160619 Father to the Fatherless
2 Cor. 6:18

"And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” says the Lord Almighty.

One of the revelations: As a father, I want Joel to be like me.

· story about the MTR ride

· Who does he/she look like? Mom or dad?

Connecting this to God, our heavenly Father.

· there are many passages in the Bible that reveal to us that God calls us His children. He is our good, good Father.

· It's an incredible truth

· The Father-Heart of God is something we must learn

Difficulty with today's sermon

· not about Father's love (listen to the retreat sermons from 2015)

· not about how to be a father

· I feel the HS has highlighted one thing

· As He has been a father to the fatherless (us), He calls us to be a father to the fatherless

· Psalm 68:5 - A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.

· We have all been the "fatherless" at some point, and have received God's love

Just as I desire for my child to be like me, I believe God, the Father, wants us to be like Him (in His love, His compassion, His care, His mercy).

Read Luke 6:27-36 NASB

27 “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back. 31 Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. 32 If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Why do we do this? Oh because my Father is like this! It is only natural that we do this.

· can you imagine what it would look like if we lived like this? And we said, Oh it's because my Father is like this..

· as the Father does, so I'm gonna do

· "I only do what I see my Father doing"

Of course, if we're talking about emulating our Father, there are many attributes we could talk about

· His holiness

· His justice

· His mission

· but today being Father's Day, I want to focus on His father-heart

It could be literally taking care of the fatherless

· James 1:27 - Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

· Mother's Choice, Gary Stephens

· I believe God's put that call on some of us here at church

But we can also interpret the term, "fatherless" in a symbolic way.

· those that are hurting, wounded, orphan-hearted

· How do you heal an orphan-heart?

· first, they need to be embraced, affirmed and re-affirmed

· can we be the ones to offer that? To our church members, friends, co-workers?

God is the ultimate Father. But you can be a conduit, through which, this person experiences the true Father

· serving and obeying with the heart of a son; leading and loving with the heart of a father

· not a literal father: for our singles and for our sisters

· who is in your life, that you can extend the love of the Father to?

· Investing into people's lives

· could be in the church

· could be in your workplace

· not necessarily about age

· could be your friends

Henri Nouwen's Return of the Prodigal Son

· younger son (seeking for happiness elsewhere)

· older son (dealing with resentment, self-righteousness)

· becoming a father (offering God's love to others)
