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Just came back from a marriage workshop called Love After Marriage.

During introductions, Lisa started crying when talking about our marriage.

Wonderful time of connecting, reflecting, loving.  We will be holding a Love After Marriage class in the spring.

Marriage is not just some secular act or social arrangement. Rather, God brings it about for God's purposes.  Marriage if properly understood, is first and foremost a theological act. 

The purpose and meaning of marriage is revealed in the mystery of God's own life (the Trinity), in God's relationship to creation, and in Christ's relationship with the Church.

Creation

Genesis 2:18

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”
In all of creation, which God had declared as good, this one thing was not good.

Without man and woman in this close relationship, creation and God’s purposes were incomplete.  

(Help – ezer (ayzer) – used primarily in Hebrew poetry and denotes God helping Israel.  In other words, a higher being helping a lesser being.)

What kind of relationship did God have in mind as part of the original plan?  Openness and intimacy.

Genesis 2:25


And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

My own experience of openness and intimacy with Lisa.
This same openness and intimacy is mirrored in their relationship with God in the garden.

Genesis 2:24

For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

The triple image of leaving, cleaving, and becoming becomes the major Biblical definition of marriage.  Together it speaks of a couple forming a unit, separated from other such units, involved in a process of becoming one flesh.

Paul in Ephesians 5:32 calls the one flesh teaching a mystery.  It’s a spiritual transaction that takes place when a man and woman come together in covenant.

This central truth is inherent in Jesus’ teaching on marriage and divorce in Matthew 19 and Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 11:11.

Fall

Genesis 3:7

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
As with all other things, the Fall is seen as altering and defacing God’s purposes through marriage. An immediate result was the breakdown of the intimacy and trust between man and woman. 
Trust and intimacy was now replaced with blame and shame.

Genesis 3:16

To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”

Desire – teshuka – desire headship.  Craving of a beast to devour.

Curse for woman – he will rule over you.

Curse for man – she will desire headship.

What had once been a natural out-flowing of a special relationship would now need to be worked at. And like all other things, that effort could go astray. Rules and regulations were now needed to govern, protect and nurture marriage. 
Compared with other Ancient Near Eastern legal codes (Hammurabi Code, the Ras Shamra (Ugarit) Tablet), the Mosaic Law, which was largely concerned with divorce, its grounds and consequences, and familial relationships, was fair and enlightened.
Redemption

Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law.

Matthew 5:17

Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

If Christ is the fulfillment of the Law, including marriage, then marriage also finds its fulfillment in Him.  In Christ, God is working to bring creation back to its original intended state.  As Christ fulfils marriage he transforms it so that once again it reflects God and his plan for it.
Ephesians 5:21-25

…and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 

The curse was to rule over wife and wife to desire headship of husband.

Now because of Christ Paul states a different order that brings us back to God’s original intended purpose.

Now wives, submit to your husband and husbands love your wives.

Notice it does not say women be subject to men but to husbands.

The onus for this is on the man.  The standard is higher for man – as Christ loves the church and gave Himself up for her.

I don’t know any woman who would not want to follow a husband who puts her first and gives his life for her?

Marriage as Theme in the Bible
In the Old Testament God uses the husband-wife image to illustrate his own relationship with Israel. God is a compassionate, patient husband even in time of great stress and provocation. His sacrificial love for his chosen bride has no limits and is without qualification.
(Hosea 1-3, Exodus 34:6, Nehemiah 9:17)

Psalm 86:15

But Thou, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth,

God’s relationship with his people is often described in covenant terms, and these same terms are used of marriage. God’s covenant with Israel is itself described in marriage terms.

David Atkinson points out the correlation between marriage and God’s covenant:

1. an initiative of love

2. inviting a response
3. creating a relationship
4. vow of consent
5. guarding the union against the fitfulness of emotion

6. obligations of faithfulness

7. promise of blessing to those who are faithful to their covenant obligations

8. sacrifice

The parallels between marriage and covenant indicate that God intended marriage to be lifelong and exclusive. 
God’s original design was that both members of a marriage should be completed by their complimentary relationship with the other. Being wholly committed to one another reflects God’s commitment to his people.

God revealed marriage as a mirror to His relationship to the Church.

His intended purpose for marriage is that we would walk in openness and intimacy.

The Fall and our sinful nature have marred His original plan so now we must work diligently at it.  

Jesus Christ came and restored all things to Himself, including marriage.  Now you can have a healthy, loving, trusting, and intimate relationship with your spouse and live heaven on earth.  We must simply follow God’s pattern and directives.
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