1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God… 
-----
Introduction
· Hebrews 6:1-3
1 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do, if God permits.
· Prayer
· Greeting
· P. Sam: repentance
· P. Ken: faith toward God
· P. Andrew: washings (baptism)
· P. Ricky: laying on of hands
· Today: resurrection of the dead
· Aug 7, Jacky: eternal judgment
· Three sets of two related topics
The Problem of Death
In talking about the resurrection of the DEAD, I want to first talk about DEATH: the reality and the inevitability of death, and how death is humanity’s ultimate problem. 
The Bible, as we will see today, has much to say about death. Death is an important topic of discussion primarily because we know that death comes to ALL of us. It’s the ever-present and ever-looming cloud over our lives. Sooner or later, every single one of us will have to face death - the end of this life as we know it. 
Mark Twain, shortly before his own death (perhaps resenting the fact that he is about to face his own death), wrote this paragraph:
“A myriad of men are born; they labor and sweat and struggle for bread; they squabble and scold and fight; they scramble for little mean advantages over each other. Age creeps upon them; infirmities follow; shames and humiliations bring down their prides and their vanities. Those they love are taken from them and the joy of life is turned to aching grief. The burden of pain, care, misery, grows heavier year by year. At length ambition is dead; pride is dead; vanity is dead; longing for release is in their place. It comes at last - the only unpoisoned gift ever had for them - and they vanish from a world where they were of no consequence; where they achieved nothing; where they were a mistake and a failure and a foolishness; where they have left no sign that they have existed - a world which will lament them a day and forget them forever. Then another myriad takes their place and copies all they did and goes along the same profitless road and vanishes as they vanished - to make room for another and another and a million other myriads to follow the same arid path through the same desert and accomplish what the first myriad and all the myriads that came after it accomplished - nothing!”
I’m not familiar with death. I am 34 years “young” and death, honestly, seems FAR away. I don’t think about death often. Most of us probably feel like that. All kinds of things happen around the world (accidents, crazy attacks, terrorist attacks), but deep down, we kind of think that that kind of thing will never happen to us
My closest and most personal encounter with death came 7 years ago. 
My brother and I were getting ready for our annual SP retreat, when we got news from our parents that our grandmother had passed away. I think it was the first day of our retreat. I asked permission from P. Sam, and we flew out that very day to Korea, and made our way to the wake, where we greeted family and friends and waited until the following day for her funeral service. 
It was a surreal experience. Knowing that she was now with Jesus, we had hope, but there was still a deep sadness that I didn’t know how to express or even process. Only during the funeral, when all of our relatives and church family came up to offer their condolences, was I able to cry. I guess the reality of her passing hit me in that moment. Even now, when I video-chat with my grandfather, every once in awhile, I think about my grandma and imagine how delighted she would be if she were alive to see both Matt and I get married and have children. 
I’m sure many of you have personal experiences like this with the death of loved ones. 
In general, I think we are uncomfortable talking about death. Maybe it’s the FINALITY of it that makes us, as human beings, so afraid of death. All that we've lived for and built in this world, just ends. Gone. And the unknown. And the inescapability. 
Fear of death ranks as the second most top phobia in the US, right after the fear of public speaking. 
And yet, in today’s culture, I find that the “cool” thing to do, the “enlightened” thing to do, is not to FEAR death, to not see it as a problem, but to embrace death. The truly “self-aware” people are those that have “come to terms” with the problem of death. There is something seemingly so profound and wise about that sort of an approach.
· Huffington Post article: Why Should Anyone be Afraid of Dying?
· Dr. Karl A. Pillemer (Professor of Human Development at Cornell University), author of 30 Lessons for Living: Tried and True Advice from the Wisest Americans
· Writes this attractive article about how death is feared by young people, but the truly elderly people have found peace with the idea of death, and we should all learn from them
· But I’m just not sure. I’m not convinced that they have actually conquered the problem of death. Rather, they have resigned to the problem of death. 
· “I mean, life is death and death is life. If I die, I die. Dying is what I was thinking about when I was younger. I remember thinking, “How can I die? How can I not be alive?” That panicky feeling. But now I haven’t thought about it in years. I know it can’t be much longer—I’m eighty-seven. But I just don’t worry about it. That’s why I want to go out every night, as long as I can afford it. I want to do everything I can do. But I’m not worried about dying — don’t even think about it, really.”
· Sure, the “terror” of death is not evident in her attitude, but she sure hasn’t figured out the problem of death. She’s merely choosing to ignore it. To focus on the present. 
· It sounds nice, but I wonder if they were offered a chance to extend life (not simply get older in the discomfort of ever-deteriorating health, but something like a fountain of youth), would they not want to take it? 
· Replace death with LOSING, and we are able see this with a little more clarity
· Imagine a sports team that loses a lot. The Philadelphia 76ers (72 losses out of 82 games) In 1972, only 9 wins. There is something noble and admirable in accepting a loss, losing graciously: we did what we could, the other team played well, we will learn from it
· But if it keeps happening, they keep losing, and they keep losing graciously, accepting the reality that they are a losing team, finding peace in their losses, embracing their losses as a part of the game… that’s not conquering the problem of losing. That’s resigning to the problem of losing. 
· I think if we were being genuine and sincere, death is troubling. No matter how you choose to deal with it, death poses a problem too great for us to figure out on our own.
What's the Christian view of death? 
· Death is an enemy
· 1 Corinthians 15:26 NASB
The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
· Steven Mathewson (author, professor at TES, and pastor) emphasizes the importance of recognizing this reality. He points out that our sorrow and even anger over the death of someone we love expresses the reality that death is an enemy. 
· Think of how Jesus responded to the death of his friend, Lazarus. He was outraged and then He wept (John 11:33-35). His grief and outrage was generated by the reality of sin and death, as well as the unbelief he encountered. 
· BUT, because Christianity affirms the problem of death (the horribleness of death), it is also able to tackle the problem of death HEAD-ON.
· Christianity does not mask the problem of death by considering life and death as merely an illusion (such as Buddhism might suggest); nor does it romanticize death, encouraging us to embrace death as if it were something profoundly and mysteriously beautiful (only that it is too profound and too mysterious that no one has been able to actually spell out why or how it is that death can be beautiful...)
· No, Christianity recognizes death as something BAD and SAD that entered this world as a result of our sin. Something that wasn’t MEANT to be. 
· Then it offers a genuine solution to the problem of death - Jesus CONQUERED death when he resurrected from the grave (rendering death powerless), and the promise that we will also, one day, be resurrected with Him
What Christianity Teaches: What happens after we die?
This is the Christian understanding of what happens when a genuine follower of Jesus Christ dies. 
1) Our physical body dies and returns to the ground, our spirit (and it seems our soul as well) immediately ascends to heaven into the presence of God
a) Acts 7:59 - They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”
b) Phil 1:21-26 - 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again.
i) If he remains in the flesh, he will still be here ministering to the Philippian church
ii) If he were to die, his inner being (spirit and soul) would depart the flesh and be with Christ
c) Luke 23:43 - “today, you’ll be with me in paradise”
2) Until this week, this is kind of how I viewed death and eternal life. Just a vague understanding that we will live forever in peace and relationship with God. Heaven, then, was only a spiritual place. It’s ethereal. It’s intangible. It’s there, but not there. It’s supposed to be wonderful, but it’s hard to grasp it
3) But that's not it! Scripture talks about a bodily resurrection. A new heaven and a new earth in the physical sense. Our inner being will somehow, in some unfathomable way, be reunited with our physical body
a) There is coming a day, when the inner being of men and women that have died, who are enjoying their time with the Father in a “spiritual” state, will be re-connected with their physical bodies (but a “glorified” or upgraded version)
b) When Paul says 1 Cor 15:26, that death is abolished, or in 1 Cor 15:54-55 “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”... He’s not just talking about a spiritual eternal life we have in heaven. He’s talking about a bodily resurrection of the dead. Literally, the problem of death is conquered through immortality
c) 1 Cor 15:12 (It’s the principle passage on the resurrection of the body… the Corinthian church also had not accepted this teaching)
12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
1. If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ could not have raised from the dead either. But we know that Christ has been raised. In fact, he is the FIRST FRUIT (he’s the prototype). And just as He was raised, we will be raised with Him (v 20-24)
20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming
2. When will this resurrection of the body happen? V 23. At Christ’s second coming
a. 1 Thess 4:13-18
b. 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
i. First, “the dead in Christ will rise”
ii. Then, “we who are alive will be caught up”
35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they come?” 36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; 37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. 39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
3. What kind of a body will it be? V. 35-41; 50-53
a. It will be something totally different, yet we will remain who we are
i. The analogy of a seed, being sown. The seed will die and disappear, but it becomes something different (yet there is continuity between what was sown and what grows from it)
ii. There are different types of flesh and different types of bodies here. The earthly and heavenly are different types. Meaning, it's MYSTERIOUS and TOO WONDERFUL FOR COMPREHENSION! 
iii. Perishable turns to imperishable (no sickness, no aging, perfect health)
iv. Dishonor turns to glory (glorious, beautiful)
v. Weakness turns to power (fullness of strength)
vi. Natural turns to spiritual (consistent with the character and activity of the Holy Spirit)
b. Phil 3:20-21
c. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
i. It will resemble the resurrected body of Jesus Christ
1. He was recognizable
2. He could eat, drink
3. He had his physical form (scars on his hands, feet, and sides)
4. But He was also unrecognizable (Grudem suggests he had been restored to full and perfect strength and youthfulness of appearance)
5. He could walk through walls, teleport
d. My grandmother will have a chance to meet Joel 
e. Nick Vujicic will have his physical body restored
f. Not just in spirit, but in flesh
4) Not just Christians, but all people
a) This is probably going to be covered in the topic of eternal judgment, but it’s not just believers that experience a bodily resurrection. Everyone (those that died without Christ) will also go through a resurrection of the dead, except Jesus calls it the resurrection of judgment
b) John 5:28-29 - Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
c) Acts 24:25 - “there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.”
What does this mean for us? 
1) Is there anyone here today who is afraid of death?
a) If you were to die today because our elevator breaks down, what will happen to you? 
b) Christianity offers real hope for life after death
c) Of course, you may ask, how do you know this to be true? 
i) No one knows for sure what comes after death
ii) BUT, The question we should ask is, is Christianity true? 
iii) Because if we have found Christianity to be true, we can trust that Christianty’s teaching on life after death is true
d) If it were true, it solves the problem of death. Other worldviews, if they were true, still leaves us hanging when it comes to the ultimate problem of death, but Christianity emphatically deals a “deadly” blow to death itself
2) Why does it matter that there is physical bodily resurrection? And not just the eternal state of our inner being (spirit and soul)? 
a) The specific advantage of a bodily resurrection?
i) Incompleteness of a mere spiritual resurrection
b) It’s incredible to think that what God started from the beginning with the creation of heaven and earth, He meant for this to last all eternity
c) It affirms the goodness of the physical world, and our physical bodies. This is not just something we do away with, a temporary thing. Our bodies are eternal. 
d) But the Christian view of death should change the way we love our lives
i) Keller’s analogy: two brick layers. One is told that at the end of the year, he'll earn $60,000. The other is told that he'll earn $600,000. Their present attitude will be determined by their future hope. 
ii) How is your life different in light of eternity? 
e) 1 John 3:1-3 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
i) It is this hope that we will one day be like Him, that motivates us to purify ourselves in this life, just as He is pure
ii) Becoming senior pastor - would I prepare myself? 
iii) Having an eternal perspective
