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Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

My hope for our church is that we would fall in love with the Word of God.  It’s life to us.  

Matthew 4:4

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

Message

Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of words from God’s mouth.”
I see a need for a revival of God’s words in our life.

Great story in the OT about a cupbearer of Artaxerxes (son of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) who married Esther) who became the governor of Judah and was sent back to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls of the city and to rebuild Israel’s fidelity to the Law.

Nehemiah 8:1-8

Ezra, the scribe, reads the Law much like Moses did in the plains of Moab and Joshua at Shechem.  The people respond by weeping.

Nehemiah 8:9

Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.”  For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law.

The law had been lost for so long.  Judah was lost but God rose up a leader, Nehemiah to lead them back home.  Back to their city, back to their Word, and back to their God.

COME BACK HOME.  BACK TO THE WORD AND BACK TO GOD!

How else will we live our lives except by the foundation of His Word!

To lay a foundation on anything other than God and His Word will lead to a dire conclusion - the absurdity of life and purposelessness of our existence.

1. Bible is the Word of God.
Dr. Walter Martin
· The Bible is a revelation from God. It does not just illumine our thinking but reveals to our minds and hearts things which God knows and which we are incapable of learning apart from His communication with us.

· It is a compilation of 66 books which span a period of more than 5,000 years and were written by multiple authors, all of whom testify to the fact that they had an experience with a spiritual Being whom they describe as the Lord or the Eternal One.

· The Bible was written by people of different time periods, all of who bear witness to their relationship with an ultra dimensional Being who lives outside our time-space continuum – a Being who wishes us to know that He is the Creator and desires to be our loving Heavenly Father.

The Bible is not one book, but it is a collection of books. The testimony of the authors must be accepted as independent evidence unless it can be shown conclusively that there was either collusion or deception on their part.

Collusion has never been proven. In fact, history has shown that the opposite is the case.

Since the Bible is a collection of books, it contains quotations:

· Quotations from men (Acts 17:28)

· Angels (Matthew 1:20) 

· Demons (Mark 5:9)

· Satan (Job 1:9)

· God (Exodus 20:1)

· The Bible is called the Word of God because the whole transcript is an inspired, faithful, and infallible record of what God intended us to know about Himself, the cosmos in which we live, our spiritual allies and adversaries, and our fellow man.

· The Bible was produced by men whose recording of events was divinely supervised and preserved from all the frailties of human error and judgment which are so common in all other religious literature.

2. Accuracy of God’s Word.
Over so much time and translations, how can we be sure that the Bible we have now is accurate?  After all man was used to translate the Bible and man is sinful and imperfect.
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse makes a wonderful illustration to help us understand this truth.  Just like the Holy Spirit came upon the womb of the virgin Mary and despite her sinful nature, imperfections, and limitations produced a sinless and perfect character – Jesus.

God moved upon the minds and spirits of the recorders of Scripture that despite limitations in language, culture, and even scientific knowledge, He produced His perfect message to mankind.

Both phenomena were miraculous; both were perfect births. 
One of the Son of God, the other of the Word of God.

When we are talking about the inspiration of Scripture, we talking about the process God used to convey His message.

It is spiritual breathing. Theopneustos - God breathed.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

The inspiration of the Bible only refers to the initial breathing of God upon the authors of Scripture to produce a copy of His thoughts for man.

This is what is meant by infallibility.
Inerrant means without error.

Infallible means incapable of error.

To say that the scriptures are "inerrant" literally means that they are "without error." That is, that there is not one single error in spelling, grammar, fact, etc. any where in all of scripture. 
Matthew 5:18 
For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished." 
Based on Jesus' declaration, we conclude that there cannot be one single error in recording even the smallest letter or stroke anywhere in the scriptures. 
However, that is only true of the original documents (or autographs) as they were written by the various authors who were moved by the Spirit of God.

2 Peter 1:20-21
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
In this process God somehow had His perfect word "breathed out" or "inspired" and it was without error. 
We believe this by faith because of numerous statements in the Bible by God about the perfect nature of His word (Psalm 19). There is no external evidence that can prove the inerrancy of those original autographs.
After those writings were recorded without error, they were carefully copied by thousands of scribes or copyists over many centuries and those copyists did make some errors in copying. We call those copying errors "variants" in the text. Because we have so many copies (e.g. 25,000 manuscript copies of the New Testament), we are able to identify where most of the errors are and we have been able to produce a text of the Bible in its original languages for which we are certain that we have been able to recover the exact wording and spelling for almost 95% of the text. So, although the Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic texts of scripture that we have today do contain some errors (mostly in spelling, word order, grammar, etc.), the original texts did not.

The Chicago Statement on Inerrancy in Article 10 states:

We affirm that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies only to the autographic text of Scripture, which in the providence of God can be ascertained from available manuscripts with great accuracy. We further affirm that copies and translations of Scripture are the Word of God to the extent that they faithfully represent the original.

Through the centuries God has preserved thousands of copies and fragments of these initial manuscripts with only minor transmissional mistakes made by scribes over the years.

Infallibility: making an error is one thing; being wrong is another. The word "infallibility" literally means "not able to fail." It simply means that the scriptures are never wrong. They have never failed to be true or failed to come true. Every word of God is tested and proves true (Proverbs 30:5). God's word is truth (John 17:17). This is the case for every single word that the Bible records throughout its entirety and on every single subject that it addresses including matters of science, geography, history, relationships, church doctrine, the future, eternity, etc.
Thus, you can rely on it to be true and never fail. Because God's word, the Bible, is infallible, it is trustworthy.

Contrary to the lack of external proofs for inerrancy, there is much external evidence that can prove the infallibility of the scriptures. Archeology has demonstrated the infallibility of the word of God time and time again in recent years. Many times, names and places recorded in the Bible, although questioned by some scholars in the past, have been proven to be accurate. The exact fulfillment of thousands of prophecies clearly demonstrates that God's word is true.
SP – we believe the Bible is inerrant as it pertains to the original manuscripts.  We obviously believe the Bible is infallible.
3. Power of God’s Word

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

· The Word of God is living.

The Bible, the word of God, is unlike any other book you have in your home or in the library. The Library of Congress lays claims to being the largest library in the world, with more than 130 million items on approximately 530 miles of bookshelves. The collections include more than 29 million books and other printed materials, 2.7 million recordings, 12 million photographs, 4.8 million maps, and 58 million manuscripts. Yet among all these volumes the only ones that can lay claims to being alive and powerful are copies of the Bible. This places the Bible in a unique category all to itself. 
The word “living” (zon) is placed in the empathic position in the original language. The word of God is no dead letter, but as the word of the living God it cannot itself fail to be living.
· The Word of God is powerful (active)

The word translated “powerful” (energes) is the word from which we get energy and energetic. The word literally means “at work.” 
Charles Swindoll 

News articles may inform us. Novels may inspire us. Poetry may enrapture us. But only the living, active Word of God can transform us.
2 Kings 22 we are introduced to Josiah who succeeds Amon as king of Judah.  Josiah sends his servants to the house of the Lord to count money and Hilkiah the High Priest finds the book of the Law.  Hilkiah gives it to Shaphan who reads it to the King Josiah.  Upon hearing the Word, Josiah tears his clothes and repents because Judah had forgotten the Lord.  In chapter 23 he restores the covenant and brings reform – idolatry is destroyed and the Passover is reinstituted and God brings peace during the reign of Josiah.

The Bible is living and active and so when we read its words they reach out and touch the needs of our lives in an amazingly tangible way.

Isaiah describes scripture as being a living agent or messenger that God sends to touch our lives. 

Isaiah 55:11

So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

So, unlike any other book, the Bible is living and powerful.
A small caveat - faith is required.

Hebrews 11:6

Without faith it is impossible to please God.

We need God’s help to understand.  We need revelation.

1 Corinthians 2:14

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
We can surely have confidence that what we hold in our hands today truly is God's Word and that the message in our Bible is the hope for mankind.
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