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Hebrews 5:12
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
Summer series on elementary principles – repentance from dead works, faith toward God, baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

Simple rules of Interpretation:

1. Content
· Identify the literary genre – history, poetry (Psalms), prophecy (Revelation), gospels.

· Identify use of figurative language – hyperbole, simile, metaphor, personification, etc…

Matthew 5:29
If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.

Not literal obviously because we still have our left eye.  Adultery is in the heart (v. 28).  Jesus is using hyperbole and highlighting the seriousness with which we must attempt to deal with our sin.  If gouging our eyes could fix our sin of lust then we should do it but again, sin is in our heart.

John 10:7-9 Jesus is the gate.

2. Context

Take into consideration the context.
Immediate context – What is the passage about?  What comes before the text and what comes after the text.

Broader context – What does the Bible say as a whole on the subject?
Understanding the context will not only give us a richer meaning of the text but help us interpret the text properly.

My own struggle – 10/10/10 Initiative for the poor.

Matthew 26:11

For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me.
This passage has put an escape clause in people’s view of helping the poor.  Why bother helping the poor.  There is always going to be poor people, Jesus said it, so why bother?

Except the context of this verse suggests a rather different picture. Jesus was quoting Deuteronomy 15, which commanded Israel to cancel everyone’s debts every seven years. 
Deuteronomy 15:11

For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy and poor in the land.’
Moses clearly states that there need be no poor people among you if only Israel would fully obey.
Jesus’ words were a concession to reality, not an excuse for apathy. 
In fact, it was all the more reason to be openhanded with the poor.

3. Comparison

Take into consideration the whole counsel of God.
Compare with other scriptures.

Let the scriptures interpret the scriptures.

The scriptures will not contradict the scriptures but if there seems to be a contradiction then this is where the art of interpretation kicks in.  We should be asking a lot of questions here.

We’ll take a quick look at a controversial passage – 1 Corinthians 14:34-35

Let the women keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but le them subject themselves, just as the Law also says.  And if they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.
Let’s mine the scriptures to see if there are any instances of women speaking in church.  

1 Corinthians 11:5 lets us know that women could pray and prophesy in the service.

Titus 2:4 lets us know that older women are to teach younger women.

(I will address the topic of women leading men another time.)

Romans 16:3-5 lets us know there was a church meeting in Priscilla and Aquila’s home which they co-led.  They were the ones who also taught Apollos more clearly in Acts 19:26.

To understand this and several other commandments that Paul laid down for the

Corinthian believers, the modern readers need to know something about the cult that

developed around the Greek god Dionysus.
·   Originating in Thrace, Asia Minor (Turkey), Dionysus was introduced to the Greek world in the 7th century B.C. (a.k.a. Bacchus among the Romans) and conquered the Hellenists as the god of wine and madness. 

· As late as the 2nd century B. C., Corinth was a center of Dionysian worship.
Three particular aspects of Dionysian worship:

1. Most worshipers of Dionysus were females who played a prominent role in the service as they shouted, chanted and cried out as part of its ritualistic function. 

2. Being intoxicated with wine became an important sacrament because it was seen as a means to embody the life and power of their god which was in the wine.
3. They also ate raw meat in frenzy during the service believing that Dionysus was temporarily in the animal.

What really concerned Paul about the Corinthian church was that the Dionysian cult still had a great influence over the church, particularly the new converts.

Paul deals with the issue of eating meat sacrificed to idols (leftover meat from Dionysian services) in 1 Corinthians 8:7, 10:20.

Paul deals with the issue of drunkenness at the Lord’s Supper (like the Dionysian feasts) in 1 Corinthians 11:21 and Ephesians 5:18 (Ephesus – Diana of Artemis, a city very similar to Corinth).

What the women of Corinth were doing reminded Paul of shouts, chants, cries made by women in a typical Dionysian service.  

During that time, women were not as educated as men so they would ask their husbands in a loud voice, since they were seated in the men’s section, about the teaching they did not understand.  Obviously, this was both a distraction and a poor way to distinguish the Christian worship from its Dionysian counterpart.
Paul was more concerned about maintaining the Christian distinction, which, in this case, necessitated the silencing of the disruptive women, than to make sure that women never spoke in all the churches in the world for all times.
4. Consultation

Consult with resource books on the topic to make sure our research is sound.

Commentaries, Bible dictionaries, OT & NT survey books, etc…
5. Conclusion

Application needs to be applied here.  What is the point?  What does Holy Spirit want me to do?  How would He have me respond to this? 
2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
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