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Christ is Risen; Indeed He is Risen!

Matthew 28:1-7

Satan had defeated the first Adam in a garden ages ago and with his victory commenced the reign of sin and death. 2000 years ago Satan met the last Adam in another garden and death was defeated.

1 Corinthians 15:54-57

... Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death where is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Good Friday showed us our Savior’s willingness to save us.

Easter Sunday shows us His ability to save us!

The sacrifice of Jesus – the Passover lamb, gives us atonement with God.

The resurrection justifies His work of salvation on behalf of the sinner and forever vindicates the righteousness of God.

The resurrection showed God accepted the sacrifice.

The resurrection to me is about dying and living.

The resurrection of Jesus is evidence of eternal life.

Romans 6:4-5

Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
The resurrection is also about forgiveness and restoration.  No one embodies this more than Peter.

John 21

1. Even though we give up on Jesus, He never gives up on us.

2 Timothy 2:13


If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
We see God continuing to pursue Peter.

· At the empty tomb – “But go, tell His disciples and Peter” (Mark 16:7).

· Even when the disciples leave their ministry and go back to their vocation Jesus shows up on the shore in John 21.

Jesus even shows up on a dusty road to bring back two lesser known disciples in Luke 22, Cleopas and a friend.

He will never give up on us!

2. Jesus sees us not as we are but who we are becoming.

There is much in this story to encourage us. 
It was not the real Peter who denied the Lord – it was the real Peter who followed him into the courtyard. 
It was not the real Peter who cursed and swore – it was the real Peter who said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
When the Lord looks at you and me, He sees beyond our faults to the loyalty underneath. 
He sees our pain, our tears, and our earnest desire to please him. He sees us in our faltering attempts to follow him.
Think about this…Jesus knows you through and through.  He knew you before you were even born.  He knows what you did last night.  He knows what you will do tomorrow and 20 years from now.  He knows all about our sin and failures.  Still with all that knowledge, He still chose us.  He knew how we would mess up but He chose us anyway.

Why?  Because He is prophetic and He sees what we are becoming – like Him!

3. Jesus meets us where we are at.

Denied Jesus 3 times.

Talked a big talk about how he would never leave Jesus.

Mark 14:31

But Peter kept saying insistently, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" And they all were saying the same thing too.

John 21:15-17

Three times Peter denied so three times Jesus asks, “do you love Me?”

Agape – unconditional love.

Phileo – friendship love.
Peter could only offer phileo at that time and not agape but it was enough for the Lord.  

Peter was on the road to becoming.

4. Jesus’ work of restoration will be complete.
Philippians 1:6

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Peter runs away from ministry in shame and tears.

Luke 22:62

And he went out and wept bitterly.

Holy Spirit paints a beautiful picture of restoration.

Jesus takes Peter back to the place where he was called to call him back.

Luke 5:4 – Jesus gives a seasoned fisherman lessons on how to fish.  He does it again in John 21:6! (Let Jesus in your life and work and see what happens).
John 18:18 – charcoal fire

John 21:9 – charcoal fire
Jesus is skillfully healing the memories.

Church history tells us how Peter died. 
Peter died 33-34 years after the death of Christ.  According to Smith’s Bible Dictionary, there is “satisfactory evidence that he and Paul were the founders of the church at Rome and died in that city. 
Most likely died at or about the same time with Paul, and in the Neronian persecution, 67-68 AD. 
All agree that he was crucified. 
Origen says that Peter felt himself to be unworthy to be put to death in the same manner as his Master, and was, therefore, at his request, crucified with his head downward.
Caravaggio’s depiction of Peter’s crucifixion.
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