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LIMBO


June 12th, 2016
GENESIS 12:1-4

INTRO

	In his book, An Anthropologist on Mars, neurologist Oliver Sacks tells about Virgil, a man who had been blind from early childhood. When he was 50, Virgil underwent surgery and was given the gift of sight. But as he and Dr. Sacks found out, having the physical capacity for sight is not the same as seeing.  

Virgil's first experiences with sight were confusing. He was able to make out colors and movements, but arranging them into a coherent picture was more difficult. Over time he learned to identify various objects, but his habits--his behaviors--were still those of a blind man.  

Dr. Sacks asserts, "One must die as a blind person to be born again as a seeing person. It is the interim, the limbo . . . that is so terrible."  

To truly see Jesus and his truth means more than observing what he did or said, it means a change of identity. 


What is this LIMBO?  

- As Christians, I believe our Limbo is having believed in an all powerful God, accepted and received His Son, Jesus, that we may be saved and live a life abundant, but yet living in ways that are not reflective of that belief. 

- Limbo is desiring to fulfill God’s purposes, but trying to attain them by worldly means and wisdom.
TEACHING

Prior to Abram journeying towards Canaan, he was living at Haran where his father Terah had lead him and his brothers.  Terah had 3 sons, Abram, Nahor and Haran.  

Haran, the brother dies while they are living with their people, the Chaldeans in Ur.  This leads Terah to take his sons out and start journeying away from Ur, and eventually they land at the city or place of Haran.  Abram learns from his father that anytime something difficult comes, I move to avoid.
It was in Haran that Abram originally receives God’s call.

Genesis 12:1-4

When Abram gets to Sheckem, God speaks to Him again.  Verse 7, to your descendants I give you this land.  Abram builds an alter at Shechem.

Genesis 12 and story of Abram

When Abraham gets to Canaan, there is a severe famine.  So he peace's out and heads to Egypt.  

He was sure enough about God's call.  God made Himself clear enough for Abram to follow.  He had faith for that.  But when Abram got to Canaan found out it was not what he thought he had heard, he reverted back to his worldly wisdom. 

No food, I'm out! 
Notice that Abram does not speak to God throughout this entire process.  God spoke clearly enough to Abram, and Abram heard clearly enough to believe God did speak and He is real enough to follow.  But after having met that God, Abram reverted back to his own ways.  Abram went into LIMBO.

Limbo, having heard and knowing there is an omnipotent God, but living in a way that does not reflect it.  Abram was in Limbo.   

When Does Abram get out of LIMBO?  Genesis 13:2-9

· Abram goes back to the place of the alter which he had made formerly.

· Genesis 12:8, the alter he made when God first spoke.

· It was only after Abram returned to God’s plan, God’s ways, God’s method, did he get out of LIMBO.

· Verse 14, “Then the Lord said to Abram”

“Progress means getting nearer to the place you want to be. And if you have taken a wrong turning, then to go forward does not get you any nearer.

If you are on the wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn and walking back to the right road; and in that case the man who turns back soonest is the most progressive man.” 

― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
WHAT CAN WE LEARN?
WHEN GOD INITIATES IN US SOMETHING THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THEN PROVIDES A SCRIPTURAL TRUTH BEHIND IT, WHAT HE’S ASKING US TO DO IS TO MAKE A CHOICE AND THAT CHOICE IS TO BELIEVE IN HIM.  It can almost be guaranteed that opportunities to make those choices aren’t far away either.
EXAMPLES
GENESIS 2:15-17, GENESIS 3:1-6 – Tree of Good and Evil
We start with the Garden of Eden.  God gave Adam and Eve everything they need.  Their destiny ends with a choice.  To eat of the tree, or not.
God gave them all that they needed.  Adam & Eve did not have the scriptures, but they did have God’s word telling them NOT to eat.  They now have a choice to make based on that encounter.

· When we do it it reveals that maybe We don’t really believe that God is enough.
· I’m not saying this to bring condemnation and shame.  God often tests us to know what is in our hearts not so He can shame us but so that we can know the condition of our heart in order for us to come into repentance and so we can ASK GOD for grace, strength, and scriptural truth to make the right choice.  – Deuteronomy 8

1 Samuel 24:1-6 – David’s spares Saul
· David & Saul, God gives Saul into David’s hands.  The encounter ends with a choice, do I follow God and honor His commands or do I take it into my own hands.

· God may not have spoken in that instant, but David knew God’s word.  Do not murder.  
· Do I take my destiny into my hands, or follow the way God is leading me?

Matthew 19:16-11 - Rich Young Ruler

He had Jesus right in front of Him, what more did He NEED in order to make the right choice?  He had Jesus, He had the word, the only thing that he didn’t have was the step of faith.  
Matthew 6:33, 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 – How to live
God asks us to live missionally with the promise that He will take care of all that we need.  
However, I think most of us as live to take care of what we need thinking only then we can live missionally, if we ever get to that point.
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