Rev. Samuel Song 
            Building the House - Sacrifice
         September 4, 2016

Prayer meetings for retreat the next 4 Friday nights at 8pm.

We continue building the house by serving.  One of the deep aspects of serving is the issue of sacrificing ourselves.

As we get ready for house church starting this week and retreat coming up next month we want to position ourselves for an encounter with God, ourselves, and each other.

To know Him, to be like Him, and to make Him known.  Up, in, out.

When we talk about positioning ourselves for an encounter, the greatest obstacle that we will face will be ourselves.

It won’t be a huge, powerful demon.  It will be us.

Mark 12:29

Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God will all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  “The second is this, ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

There is a healthy love of self that Jesus refers to here but there is also a very sinister love of self that is often times masked in layers of spirituality.

CS Lewis, Screwtape Letters

…ruthless, sleepless, unsmiling concentration on self that is the mark of Hell…

This is what I refer to as spiritual entitlement.  Lord, because I am here You owe me something.  It’s all about me.  It's like a two year old child who seems demanding of his parents. He has become the center of the universe. The entire world must revolve around his needs, his wants and his desires. 
As a new believer it is ok to be a baby.  We wouldn’t expect a baby to get his own food, change his own diapers, etc…

But, at some point there must be a shift.

At some point we must go from being about me to being about Him.

From Me-ists to Deists. Go from my way to Yahweh.  Me-centered to Christ-centered.
Go from a belief that says, "God is for me, my plans, and my agenda in this

world." to giving up their lives and dreams in complete surrender to him. 

Martin Luther

A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is 
worth 
nothing.

Biblical principle:

Philippians 2:3-5

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus…

If we are to pursue the attitude of Christ it will require that we get out of self.

This is why I push people to get married.  God created two institutions on earth.  The church and marriage/family.

In order to truly make marriage work, both parties have to die to themselves and seek the best for the other.

A shift happened in my relationship with Lisa when I realized that I wanted her to be happy and that meant that I may not be the person that is able to do that for her on earth.

If only one side sacrifices, then it’s a bad co-dependent marriage.  Both sides seeking the best for each other.

Marriage is a huge discipleship training class.

This is the beauty of sacrifice.  It stirs something deep in our hearts.

I was touched by the dad in the manila bus tragedy who sacrificed himself for his wife.

It is said that Cyrus, the founder of the Persian Empire, once had captured a prince and his family. When they came before him, the monarch asked the prisoner, "What will you give me if I release you?" "The half of my wealth," was his reply. "And if I release your children?" "Everything I possess." "And if I release your wife?" "Your Majesty, I will give myself." Cyrus was so moved by his devotion that he freed them all. As they returned home, the prince said to his wife, "Wasn't Cyrus a handsome man!" With a look of deep love for her husband, she said to him, "I didn't notice. I could only keep my eyes on you- -the one who was willing to give himself for me."

Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.

God also brought along the church and His agent for discipleship, community, love, care, work.

We have house churches starting this week.  Get plugged in, not so much because you will get something out of it, but more because you get to put something into it.

Don’t be one of these people:

1. 7-11 HC member

Key is convenience.  You only come when its convenient.  When it works out in your schedule and you’re not tired or have to sleep early that night.  You conveniently booked yourself classes and meetings so it’s inconvenient for you to come to hc.

2. World Cup HC member

Not a football/soccer fan but a world cup fan.  Only get involved or come when it’s a big, fun event.  Dinner out at a nice restaurant, junk trip, movie night, but a thoughtful, worshipful night at hc is not fun enough.

3. Casanova/Delilah HC member

Come to meet people, especially of the opposite sex for potential marriage partners.

“I think God is leading me to go to the hc with a lot of eligible bachelors.”  BS

Honestly, many of us are more led by our hormones that by JC.

4. De La Soul HC member

80’s rap hit, “Me, Myself, and I.  It’s all about me.

You expect others to be there for you, but you are not there for others.

Eat dinner every hc but when its your turn to buy, you either go mia or complain.

Enjoy everyone’s labor and sacrifice but unwilling to labor or sacrifice yourself – cleanup duty.  

Oscar Wilde

Selfishness is not living as one wishes to live it is asking others to live as one wishes to live.

Simple rules to advance community and sacrifice:

· Cannot move hc’s without the blessing of current hc leaders.  They have veto power as your spiritual covering.

· Expect everyone to pitch in – meals, activities, clean up, refreshments

Great thing is when we do this we are being like Jesus!

God has blessed us with a church family.  Let’s make the most of it.
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