---connect to previous messages by PSam – a) 3 weeks ago blessing your spirit – grandfather - 90% - prayer of blessings – b) 2 weeks ago, building your spirit through prayer – c) last week, Easter, restoration of Peter – Holy Spirit paints a beautiful picture of restoration 

---pray--- 

---swat team story - end with “I had settled it in my mind that I was going to call 911, I was going to call the police, I was afraid, I had a lot of fear in that moment” 

---what are you afraid of? You may say 1) I'm not afraid of anything – I’ve found a good place of confidence, I’ve learned to control my fears … 2) there are so many things to be afraid of – sometime I feel paralyzed by fear 

---everyone is afraid of something - one of the most powerful forces in the universe today - because of fear, people hoard money, they cheat customers, they refuse to obey God ... Because of fear, people build walls, they build up militaries, they launch rockets, they kill innocent civilians

---But you, brothers and sisters, are led by the Spirit of God.
***1 John 4:18 says "“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

---The deep revelation of the love of Jesus decimates fear in our hearts and minds. ---The blood of Jesus covers our fears and gives us the warm blanket we need in the midst of the cold icy fears the enemy shoots at us


1. Fear of God

***Ecclesiastes 12:13 - "fear God and keep His commandments, this is man's all" – you may remember, this was the wisest book ever written from the wisest man who ever lived – this is the conclusion, the apex of all the wisdom that was in his heart 

---How do we define the fear of God? - a) to be afraid -

***Mark 4 - "“On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.” Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!””‬‬‬‬

---nobody was closer or had more intimacy to Jesus on earth during his ministry than his disciples, and at times, they were terrified of Him - was Jesus disappointed in this? No, just the contrary, He commanded them to fear God:
‬‬‬
***Luke 12 v4-5 says "“““And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!”
---Out of His great love for them, Jesus commanded His disciples to fear God, and by extension, to fear their Master
---Connect to our testimony - fear of God - healthy fear of God - afraid of what would happen if we didn't obey -

---b) stand in awe of - respect
***Luke 15:17-26 - "“But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” —He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today!””
---you cannot be in the presence of the Lord and not be stunned by His magnificence 

---prayers to build our spirit - “fill my heart and mind with a fear of You”
***In Proverbs 1:7, Solomon writes that “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  
***“Job 28:28 says, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, And to depart from evil is understanding.”
***The Psalmist writes, “All men shall fear, And shall declare the work of God; For they shall wisely consider His doing.” ‬‬‬‬
---Are we praying daily for a healthy fear of God in our lives and the lives of our family and church? 

2. Our biggest pleasures and victories can lead to the most earthly fears

---sometimes the very things we can get so excited about and confident in can lead to the most fear in our lives – The devil can use our blessings and special gifts to lead to a fear of loss 

---ling sheng story - in that moment, brothers and sisters, I can promise you that this family and this father were gripped by fear - there's no way around it - the question is not, are you afraid? The question is , what are you afraid of? Are you gripped by the fear of circumstances? Or are you gripped by the fear of God? Do you fear losing your precious second child of promise? Do you fear the trauma your first child will experience by losing her sister and blaming herself for the rest of her life? Do you fear going to prison again? Or do you fear God?

---He makes his enemies his footstool - items of fear - Jesus may ask you to go after them - He can take your fear and make it a faith builder - He can redeem all our fears

3. Jesus is the only firm foundation

---The basis of fear is insecurity, and basis of insecurity is that we are secure in what is really not secure. Everything in this world will bend, break, and sift away like sand. Do not secure yourself in the things of this world.

---The Bible says in Isaiah 28:16 that God is a "sure foundation" - He is secure - when we secure ourselves in the Rock of Ages, He doesn't bend, He doesn't break, He doesn't sift away - He stands strong - no insecurity - no fear except the holy and fruitful fear of the Almighty

---connection with fear and building the house -
***mark 3 says "***“No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house.”
---the devil is paralyzing some of us through fear, and we will not be able to allow God to build His house in us, in our families, at SP, in China ... Until we bind the strongman of fear in our lives.

---If we are fearful, we are insecure; if we are insecure, it is because we are securing ourselves in something that is not secure - for example, if we are fearful of unemployment, we are securing ourselves in our company or finding our identity in our job - if we want to build a strong house for our lives, for our family, for SP - we must secure ourselves on Jesus alone - the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ

---dream of staircases or escalators to nowhere - dream of insecurity - Father is training you to get on the staircase of Jesus, the stairway to heaven - He may be showing you that you are finding security in an escalator that is not secure, not productive - that is causing fear for you because it's fearful to ride something to the top, get there, and fall back down to the ground level and start over -

---examples of fear -
*afraid of losing your job.

Insecurity about your job. 

Putting security in your company or relationship with your manager.
*afraid of not finding a spouse. 
Insecurity about marriage. 

Putting security in a relationship or institution that, at least on this earth, is not guaranteed.
*Afraid of failure. 


Insecurity about your effectiveness. 
Putting security in your work and results.
*Afraid of abandonment. 

Insecurity about relationships. 
Putting security in provisional relationships such as parents or spiritual advisors
*afraid of spiritual attack. 

Insecurity about the spiritual walls I have placed for myself to guard against the devil. 


Putting security in earthly defenses instead of God, the blood of Jesus, and His angels.
*Afraid of rejection. 


Insecurity about approval and affirmation from man. 







Putting security in fallible words of fallen people.
*Afraid of children's future. 

Insecurity about children or parenting. 









Putting security in a future that is not firm.
What is the only foundation that is totally secure? Jesus is the only sure foundation. He carries with him no insecurity and His perfect love casts out all fears of circumstances. 

4. Exclusivity of the fear of God

---at any point in time in our lives, the fear of God and the fear of circumstances are mutually exclusive - one question for you today is, "do you fear God exclusively?"
---The bible says Job feared God
---it says Obadiah feared God “greatly”
---it says Cornelius was a man who feared God
---Charles spurgeon once said that “God is to be feared profoundly, continually, and alone. Let all worship to be Him only.”
---diagnostic - a) do not fear anything else - b) hatred for sin
---as a member of God's family, you have nothing to fear besides Him - in Him alone is your security and freedom!

---we see this in Gideon - one of the most fearful people we read about in the Bible - Judges 6 - he talks face to face with the Angel of the Lord … and is still afraid of his circumstances.
***Judges 6:22-24 - "“Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD. So Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to face.” Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.” So Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and called it The- LORD - Is -Peace."
---The Angel reveals the contrast to fear, the character of the Lord - Jehovah Shalom - God is Peace.

5. Holy Spirit's perfect will and plan is to give you His perfect peace

---the Holy Spirit's perfect plan is to give you peace – He wants to give you His blessing of Jehovah Shalom – are you willing and able to accept God as Peace today? 
***Romans 8:14-17 says, "***“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”
---So much of this is tied up in our identity 

---who is afraid? Is a slave afraid? Yes - afraid of the master. Is an orphan afraid? Yes, afraid of abandonment. Is a battered wife afraid? Yes, afraid of her tormenter ...
---Is a bondservant afraid? No, he's already given his life as a sacrifice, he has nothing else to lose. Is a true son afraid? No. He has a guardian Father. Is a loved bride afraid? No, she has a protective husband.
---sonship - we are not just believers, we are sons and daughters of the King

---read sonship elements from round tables

Conclusion:

---connection between fear of God and obedience - Ecclesiastes – fear God and keep His commandments 
***Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. “For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” - (II Corinthians 7:9, 10 , 11 NKJV) 
---repentance -

---Rest of the swat team story – “this is the FBI, come out with your hands up” - FBI, swat team, police, ATF - SNAP - that's when the fear turned into faith and confidence and peace - they were soldiers on my team, these armed soldiers were there to protect my neighborhood, to protect my house, to protect me - He will use your weaknesses as your strength - His perfect will is to use that job that you’re afraid you may lose as your mission field to see revival. His perfect will is to bring Victory to your broken marriage as a testimony to other men and women for decades to come. His perfect will is for your children to be baptized by water, baptized by spirit, and baptized by fire. 
---Segue to list of fears - started a company in FL - prompted to write a list - reflected, confessed, asked for the blood of Jesus to cover me - when you fear God, you're on the right team

---close your eyes – let the Holy Spirit speak to you today -
---I believe this morning, Jesus wants to trample on our fears - He wants to make your enemies of fear your footstool - you have the full enforcement Army of the Lord ready and waiting to battle on your behalf - will you face your fears? Will you bring them up and bring them out so Jesus can do target practice this morning?
---what are you afraid of? You may say 1) “I'm not afraid of anything” (lying to yourself out of your pride) - 2) you may say, “there are so many things to be afraid of” (believing enemy's lies)

---surgical and tactical conclusion - three columns - 1) list items they are afraid of - 2) then list an insecurity or false security attached to each item of fear - then write 3) what God has given to you next to each of those - for instance, fear of losing my job - security in my company - you are a senior manager at the largest and most longstanding family business of all time
---In a moment, Pastor Kenny will lead us in a time of communion 
