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Building the House

Ephesians 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Living Bible

It is God himself who made us what we are and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago He planned that we should spend these lives in helping others. 

Message

He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join Him in the work He does, the good work He has gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be doing.

1 Peter 4:10

As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

"Servant" in our English NT usually represents the Greek doulos (bond-servant). 

Sometimes it means diakonos (deacon or minister); this is strictly accurate, for doulos and diakonos are synonyms.  Both words denote a man who is not at his own disposal, but is his master's purchased property.  Bought to serve his master's needs, to be at his beck and call every moment, the slave's sole business is to do as he is told. 

Christian service therefore means, first and foremost, living out a slave relationship to one's Savior.

1 Corinthians. 6:19-20

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
John Kenneth Galbraith, the famed economist, in his autobiography, A Life in Our Times, illustrates the devotion of Emily Gloria Wilson, his family's housekeeper: It had been a wearying day, and I asked Emily to hold all telephone calls while I had a nap. Shortly thereafter the phone rang. Lyndon Johnson was calling from the White House. "Get me Ken Galbraith. This is Lyndon Johnson." "He is sleeping, Mr. President. He said not to disturb him." "Well, wake him up. I want to talk to him." "No, Mr. President. I work for him, not you. When I called the President back, he could scarcely control his pleasure. "Tell that woman I want her here in the White House."
A good reminder that we work for God – not for ourselves.  We exist for Him.

Acts 17:28

For in Him we live and move and exist…

Everything in our society teaches us to use our talents for ourselves – make a lot of money, retire, be comfortable and die. That’s the dream. 

But deep down inside we know we were made for more than that. We know instinctively that there is a bigger purpose in life. It’s that deep desire inside us. We may have covered it up with our fear of failure, but it’s still there, the desire to make a difference.
First things first, we have been created by God to serve Him, not ourselves.  

As a Christ follower I exist to serve my Master.  Unfortunately what we find in the world and also in the church as well are people who just simply want to be served.

I know we live in Hong Kong with our helpers and drivers and it dulls us into this “serve me” mentality.  We must break out.

Don’t often get upset at church but one time at old place…

Refreshing to get this kind of email this week from a new brother to SP…

Our brother from Ghana, Raymond who is studying for his PhD, brought some new brothers to SP.  One of them kept emailing me asking if “there any need in the house of God and anything that I can do to help?”

1. Serving mirrors Christ.

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

Jesus shows his disciples that He came to serve by washing their dirty feet.  Serving is sometimes not so clean and handy.  Sometimes it’s tough and dirty.

Be like Jesus and serve.  

2. Serving is the stepping-stone for greater things.

Matthew 20:26

It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant.

In Acts 6 a dispute between the native Jews and Hellenistic Jews led to 7 men being chosen to serve.  They were first called deacons or ministers.  Exact job description was serving and washing tables.

Stephen was chosen.  He then did signs and wonders (v. 8), full of wisdom and Spirit (v. 10), had an angelic appearance with face like an angel (v. 15), preached with power (7:2-53), sees the glory of God and Jesus (v. 55), becomes first martyr mirroring the way Jesus died by forgiving his murderers (v. 60).

All started by washing tables.

3. Serving builds the House

We can’t do what we do without volunteers who sacrifice their time, treasure, and talents to build this House.  

Bill Hybels

I refer to a church’s volunteer base as the “Y Factor.” That phrase is based on a simple equation: X + Y = Z, where Z represents the fruit of a church’s ministry, X represents the paid staff, and Y represents the church’s volunteer base. 

You are the Y factor!

We cannot have fruitful ministry without you. 

Take responsibility over your House!  Get involved.  Be like Jesus.  Be a Son of the House.  Make a difference and grow!

Don’t worry about your giftedness.  God is not interested in your abilities – He is interested in your availability.  He will provide what you need.

You can never be too small for God to use you, only too big. 

In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10. According to Leon Jaroff in Time, the satellite's primary mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet and its moons, and beam data to earth about Jupiter's magnetic field, radiation belts, and atmosphere. Scientists regarded this as a bold plan, for at that time no earth satellite had ever gone beyond Mars, and they feared the asteroid belt would destroy the satellite before it could reach its target. But Pioneer 10 accomplished its mission and much, much more. Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973, Jupiter's immense gravity hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed toward the edge of the solar system. At one billion miles from the sun, Pioneer 10 passed Saturn. At some two billion miles, it hurtled past Uranus; Neptune at nearly three billion miles; Pluto at almost four billion miles. By 1997, twenty-five years after its launch, Pioneer 10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. And despite that immense distance, Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals to scientists on Earth. "Perhaps most remarkable," writes Jaroff, "those signals emanate from an 8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as much power as a bedroom night light, and takes more than nine hours to reach Earth.'" The Little Satellite That Could was not qualified to do what it did. Engineers designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of just three years. But it kept going and going. By simple longevity, its tiny 8-watt transmitter radio accomplished more than anyone thought possible. 

So it is when we offer ourselves to serve the Lord. God can work even through someone with 8-watt abilities.  God cannot work, however, through someone who doesn’t make himself or herself available. 
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