean to me?
DISCIPLESHIP 
1. Fully becoming (or moving towards) the men and women of God we are all called to be.
2. Which means - making conscientious choices that align with Christ-like beliefs and values.
3. Making more and more of those choices on a day to day basis. 
From making decisions based on:
· Our convenience
· What seems good to us
Understanding that we are imperfect beings.
· As we mature, we need to move from the direction of self to the direction of God.
· Self -------->>---- God
· From decisions based on what we know; to decisions based on Christ-like beliefs.


TEACHING
James 2:14-20  
Context: 
· James letter was written to Christians in Jerusalem 
· These Christians were suffering severe persecution at the hands of Judaizers. 
· Judaizers – Jews that were insistent that everyone needs to follow law of Moses.
· The timing of the letter (scholars believe) that it was around Acts 8
· Stephen was stoned to death.
· Many Christians lost their homes or normal means of income.  
· It was during a time when circumstances were causing confusion, fear, sorrow, loneliness, anger, sorrow, poverty, hardship, “trials of many kinds”
· Perfect time for people to have an excuse of maybe not choosing to love.  Not caring for others so much because their own needs were likely also great.  Not expected to live with God centered values.
· James is writing this to them in their most DIRE time.
· Yet he is calling them into FAITHFULNESS, encouraging them to CONTINUE LIVING AS CHRIST TAUGHT.
What is James saying?  
POINTS
1 – FAITHFULNESS SHOULD NOT BE A RESULT OF CIRCUMSTANCE
If our actions are based only on circumstance, can we truly call our faithfulness “genuine faith”?
Mark 12:41-44 
41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”
· The point is not to make a commentary on the rich versus the poor.
· Jesus isn’t displeased with the giving of the rich.
· Rather, He is placing emphasis on the woman’s heart of giving, and her faith that is based on God, and not on what she has. 
· She was able to give above and beyond her means, because she knew that God would take care of her.
· It wasn’t her circumstances that dictated her actions.
When we only act when our circumstances seem to allow it, we are making ourselves the object of our devotion and worship.
· We do what is good for us FIRST – then when we are able we take care of God SECOND
Circumstantial action shows us the condition of our hearts.
· What do we really trust and rely on.	
In some ways, it reveals that we have forgotten God’s love for us.
· Forgetting that He’s been faithful before.
· Importance of setting up spiritual markers.

Not just about money, but our time, our thoughts, our desires.
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2 – WE ARE ALL CALLED TO DO GOOD WORKS
Remember the situation they were in, James encouraged them to live according to God rather than circumstance.  What did he ask them to do?  
PROVIDE for each other – LOVE each other
Maybe it’s time for us to have very real conversations with each other:
· Do you feel loved in this church?  In your HC?
· Be real enough with each other for emotional needs.
· Be real enough with physical needs.
What are YOU doing to love?
· Are you personally taking the care of the needs of your HC?  The needs of those in the HC?  
Look at what James is saying:  He’s not saying it all that nicely either
“God” – theos – the Creator and OWNER of all things 
· Even demons believe that and tremble in fear, yet they DO NOTHING
· Let Apostle James’ words speak to us for a minute, let it ruminate and percolate.  
· If we do nothing, we are like demons who also believe.  
· If we profess that we believe in a God who loves us, a Christ that died for us, and a Spirit that provides for us, then we need to start acting this way.  
· James is saying:  IF WE ARE TRUE BELIEVERS AND FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST, there is no circumstance in which we should be so defeated that we do not choose to love one another.
· Or another words, choose to make Godly choices.  
James 1:23-25 – For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.

The word “What kind” in Greek – Hopoios (hop-oy’-os):  What kind of person, the quality of a person.  Character.
· James is asking us to make real and genuine reflections of self.  
· Do we believe?
· Do our actions reflect that belief?
CAVEAT:
· How does this work?  Didn’t Paul say we are justified through faith?
· We aren’t justified by works (Eph 2:8-9), but works is a testament to our faith.
· If faith is our belief in salvation and justification, then works is the result of that.
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