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Mark 14:27-31; 66-72

Why do God’s servants fall?  

Conversation with Che – “but for the grace of God…”

First of all we need to understand with all clarity that we are sinners.  Total depravity.

Romans 3:11

There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.

Paul understood his depravity in the midst of his seeking after God.

Romans 7:18-24

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.  But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?

In fact, the reason that Paul grew in his relationship with the Father is because he became more aware of his sinfulness.  Maturity comes as the Holy Spirit reveals to us our depravity.

AD 49 – 14 years after becoming a Christian.


Galatians 2:6 

But from those who were of high reputation what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality. Well those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.

AD 55

1 Corinthians 15:9

...For I am the least of the apostles...

AD60 

Ephesians 3:8

To me, the very least of all the saints...

AD 65 – 2 years before his martyrdom speaking to his spiritual son.

1 Timothy 1:15 

I am the chief of sinners.

Let’s go back to Peter and see if we can learn from his mistakes.

Luke 22:31-32

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.

This is clearly a warning and rebuke from the Lord but Peter disregards it and replies: “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” (v. 33)

Jesus says when you have turned again – the King James says, “when you are converted.”

Let me say something controversial.  It is entirely possible to be an unconverted Christian.  Peter was saved but in some deep sense he was not yet fully converted to the Master’s use – and that explains his tragic failure.

It’s like a believer who only has on the helmet of salvation – he is basically naked.

1. No Christian is beyond the possibility of real moral failure.

Luke 22:31-32 Message 

Simon, stay on your toes. Satan has tried his best to separate all of you from me, like chaff from wheat. Simon, I’ve prayed for you in particular that you not give in or give out. When you have come through the time of testing, turn to your companions and give them a fresh start.

Other translations say, satan has claimed the right to sift you.

There is an enemy of your soul who would destroy you if he could.  Peter would never forget as many years later he writes:

1 Peter 5:8

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

2. The enemy often attacks us at the point of our strength, not our weakness.

After all, had not Peter boldly said, “Even though all may fall away, yet I will not” (Mark 14:29)?  If you had asked Peter six hours earlier to name his strong points, no doubt he would have listed boldness and courage right at the top.  

He would have said, “Sometimes I put my foot in my mouth, but at least I’m not afraid to speak up. Jesus knows that I’ll always be there when He needs me.”

But when Satan attacked, it came so suddenly, so swiftly, so unexpectedly that the bold apostle turned to butter. 

By himself Peter is helpless. In the moment of crisis, Peter failed at the very point where he pledged to be eternally faithful.

1 Corinthians 10:12

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

Why our strength?  When we know we have a weakness we will guard it most carefully.  If you know you have a problem with anger or lust you are on guard.  Not so with our strengths.  We tend to take those areas for granted.

I used to have a real problem with anger.  I keep watch over it.  Sometimes it slips but I am vigilante.  Example with Lisa and my anger.

With our strengths we say, “that’s not an issue for me.  I have other problems, but this are is not really a temptation at all.”  Then whammo!

When a person takes any area of life for granted, that’s the one area the enemy is most likely to attack.  Why?  Because that’s one area that you are not watching for his attack.

3. Our failure strips away our self-confidence.

Never again would Peter brag on himself like he did that night. 
Never again would he presume to be better than his brothers. 
Never again would he be so cocky and self-confident. 
All that was gone forever, part of the price Peter paid for his failure in the moment of crisis.

By falling flat on our faces we are forced to admit that without the Lord we can do nothing but fail. 

John 15:5b


…for apart from Me you can do nothing.

The quicker we learn that – and we never learn it completely, the better off we will be. Failure never seems to be a good thing when it happens, but if failure strips away our cocky self-confidence then failure is ultimately a gift from God.

My own story about my knee and wanting to do God’s work playing basketball.  

4. God can redeem your failures if you will let Him.

Notice two encouraging facts about the way Jesus treated Peter:

1. He never criticized him.

2. He never gave up on him.

Jesus knew about Peter’s denial long before it happened.  He knew what Peter would do, He knew how he would react, and He knew the kind of man Peter would be afterward. 
That’s why He said, “When you have turned back.” Not if ... but when! 
He knew that Peter’s heart was good, He knew after his terrible sin he would return to the Lord. 
Jesus has more faith in Peter than Peter has in Jesus. 
He knew that Peter had important work to do - “strengthen your brothers” – but it couldn’t happen without his fall and his restoration to the Lord. It had to happen that way or else Peter would never be fully effective for Christ.
There is an important principle at work here.  A bone that is broken often becomes stronger after it is healed. Something in the healing process actually makes the break point stronger than it was before.  

The same is true of our failures.  God can touch our broken places and make us stronger than we were before.  By God’s grace we can rise from defeat and march on to victory.

That’s what happened to Peter. His guilt was turned into grace; his shame into sympathy; his failure into faithfulness. 

Here is the proof: Peter did much more for Jesus Christ after his fall than he did before. Before his fall, he was loud, boisterous and unreliable – afterward he became a flaming preacher of the gospel. 
Before, he was a big talker – afterward, he talked only of what Jesus Christ could do for others. 
He was the same man, but he was different. He was still Peter through and through, but he had been sifted, and in the sifting the chaff of his life had been blown away.

This is what Peter lost in his failure:

· His vanity
· His pride
· His self-confidence
· His rash impulsiveness
· His unreliability

 This is what Peter gained after his restoration:

· Humility
· New confidence in God
· Tested courage
· New determination to serve Jesus Christ
· A willingness to use his experience to help others

The things he lost he didn’t really need and the things he gained couldn’t have come any other way. 
In the same way God redeems our mistakes by removing the things that brought us down and replacing them with the qualities we always wanted but couldn’t seem to find.

Today, Jesus Christ went to the Cross so that our failures could become strengths and our biggest mistakes would turn into moments of grace.
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