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Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Willow Creek Community Church in Illinois pastored by Bill Hybels started wresting with this question, “Is our church really helping people to become devoted followers of Christ, or are we just giving them a nice place to go to church?”  To find out, the church conducted a church-wide survey in 2004.  In time, over 1,000 churches involving quarter million congregants used this same survey - Reveal.
Most mature believers were just as likely to be dissatisfied as new believers for the same reason – they were all saying, “Help me understand the Bible in depth.”

Bill Hybels

We learned that the most effective strategy for moving people forward in their journey of faith is biblical engagement. Not just getting people in the Bible when they're in church…but helping them engage the Bible on their own outside of church.”
We have to be honest and say that we are not very good students of His word.  That’s my fault.  Forgive me.  

Most Christians are good at studying a particular aspect of systematic theology (Covenant, Reformed, Dispensational, and Renewal) but not the entire Bible.

· Covenant - looks at the Scriptures through the grid of the covenant. Covenant Theology defines two overriding covenants: the covenant of works (CW) and the covenant of grace (CG). A third covenant is sometimes mentioned, the covenant of redemption (CR).  Fuller Seminary, Karl Barth.

· Reformed – Protestant Reformation of 16th Century.  Distinct from Luther’s Reformation.  God’s sovereignty working through covenants.  Based on teachings of John Calvin, TULIP (total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, Irresistible grace, perseverance of the saints).  Westminster Seminary, Ulrich Zwingli, RC Sproul, Michael Horton.

· Dispensational - A dispensation is a way of ordering things – an administration, a system, or a management.  In theology, a dispensation is the divine administration of a period of time; each dispensation is a divinely appointed age.  Dispensationalism is a theological system that recognizes these ages ordained by God to order the affairs of the world.  Two primary distinctives: 

1. A consistently literal interpretation of Scripture, especially Bible prophecy, and 

2. A view of the uniqueness of Israel as separate from the church in God’s program. 

Classical Dispensationalism identifies seven dispensations in God’s plan for humanity.  Dallas Seminary, Charles Ryrie, Zane Hodges.

· Renewal – theology through the lens of a Charismatic perspective.  Regent University, Jack Hayford, J. Rodham Williams.
Luke 24:13-35 Jesus teaching the Scriptures.

Cleopas and his friend were leaving the ministry because of their faulty understanding of Scripture.

1st year as a youth pastor forever made a mark in my life about the importance of understanding Scripture.

Story of student and the unpardonable sin.

Luke 24:25-26

And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"

These two men like many Jews at that time had regularly heard the OT read in the synagogues along with its commentary but somewhere along the way, what they were learning was no the Scriptures but an incorrect understanding of them.

Historical context – Jews allowed their oppressive sociopolitical reality, which lasted for over 4 centuries, to alter a rather clear teaching of the OT – Israel’s future deliverer will be a suffering Messiah (Isaiah 53).  

Fairly understandable considering their history.  After returning from Babylonian exile (537 BC), the Jews endured constant foreign oppression on their own soil:

· Grecian Empire (332 BC)

· Ptolemaic Empire of Egypt (270 BC)

· Seleucid Empire of Syria (198 BC)

· Roman Empire (63 BC)

It was during this time they began to read into the Scriptures an expectation for a political Messiah who would bring the long-awaited Messianic Kingdom where Israel would rule over the nations much like in the times of David.

In other words they began to do eisegesis – read into the text.

Exegesis means to lead out of.  It is the careful, systematic study of the Scripture to discover the original, intended meaning.

It is basically a historical task – to hear the Word of God as the original recipients were to have heard it to find out what was the original intent of the words of the Bible.

God chose to use almost every available kind of communication – narrative history, genealogies, laws, poetry, riddles, drama, biographical sketches, parables, letters, sermons, apocalypses.
A good exegete must recognize special rules apply to each of the literary forms.
Eisegesis means to lead into, which basically means to read into the Bible rather than reading out of it. 

Hermeneutics seeks the contemporary relevance of ancient texts.  What the Bible means in the here and now even though we know that it’s not the Bible’s most common meaning.

Hermeneutics is the science and methodology of Bible study interpretation.  It particularly comes into play in passages where the interpretation may not be clear or intuitively obvious, when there's possible ambiguity or something paradoxical.  One of the things about Bible study is that what may seem clear to you may be not be clear to someone else. 

Exegesis deals with the original intent.

Hermeneutics deals with the here and now.

Example of difference between exegesis and eisegesis:

2 Chronicles 27:1-2

Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.  He did right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah had done; however he did not enter the temple of the Lord. But the people continued acting corruptly.

Eisegesis:

First, the interpreter decides on a topic – the Importance of church attendance.

The interpreter reads 2 Chronicles 27:1-2 and sees that King Jotham was a good king, just like his father Uzziah had been, except for one thing: he didn’t go to the temple! This passage seems to fit his idea, so he uses it. 

The resulting sermon deals with the need for passing on godly values from one generation to the next. Just because King Uzziah went to the temple every week didn’t mean that his son would continue the practice.  In the same way, many young people today tragically turn from their parents’ training, and church attendance drops off. 

The sermon ends with a question: “How many blessings did Jotham fail to receive, simply because he neglected church?”

Certainly, there is nothing wrong with preaching about church attendance or the transmission of values. And a cursory reading of 2 Chronicles 27:1-2 seems to support that passage as an apt illustration. However, the above interpretation is totally wrong. For Jotham not to go to the temple was not wrong; in fact, it was very good, as the proper approach to the passage will show.

Exegesis:

First, the interpreter reads the passage and, to fully understand the context, he reads the histories of both Uzziah and Jotham (2 Chronicles 26-27; 2 Kings 15:1-6, 32-38). In his observation, he discovers that King Uzziah was a good king who nevertheless disobeyed the Lord when he went to the temple and offered incense on the altar – something only a priest had the right to do (2 Chronicles 26:16-20). Uzziah’s pride and his contamination of the temple resulted in his having “leprosy until the day he died” (2 Chronicles 26:21). 

Needing to know why Uzziah spent the rest of his life in isolation, the interpreter studies Leviticus 13:46 and does some research on leprosy. Then he compares the use of illness as a punishment in other passages, such as 2 Kings 5:27; 2 Chronicles 16:12; and 21:12-15.

By this time, the exegete understands something important: when the passage says Jotham “did not enter the temple of the LORD,” it means he did not repeat his father’s mistake. Uzziah had proudly usurped the priest’s office; Jotham was more obedient.  Jotham not going to the temple was a good thing!  We can also see from the context of the text that it is the correct meaning – “however he did not enter the temple of the Lord. But the people continued acting corruptly.”

Exegesis takes more time than eisegesis but we are commanded to correctly handle the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

Let’s go back to the Luke passage.

What is the remedy for misunderstanding the Scriptures or tying ourselves down to one particular point of view of systematic theology?

Luke 24:27

And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

Dia hermeneuo – unfold the meaning of what is said, expound.  Jesus did good exegesis and hermeneutics.  

The Greek preposition dia when used as a prefix is used to intensify the meaning of the verb that follows it.  So Luke is expressing that Jesus fully explained the Scriptures.

It was a long Bible study – all the prophets – Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, Malachi, Hosea, etc…

What Jesus did is what we should all strive for – a thorough explanation and full interpretation of the Scriptures.

Too much foolishness is in the Church today because interpreters pick and choose their pet theologies (grace, prosperity, cessation, homosexuality, etc…).

What was the result?

Luke 24:32

And they said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?

Dia noigo – open.  Again dia is used to intensify the verb following it.  Jesus thoroughly opened their eyes to see the fullness of the Scriptures.

The whole counsel of God!

God is inviting you.  

Luke 24:38


…He acted as though He would go farther.
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