Doctrine II: Faith Towards God
Hebrews 6:1-2 NASB

Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.
Paraphrase: Let’s not settle with being an immature Christians, but let us strive to be mature Christians. 

Question: So what is a mature Christian? What does a mature Christian look like? 

Answer: 

· To me, a mature Christian does not mean they are super spiritual. They don’t need to be part of Cascade, IP, or The Well. They don’t need to prophecy or speak in tongues. Many of them might, but that would not necessarily be my gage.

· a mature Christian is someone who does not lose hope, and rather than run from God they run to God.

· a mature Christian is so secure in the identity as a child of God, that they have nothing to prove. In social settings they don’t need to show-off, they don’t need to talk about themselves, but are more interested in others. Where even in conflict, and even if they are persecuted or unriteously accused, they still don’t need to prove themselves, but are more concerned with love and reconciliation.

· a mature Christian is someone where circumstances don’t dictate them, because they have an unshakeable faith in God.

Sounds pretty good right? The Hebrews writer along with encouragement, offers the foundation to being a mature Christian. 

1. repentance from dead works

2. faith toward God

3. instruction about washings

4. laying on of hands

5. resurrection of the dead

6. eternal judgment

Last week, Pastor Sam started the series on these foundational doctrines, and taught on Repentance from Dead Works. 

They key is the verb repent, which comes from the Greek word metanoein and means the change of mind. Not just emotional feeling of sorrow. 

Eg. Tom and I repent from drinking and smoking with joy. 

Why am I mentioning repentance again?

· Give you a recap

· But because what I’m going to talking about today (Faith Towards God), goes hand in hand with each other.

The Hebrews passage lists the foundations in pairs. 

Mark 1:14-15 NASB

Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."
There are two sides to a coin. On one side there is faith, but on the other side of the coin is repentance. You cannot have one without the other. 

What does repentance without faith look like? 

You may have repented, had of change of mind, and acknowledge that God is your provider, but you don’t trust him enough to tithe or give to those in need. This is not true repentance.  

What does faith without repentance look like? 

You give, but it’s all for show and just an outward expression. You don’t give out of a response that God is your provider, but to earn the acknowledge of yourself or others. This is not true faith. 

Repentance and faith go hand in hand 

What is Faith?
Faith = Belief + Action + Confidence

Belief - An opinion or judgment in which a person is fully persuaded. 

Our faith includes our beliefs, but also requires an action. 

James 2:14-17 NASB

What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? [15] If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, [16] and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? [17] Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
Here James is saying that the evidence of faith is works. It requires and action.
Confidence - Trust that is based on knowledge or past experience. 

Confidence is the gage to how strong your belief is. 

Basketball Shooting:
If you’ve shot thousands of shot, and have experienced them consistently going in (Curry 93% FT), you would say you are very confident in your belief that the ball would go in. So people pass you the ball, and you’re open but don’t shoot it. It’s only by taking action, and shooting the ball, that people then can say “Wow. He has a lot of faith in his shot.” 
We are not just talking about Faith in general, but Faith Towards God. 

Jesus said: 

if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you are able to move mountains

In regards to faith towards God, confidence is helpful, but it’s not actually essential. 

So what gives? All you need is but a mustard size seed of faith. The evidence of faith should be everywhere? It should be everywhere, and in our lives. But it isn’t. 

Unbelief
Matthew 17:20 NASB

And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.
On first hand, it is confusing, because it says that it is because of your little faith you are at fault. All you need is a little faith. Contradicting. 

In the New King James Version, the first faith word, they use unbelief.
So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
It makes more sense now.

The cause of our inability to move in faith is our unbelief. 

1) Our self-reliance
Hebrews 11:1 NASB

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2 Corinthians 5:7 NASB

for we walk by faith, not by sight.
From these two verses, faith is clearly defined by the things not seen. By seen, we are not only referring to what we see with our eyes, but also from our sense and what we know intelectually. 

We see this being played out in John 11:39-40 NASB 

The context is that Lazarus is dead. He’s been dead for 4 days, and then Jesus shows up as saids... 

Jesus said, "Remove the stone." Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"
Jesus asks Mary to remove the tomb's stone.  Martha is reliant on what she knows and on her senses. She replies by saying, based on what I know dead bodies decomposing for four days, if I remove the tomb's stone it’s gonna smell. 

Jesus replies, Believe! And than you shall experience. 

What Mary wanted, and what we want is to experience and then believe. 

It’s natural to want do do that. It’s safer to be reliant on your own strength and on what you know. It’s easier to control your expectations. 

Walking by sight is self-reliance and a form of unbelief

In terms of walking in faith, I look to Moses. But I look to the Moses who has yet to accomplish much.
God calls Moses to confront Pharaoh to release the Jews, and lead them out of Egypt. 

He had so much doubt. He has so many things going against him. Couldn’t speak, everyone disliked him. 

But he did it. He chose to step out in Faith. His faith so little. The size of a mustard seed, and though he didn’t move mountains, just as impossible he did split the red sea.
I’m sure he would of like to have experienced it first, and than believe, but what God asks of us is to believe and than experience. 

Cambo testimony of being a leader. 

Turning point as a HC leader, husband 

Matthew 20:28 NASB

just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
2) Our lack of trust
Satan believes in God. 

Satan knows the word. 

So how are we any different? We believe in God. We know his word… but probably much less than Satan. 

The difference is that he does not: 

- follow Jesus 

- there’s no allegiance 

- and if you really get to the root of the matter, there is no trust 

Peter when he was with Jesus was bold. He was the first out of the boat and walked out on water. He proclaimed that he would give his life to Jesus. Like he would take a bullet. 

But the truth is, when he came to a crossroad where his life was at stake, he didn’t trust his life to Jesus and denied him. 

Intellectually he believed, but in his heart he did not trust God with his life. 

Video: Trust Fall 

Conclusion
Maybe you are self-reliant, or you don't trust. That's a tough part pill to swallow. When Peter recognized who he really was, someone who talked a big game but really didn't trust Jesus, he ran away. He ran away and went back to his old life. Even upon finding out that Jesus resurrected he was still fishing.
Repentance is that thing when you come before God and see yourself as you are, and see Him as he is, and say…

'Woe is me, for I am unclean!'
'Woe is me, for I am self-reliant'

'Woe is me, for I have no trust in you!'

But there is hope, and that hope is Jesus. 

Jesus seeked out Peter. Restored him and gave him his mission to tend his sheep.
Peter did not initiate the repentance not come up with how to respond in faith.

Repentance & Faith, they go hand-in-hand, but they are also accomplished hand-in-hand with you and Jesus.
