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On Eternal Judgment
A. INTRODUCTION

A1.    Other messages in the series

a. P Sam preached on Repentance from Dead Works

b. P Kenny on Faith Towards God (one pair)
c. P Andrew on Instructions on Washing

d. P Ricky on Laying on of Hands (one pair)
e. P Nate on Resurrection of the Dead

f. I’ll be preaching on “eternal judgment”. (one pair)
Ask [EastEnders HC members] to share and pray.  
A2.   ThiHebrews 6:1-2 (Hebrews 5:11 – 6:8) [Play Slides 1 and 2]
5: 11 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

6: Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 
B. WHAT IS ETERNAL JUDGMENT?
B1.      What is ‘judgment’?

1. When we hear the word judgment, we often feel uncomfortable.  In the Oxford Dictionary, it is defined as “the ability to make considered decisions or come to sensible conclusions”.  It could be an opinion, a conclusion, or a decision of a law court or a judge.  In other words – it is a definitive determination.  
2. There have been many instances of such judgment taking place in Scripture:

a. Noah – Flood

b. Abraham – Sodom and Gomorrah

c. Moses – 10 plagues

d. Ananias & Sapphira in the Book of Acts – lying to the Holy Spirit
3. In this world, we rely on the good judgment of many.  For instance:

a. In the administration of the church:  P Sam, our lead pastor, on a daily basis is required to apply his wisdom as received from God and exercise sound judgment in making conclusive decisions on various matters.  Who he appoints and exalts as leaders.  What ministries to pursue.  Last week we heard from Dr David Self speaking about what it means to make these decisions as a person dead to the world and alive in Christ.
b. In the application of worldly justice:  As a barrister, we are before over 100’s of Magistrates and Judges in Hong Kong who exercise judgment in order to achieve justice all the time.  Sometimes they are made sensibly – sometimes not so much.  
“A father who repeatedly raped his daughter from the age of 12 and forced her to drink Chinese medicine to abort her child was jailed for 12 years on Wednesday.

Justice Joseph Yau Chi-lap described the case as hair-raising and the father’s behaviour as “beastly”, while handing down the sentence.

He said the fact that the father had continued even after his own daughter had become pregnant and then placed her life at risk by feeding her the medicine to cause a miscarriage made the case especially unbelievable.”
Those who lose money on deals yearn for monetary remedies.  Those who have lost a loved one to another’s negligence seek recompense.  Those who have been so morally wronged due to a breach of trust seek justice.  From those who seek retribution for the deaths caused by Islamic State – to even something as simple as not getting your moment of glory at home, at work, at church.  We all want fairness.  We want justice.   
c. At home:  From your spouse.  I say no more.

B2.     What is Eternal Judgment?
4. Taking us back to Hebrews 6.  
a. The word ‘eternity’ here, in Greek, is “aionios”.  It means perpetual, for ever, ever lasting.  Things that are not transitory. 
b. The word ‘judgment’ in Greek is “krima”.  It means “a decision”.  More specifically, spoken in reference to the judgment of the last day.  Judgment given, decision, award, sentence.  
5. This means Paul was speaking about eternal judgment in the context of the judgment given by God on the last day.  It will have an everlasting, eternal consequence.  There is no turning back after that judgment on the last day is handed down.
6. As it so happens, of the various other doctrines preached already, the doctrine of the eternal judgment after death is not unique amongst the top beliefs of today’s world.  

a. Islam:  Who is the Judge?  Allah.  Now Allah continually calls himself the compassionate and merciful.  But even Mohammed was utterly terrified by the prospect of judgement day.  He had no confidence that he would fare well on the last day.  Allah told him he would inherit paradise but, in the Quran Allah is known as the Best of Deceivers (Sura 3:54).  And Mohammed knew that he couldn’t trust Allah to save him.  His promise might be a deception.  So Mohammed did not trust Allah to save him.  And the Quran forbids you to trust him for that day (Sura 7:99)

b. No Muslim can presume to know how they will fare with Allah on judgement day.  And the very greatest Muslims were terrified of coming before that judge.

c. Atheism/Agnosticism:  Let’s consider the third most popular belief in the world: No religion.  Now if you don’t believe in God, you have not escaped judgement have you?  You are still at the mercy of bigger forces than you, aren’t you?  You will be judged by decay and death.  And you will get absolutely no mercy from death.  No-one has ever avoided that judgement.  Death is, perhaps, the least merciful judge of all.  And it’s certainly the least hopeful.

d. Hinduism/Buddhism:  Here your fate in the afterlife is determined by your Karma.  If you do good, you’ll accumulate good karma, maybe you’ll get reincarnated as a priest.  If you do bad, you get bad karma, you’ll get reincarnated as a cockroach or something.  But it’s all down to you.  There is no mercy whatsoever.  It’s all about earning.
7. What about the Christian one?  Maybe it looks a little bit like this? [Play Steve Harvey on Judgment Day clip (same as slide 3)]
8. It appears there is so much uncertainty.  What will happen?  Even Steve Harvey jokes about this.  
9. What I plan to do today is simple.  But I need you to journey with me.  There will only be two points.  First, let me describe what Scripture revealed about the Nature of Eternal Judgment.  Correct any misunderstandings about the queue before the pearly gates.  Second, and how can be understand such everlasting punishment in the face of a loving God?
C. THE NATURE OF ETERNAL JUDGMENT
C1.      What will happen?
10. Matthew 25:31-46 [slides 4 to 6]

25:31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.

34 “Then the King will say to thsose on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38 And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’
41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’ 44 Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
C2.      Firstly - Who will be the judge?  
11. The opening verses of Matthew 25:31-33 tells us it is Jesus Christ, who will be the judge.  John tells us in John 5:26-27 that “He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself and He gave Him authority to execute judgment…”.  
a. As it so happens, we too have a role to play in such judgment: Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 that those in Christ will judge the world, and that Christ-followers will judge angels too.  
b. Jesus says in Matthew 19:28 that those who have followed Him will sit on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel.  
c. Not much more is said about this in the rest of Scripture so I will not say more on that.  
C3.     Secondly - When would it happen?  

12. Revelation 20 describes it as after the ‘millenium’, and the rebellion that occurs at the end of it.  No time today to go through the different types of millenialisms, although it is consistently the case that the last judgment comes at the end of the 1000-year golden age.  

C4.     Thirdly - Who will be judged?  
13. The goat: Unbelievers will be judged.  
a. There are degrees of punishment handed out to reflect what they had done.  John tells us in Revelation 20:11 to 15 [READ] that: 
7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
b. So it is clear that even non-Christians will be resurrected.  This is what P Nate was alluding to two weeks ago.  Not only Christians, but also non-Christians will be resurrected on the last day.  But the glory isn’t in the fact that they too will be resurrected.  No – the glory that we receive is in ascending to new heaven and earth as Christ our firstfruit will.  
c. In fact, what we read here is that they are resurrected to experience what Scripture describes as ‘2nd death’.  Because they are brought to life, only to be condemned and put to death once more.  This time, however, their soul are not merely in Hades.  They will be experiencing Jesus’ judgment in flesh, in the lake of fire.  
d. Revelation 20:12-13 tells us that the dead were judged from the things written in the books, according to their deeds.  Jesus in Matthew 11:22-24 once said that the judgment on Sodom would be more tolerable than for Capernaum.  Luke says “For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”  Make no mistake though – the end is still the lake of fire.   
14. The sheep: Believers will be judged.  
a. This also known as the bema judgment (which is Greek for inspection), or the judgment seat of Christ. 
b. Paul states to the Romans, the Christian believers, that we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God to give account of ourselves to God (Romans 14:10, 12).  He tells the Corinthians, we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one receive what is due him for things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2 Corinthian 5:10).  
c. But Paul emphasizes in Romans 8:1 that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  The judgment seat for believers is a time of rewarding, not a time of condemnation.  This is an entirely different judgment.  It is a time for rewarding the servants as John describes in Revelations 11:18.  This is the time where the treasures stored in heaven will be rewarded.  Instead of judgment by condemnation, this is a judgment by reward.  
d. There are some verses that suggest that the Christians’ secret words and deeds and sins would be revealed.  For instance Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 4:5 that the Lord will bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts, then each man’s praise will come to him from God.  
e. In Colossians 3:25 he says that he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done.  
f. However, that also does not accord with God’s attitude towards those who are hidden in Christ.  He does not remember our sins any longer.  Micah 7:19

g. Will the Christians’ secret words and deeds and sins be revealed?  1 Corinthians 4:5 vs Colossians 3:25.  This is in the context of commendation or praise, so it may not refer to sins.  
h. Various verses which describe God has no longer remembering our sins: Micah 7:19 says God has cast all our sins into the deaths of the sea.  Psalmist in 103:12 says he has removed our transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west.  The writer of Hebrews refers later in chapter 8:12 that God will be merciful to our iniquities and will remember our sins no more.  Later in chapter 10:17 that our sins and lawless deeds He will remember no more.  So a case can be made that it is not a time of public ‘shaming’, but a time of public reward.  
i. John Piper says this as a supplement to a sermon given in August 1993, and has an interesting illustration that I would like to share:

““The failures and shortcomings of … believers … will enter into the picture on the Day of Judgment. But—and this is the important point—the sins and shortcomings of believers will be revealed in the judgment as forgiven sins, whose guilt has been totally covered by the blood of Jesus Christ.”

…

Picture it like this. God has a file on every person (the books of Revelation 20:12). All you’ve ever done or said (Matthew 12:36) is recorded there with a grade (from “A” to “F”). When you stand before the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:1) to be judged “according to what you have done, whether good or bad,” God will open the file and lay out the tests with their grades. He will pull out all the “F’s” and put them in a pile. Then he will take all the “D’s” and “C’s” and pull the good parts of the test out and place them with the “A’s”, then put the bad with the “F’s”. Then he will take all the “B’s” and “A’s” and pull the bad parts out of them and put them in the “F” pile, and put all the good parts in the “A” pile.

Then he will open another file (“the book of life”) and find your name. Behind your name will be a wood-stick match made from the cross of Jesus. He will take the match, light it and set the “F” pile, with all your failures and deficiencies, on fire and burn them up. They will not condemn you, and they will not reward you.

Then he will take from your “book of life” file a sealed envelope marked “free and gracious bonus” and put it on the “A” pile (see Mark 4:24 and Luke 6:38). Then he will hold up the entire pile and declare: “By this your life bears witness to the grace of my Father, the worth of my blood and the fruit of my Spirit. Enter into the joy of your Master.””

j. As to what type of reward one would receive?  The Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25 seems to shed some light on this.  As faithful as we are with the portion given in this world, He will set us over much in new creation.  
k. However, this rewarding will not encourage jealousy in heaven.  John tells us in Revelation 4:10-11 tells that our delight will not be based on our status, but it will be built on the privilege of simply falling before God’s throne and worshipping Him.  We will cast their crowns, their royalties, their privileged, their rewards before Him simply because we are in His presence, seeing Him finally face to face.  How many of you would like that?  To finally see Him face to face?
l. The writer of Hebrews in fact at chapter 10:24-25 is aiming to encourage us and that, in fact, this should spur us on to stimulate one another to love and do good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, but encouraging one another.  All the more as we see the day of judgment drawing near, we should encourage one another to do more good deeds and spend more time in accountable fellowship and spur each other on.   
m. Unfortunately as much as I would like to move on to discuss the glories of heaven, such as the crowns that we receive, what these rewards mean in practice vs the horrors of hell, that would take up another sermon.  Don’t worry – I won’t do that as I’m merciful.  But I’m happy to talk to you after this message if you are interested to find out more.  

15. The closest thing this will look like is that of a reward from a Father to a Child.  The Child maintains the status of a Child even if he or she receives fewer rewards than another Child.  But the glory and the enjoyment of heaven stems in the fact that we are His Children and we reside with Him for eternity.
16. On the other hand, we may have difficulty perceiving such everlasting punishment in the context of our world.  The punishment handed down for example, by judges, are for the purposes of retribution, deterrence, prevention and rehabilitation.  But there is the reason that judgment day is also called the Last Day.  There will be no rehabilitation; there will be no prevention.  It will be the day when we receive what we fully deserve.  It is just punishment from the Just God.  As a person who is justly given a life sentence receives different treatment whilst in prison – the fact remains that he will remain in prison for the rest of that person’s life.  
17. Angels will be judged – Peter says in 2 Peter 2:4 that angels that have sinned have been cast into hell reserved for judgment;  Jude says in Jude 6 that angels who abandoned their proper abode have been kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the last judgment. 
D. ISN’T ETERNAL JUDGMENT CONTRARY TO A GOD OF LOVE?
18. It’s interesting that we have this indignation against the Lord who judges us.  Steve Harvey jokingly says “Who’s Judgin?”.  In reality, that joke really hits home.  With human justice, we often appeal.  We oppose authority.  P Sam made a bad decision.  The House Church leader is insensitive.  The judge is clueless.  My mother is overprotective.  Occupy Central and the latest political campaigns in Hong Kong are evidence of such continual discontent at unjust leadership.  And so forth – we often think we are the better judge; or, we often think that if we had things our way, we can install the right judge.  
19. So when we approach the topic of eternal judgment, we think that a truly loving God cannot condemn anyone.  A truly loving God, a God of mercy, of self-sacrifice, ought to accept everyone.  Why doesn’t he?  
20. What is interesting is that so much of our understanding of the eternal judgment and salvation looks like this – [Play Slide 7].  That’s how Steve Harvey interpreted it.  That’s how most of the audience understood it.  
21. Let us look at John 3:16-18 (John 3:7-21) though.  I like reading this verse because so many brothers and sisters unfortunately usually only cite John 3:16.  But let us look at the full context.  [Play Slide 8 and 9]
7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 12 If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”
22. Notice the context – v.18.  the word ‘judged’ in v 18 in Greek means to “condemn, punish”.  As in v.19, the word judgment means “condemnation, damnation, judgment – i.e. punishment as a consequence”.  
23. This is because, to have a proper understanding of eternal judgment, one starts not in the book of Revelation, the great white throne, the lake of fire.  No – eternal judgment was pronounced in Genesis 3:14-15. 
“14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

Cursed are you more than all cattle,

And more than every beast of the field;

On your belly you will go,

And dust you will eat

All the days of your life;

15 

And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her seed;

He shall bruise you on the head,

And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

24. Either we are the Son of God or we are the Son of the Deceiver.  Either we are Son of the Seed that defeats the serpent or we are aligned with the serpent who tempted us that good and evil can be determined outside of God.
25. So let us go back to the earlier understanding of judgment. [Play Slide 10]

26. This is incorrect.  Really, this is the proper Christian understanding of eternal judgment – [Play Slide 11].  We have all already been judged.  The moment death the First Man brought death into creation, all men are equally condemned.  No man can be born without knowing that one day, too, they are condemned in death.  
27. Why does this matter?  Because, the proper diagnosis of this world, contrary to what the other popular beliefs tell us, is that we do not begin with a clean moral slate.  It’s not as if we are on some spiritual scale, or barometer, where every sin sets us back, but every act of righteousness propels us forward.  No – Isaiah describes our flesh as grass, and all its loveliness like the flower of the field.  Yet, such grass withers, the flower fades, as soon as the breath of the Lord blows upon it.  
28. We find comfort, however, in the word of our God whom Isaiah describes as standing forever. [Go back to slide 9]  John 3:16 itself is not couched in uncertainty, but is surrounded by bookends of high hope.  “That whoever believes may in Him have eternal life… He who believes in Him is not judged/condemned.”  

29. Punishment was not part of the original creation.  
a. Isaiah tells us in Isaiah 28:21 that it is a strange and alien work of the LORD.  
b. `As surely as I live,’ declares the Sovereign LORD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’ (Ezekiel 33:11)

c. Jesus said: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37)
30. Yet, as soon as Adam and Eve’s hearts were attracted to the idolatry of a wisdom outside of God; the idolatry of feeding from the Tree of Good and Evil so that they can determine for themselves what is good and evil, God’s love has a contender.  As 1 John 4:8 tells us that God is love, so when such love faces rivalry, God fiercely fights for his bride.  In Song of Solomon, it is described to be “as strong as death, jealously as severe as Sheol; its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD”.  

31. Zephaniah tells us that it is in the very fire of the Lord’s jealousy that the whole world will be consumed, for He will make a sudden end of all who live in the earth.  Eternal judgment, therefore, is because of God’s jealous love for us, and not in spite of, or contradictory, to the God who is love.  [Use House analogy]
32. It is this powerful and passionate love that drives God’s pursuit of us.  It is we who make Him our enemy.  It is we who have rejected Him continuously.  We have all already been judged.  

a. "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people." (Romans 10:21)

b. The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.   (2 Peter 3:9)
33. We didn’t bring hell to the world.  Hell is here.  Look around us brothers and sisters.  Open your spiritual eyes, not the façade and the lies that is fed to you daily.  The gospel brings reality and hope.  What does this mean?  It means that instead of the gospel being narrow, God in fact is offering salvation to everyone as an olive branch through Jesus.  He is all accepting – but we have chosen to remain condemned.  
34. Therefore, the Only Person in history who has never been condemned is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our trust in Him takes us through death into His resurrected life.     
35. It is that very confidence in Christ that underlines the joy of the Psalmist when he states the following (Psalm 96):
11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;

   let the sea resound, and all that is in it.

12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them;

   let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.

13 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes,

   he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness

   and the peoples in his faithfulness.

36. There are plenty of verses in Scripture which refer to one looking forward to the return of Christ.  Even Job, himself, in the midst of suffering, shouts out (Job 19:25)
25 

“As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,

And at the last He will take His stand on the earth.
26 

“Even after my skin is destroyed,

Yet from my flesh I shall see God;

27 

Whom I myself shall behold,

And whom my eyes will see and not another.

My heart faints within me!
37. So, unlike the popular beliefs of our day, we have certainty that in Christ we will see God.  That even after our skin is destroyed, we shall see God.  We will finally meet with the One that I have been denying, and who has been pursuing me, since birth.  
38. There is nothing narrow or contradictory about His divine jealous love and punishment.  No – he wants to remove all things that contest with His fierce love for the church.  
39. Yes I have heard it argued that Jesus became the sacrifice as that was the only way to satisfy God’s law and that our works are insufficient.  But that dangerously paints God as simply a just Judge.  That our lives as Christians amount to no more than a legally adopted status.  The Word tells us that before He was the Judge, before He was asked to adopt the alien task of punishment, He was our Lover.  Before the world began, He loved the Son deeply.  By being in Christ, our lives are transformed as one who was loved even before the creation of the world.  
40. This is no different than the love that a husband has when he fights for his wife; this is no different than the love that I have for my daughter in removing all things that will create doubt in her that I love her deeply.  If anyone feeds lies to my daughter that I do not love her; if anyone creates doubt that I do not have the best intentions for her; if anyone deceives her that she is not safe in my arms, then I will fight hard to remove those deceivers and those who have not aligned themselves to my love. 
41. Quite simply, the choice is whether we want to abide in that fierce love.  Do we choose the fruit of the tree of good and evil and remain judged?  Or do we opt out of a life of chaos and move into His light and His love?  Do we resign ourselves to lies, deception, confusion?  Or, unlike Mohammed, can we rely on our Redeemer, our God, who is not only our judge but also our mediator and lover?  
42. Take comfort then, in abandoning hope in yourself.  Throw your achievements, your experiences, your goodness before the throne.  Let Him burn all the things that are not of His kingdom and restore you in the Vine so that your leaves may not wither, so that your flesh may not fade, so that your body may not perish, so that we can proudly see Him face to face on the last Day.  
-END-
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