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Matthew 16:13-19

Karl Barth (on the event of his formal farewell to his students in Bonn, just prior to his expulsion from Germany in 1935)

We have been studying cheerfully and seriously.  As far as I was concerned it could have continued in that way, and I had already resigned myself to having my grave here by the Rhine!...And now the end has come.  So listen to my piece of advice: exegesis, exegesis, and yet more exegesis!  Keep to the Word, to the scripture that has been given to us.

Exegesis – the reader is being led by the Bible.

Eisegesis – the Bible is being led by the reader.
Why is this important?  

A shallow understanding of the Bible contributes toward spiritual immaturity.

In writing the letter to the Hebrews, its writer, in an attempt to illustrate the superiority of the priesthood of Jesus over that of the Levites, wanted to use the priesthood of Melchizedek.
But after writing that Jesus “was designated by God to be high priest in order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:10),” the writer abruptly stopped his thought to make a personal comment about his readers
Hebrews 5:11-12

Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food
What’s his point?

· The lack of in-depth knowledge of God’s word results in and is a reflection of spiritual immaturity.

Gordon Fee

The aim of good interpretation is simple: to get at the “plain meaning of the text.”  And the most important ingredient one brings to this task is enlightened common sense.

But if the plain meaning is what interpretation is all about then why interpret?  Why not just read?  Does not the plain meaning come simply from reading?  In a sense, yes.  But in a truer sense, such an argument is both naïve and unrealistic because of two factors: the nature of the reader and the nature of Scripture.
We should be honest and say that we bring to the text all that we are, with all of our experiences, culture, and prior understanding of words and ideas.  Sometimes what we bring to the text, unintentionally, leads us astray or else causes us read all kinds of foreign ideas into the text.

Our culture affects how we see the text.
One day a tribal man in Nigeria, having heard from a missionary that Jesus is the good shepherd, asked him, “What’s wrong with Jesus? 
To the startled missionary, he further asked: “Was he a teenager?” “Was he mentally ill?”

Why?  The missionary later found out that in this area of Nigeria, only two types of people took care of sheep: the young or the mentally ill.

In the ancient Hebrew culture the Jews viewed shepherds in a positive light but this is not the case in Nigeria or in ancient Egypt at the time of Joseph.

Genesis 46:34

you shall say, 'Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,' that you may live in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is loathsome to the Egyptians."
Our understanding of words affects how we see the text.
Romans 13:14

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
In most English-speaking cultures, people are apt to think that flesh means body and therefore Paul is speaking of bodily appetites.  But the word, flesh, as Paul uses it in this text refers to a spiritual malady sometimes called the sinful nature – denoting a totally self-centered existence.

What’s my point?  When it comes to the Scriptures be humble and study!
There is so much richness in the text that God wants us to uncover.  And simply doing some background/historical study is so helpful in helping us go deeper and grow.

John 2 can be a simple passage about Jesus getting wedding guests drunk but its more than that.

With some simple historical understanding we can see that Jesus is making a statement – the fulfillment of Messianic prophecy and Messianic hope.

Turning water into wine was the announcement of a new covenant.

Old covenant turned water into blood (Moses).  

Wine was an Old Testament symbol of Messianic times (Isaiah 25:6, Jeremiah 31:12).

Wedding was a symbol of Messiah times (Isaiah 54:4-8, 62:4-5).

So much wine was a symbol of the abundance of Messianic times (Amos 9:13-14).

Look at the beauty of the Word and how it is constructed.  

Jesus begins His earthly ministry at a wedding and all will be consummated at another wedding…

Revelation 22:17


And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”…

Or how about Luke’s birth narrative in chapters 1-2 begins with clear echoes of the Hannah-Samuel story in 1 Samuel 1-3.  Samuel would be the one who anoints God’s chosen king.

Then in the announcement to Mary (1:26-38) Luke picks up clear echoes of the Davidic covenant (2 Samuel 7:14-15) regarding her announced Son.  Mary’s song picks up echoes both from Hannah’s song and from various Psalms.

Or how about the well-known “I Am” statements of Jesus about Him being the “true vine” and “good shepherd.”  

A good exegete would be aware of the richness of this imagery for the OT people of God (Isaiah 5:1-7; Ezekiel 34:20-31).  A general reading would have us think Jesus was talking about gardening or ranching instead of explicit fulfillments of key OT images that Jesus is thrusting on those who are hearing Him.

Doing some Bible study and background work brings so much richness to our understanding of the text.

Let’s go back to Matthew 16.

The Catholic tradition has taken Jesus’ pronouncement to mean that Jesus was declaring that the church was to be built on the authority of Peter and the other disciples.
The catholic church asserts that Jesus would build His church on Peter.  Peter would be the unshakable rock of the Church.

Petros – stone, pebble, masculine

Petra – rock, feminine

Matthew 27:60

1 Corinthians 10:4

1 Peter 2:8

We can clearly see that in the three other uses of the Greek word petra referred to as a large immovable mass of rock in which a tomb is carved out and in reference to Christ.  

Note that Peter himself in the last verse referred to petra as being Jesus! 

If Peter uses the word as a reference to Jesus, then shouldn't we?

The Protestant tradition has taken Jesus declaration here to say that His church was to be built upon the confession recognizing Him as the Messiah and the Son of the living God.
Let’s go deeper…

When we do some historical analysis we see that Caesarea Philippi is a spiritual hotspot.  Banias from Paneas.

Dr. Tim Brown

This city, which sits at the foot of Mount Hermon, butts up against a large cliff, referred to as the ‘Rock of the Gods’, in reference to the many shrines built against it. Shrines to Caesar, Pan and another god (possibly the fertility goddess Nemesis) were all built up against this cliff. In the center of the Rock of the Gods is a huge cave, from which a stream flowed (after 19th century earthquakes, the stream began flowing out from the rock beneath the mouth of the cave). This cave was called the “Gates of Hades”, because it was believed that Baal would enter and leave the underworld through places where water came out of it.
In first century Israel, Caesarea Philippi would be an equivalent of Las Vegas – Sin City – but much worse. In the open-air Pan Shrine, next to the cave mouth, there was a large niche, in which a statue of Pan (a half-goat, half-human creature) stood, with a large erect phallus, worshipped for its fertility properties. Surrounding him in the wall were many smaller niches, in which were statues of his attending nymphs. On the shrine in front of these niches, worshippers of Pan would congregate and partake in bizarre sexual rites, including copulation with goats – worshipped for their relationship to Pan.

In other words, there was a literal gates of hell that Jesus was pointing to and possibly the rock where they would sexually sacrifice to Pan.

What was Jesus saying?

Could it be that Jesus took His disciples to the most degenerate place possible to say to them, “This is where I want you to build My church.  I want you to go out to the darkest, most repugnant places on earth to build My church!”

This is precisely what the disciples did.  They went out all over in Asia Minor where there was idolatry, persecution, and unspeakably awful manners giving their lives to build His church.

Jesus’ statement is of war!

Mark 8:34-38 was a call to the lost.  

Summoned – proskaleo – shouted at the top of his lungs. 

Let’s go deeper in God’s word.  Move beyond milk for solid food!
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