A House In Order

Introduction
· A church in order brings is rooted and built up in Christ …Colossians 2:5-8
· A church in order brings peace …1 Corinthians 14:33 “God is not a God of disorder but of peace” …1 Corinthians 14:40 “Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”
· A church in disorder is often a reflection of homes that are out of order…that’s why the biblical qualifications for leadership in the church include being able to manage your own household

1. Clean the House
A. In preparation for this teaching, I had a dream…I was trying to kill a snake in a cluttered house
B. I’ve learned a lot…”What’s so difficult about lifting your plate from the sink into the dishwasher?” …On the other hand, I can step out of the room and my plate will be gone! Cleaned up and put away but I haven’t even finished eating! Once I got up for a midnight snack and she made the bed! …just kidding…	
C. More tragic are people that are hoarders…clearly a reflection of deeper issues
D. We often start out in life with wonderful dreams…of a beautiful family…good job…but often those dreams turn into nightmares…a lot of painful things happen behind closed doors
E.	Proverbs 24:30-34…others see it, but do we see it…spiritual poverty
	F.	Proverbs 26:13-16…don’t keep putting this off
· When there’s danger, the sluggard ignores it
· Even though he knows it, the sluggard will not change
· The comfort of habit seems too hard to break
· The sluggard rationalizes his failures
G.	Luke 10:19…we have authority to trample on snake

2.	Characteristics of the House 
A.	The family…Deuteronomy 6:5-9
· Ephesians 5:21-24…husbands and wives…mutual submission, but men are to be the head of their homes…to protect, to provide, to cover, to lead…stop sending your women into battle…women will find fulfillment in letting their husbands lead
· Ephesians 6:1-4…children…sons and daughters…obedience
· Characteristics of a Strong Christian Home
(1) Parents who are committed believers…godly…consistent
(2) A loving relationship between parents…kind…affectionate
(3) Parents who model Christ-like character and values…speech…actions…church…ministry
(4) Structure and tradition…individual roles in the family…prayer…the Word…attending church…discipleship …discipline…serving the Lord…ministry…celebrations…birthdays, etc.
(5) A family culture…the fruits of the Spirit…healthy relationships…healthy communication …conflict resolution…forgiveness…humility…positive words
(6) Boundaries…to protect…in the world but not of the world
(7) Learning to speak different love languages….The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman
· Words of affirmation – using encouraging, kind and humble words that uplift
· Quality time – giving your undivided attention to a loved one
· Gifts – conveying visible signs of love through tokens of appreciation
· Acts of Service – doing something for someone else that you know they would like
· Physical Touch – expressing affection through hugs, embraces and touch
B.	The church…Ephesians 4:1-6
· Characteristics of a Strong Church
(1) A House of Prayer
(2) Doctrinally Sound
(3) Spirit-filled and godly Leadership
(4) Unified Vision and Purpose
(5) Strong Praise and Worship
(6) Open to the Holy Spirit
(7) Generous and mission-minded
· Do you know the characteristics of this house? Do you know the culture of this house?
· Hebrews 13:17-18…submission and obedience…sons and daughters…remember the church is a family …are you PREYING or PRAYING?
C.	We live in a suburb, but we live in a cul-de-sac next to undeveloped land…we have a pond out back…deer…turkey…otters…snakes…bobcat…Florida panther…gators…wild boar …they tear up everything and are actually very dangerous…one evening I was out in the yard and I heard something…I turned and it was a wild boar about twenty feet away…we looked at each other …my heart was pounding…he took off…the devil is more afraid of you than you are of him
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E. James 4:7…the devil must flee 

3.	Commit to the House
	A.	Polluted river…upstream affects downstream…generations…stop…cut off…heal the waters
B. Psalm 84:4-7…reset your heart…reset button…for you family…for your church
· Set your heart on a place (verse 4)
· Set your heart on pilgrimage (verse 5)
· Set your heart on purpose (verse 6-7)
C.  Death Valley
· One of the hottest places on earth…second highest temp ever recorded 134°
· Average rain fall less than 2 inches a year…in 2005…6.5 inches of rain fell
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Now referred to as the 100 year bloom…the valley was transformed into a place of life…flowers and vegetation covered the valley
    
    
D. John 10:10…the enemy steals, but God gives life
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